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The Happineſs fs People . 


In the Wiſdome of their Nulers 


DIN E ECE 


And in the Obedience of their Brethren 


. AT TEN IN 


8 Unto what Iſrael oug hi to do: | 
"i RECOMMENDED IN A 


||-SERMON 


Before the Honourable GOVERNOUR and COUNCIL, and 
the Reſpected DEPUTIES of the Mattachuſets Colony 
in New-England. | 
| Preached at Bofton, ay. 3d. 1676. being the day of 
ELECTION there. | 
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” By WILLIAM HUBBARD Miniſter of Jyſwich, 

ve 55 | D 

1} { | Exod. 18.21. Moreover thou (halt prot ide out of all the people able men, ſach. as fear God, men 
of Truth. : 

10 Rom. 12.1. Let every [out be ſubject to the bigber powers, for there is 10 Power bat God. 


| Pial 44-13. Happy is the people that is in ſuch & caſe, yes happy is that people whoſe God is 
. the Lord. 2 


t0- = lf 

= * . . . * * . * P P \ 185 ' 
Ubi Ordinis deſectus ibi exoriuntur in acre ſulmina, in terra commoriones, in Mari 1 5 

inundationes, in cot poribus Ægritudines, in vebibus, Sedit ione ?, in an imabu: . 


eccata, Ordo continet Caleſtia, terreſtria, Ordo eſt in intelligibilibus, orde 
in ſenſibilibus. Ordo in aſtris, Ords in omnibus, Naz. 
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ro THE HONOURABLE E 


Governour of the Mattachuſets Colon, 
Together with the reſt of the Honourable Council of Magiſtrates, 
7 EE. 

„ and lifs curioui times, it ſeems iu gbis critical age, not buy 

' expedient, but neceſſary to ſend ſuch diſcourſes as the in(uing 
abroad into the world under tbe hadom & protefiion of ſome 

| Wort byes, whoſe countenance & aut harity-may defend thens. 
from any malt volenoe they may le incident wath:: wherefarethe following \ Sermon 
bring by previatuce vo called forth inte hn Larter — 
ty dedicate it unto your Names, not knowing to wu the patronage of is doth were 
properly belong. A's it s a favour from you, I may the better ræ pd it imohat-yos- 
gave the firſt occaſion #0 any Elucubrations of mind about it: As it is any teſhir 
mony of Obſervance from me, none may better then you deſerve it. I never iutend 
ed any further publication t ben tbe preaching leſt ſneh Ctambe bis cocta might 
ut yeliſh Well in the Palates of this curious Ages ſo plentiſullj furniſhed with” all, 
verietyes of Wiſdome & Knowledge, but for their ſakes who by theexigence of the- 
Times, and preſent diftreſs of the Warre, were denied ther opportunity to brof the 
Anaitory,'I hade condeſtenaed to make it Legible. I call not inſiſ upon any. A+ 
pology ebout the Sub jeti choſen to treat of, it g itim ſ0 fair an occaſion to. (peak 
of "all the moſt important dutyes that eit ben Rulers or People cas be concerned tn; 
vᷣbutever juni ure of affaiy 5 ſronld covie vom hein. It cannot be denied but im 
thr Latter end of the former year, r bt wiſeſt amangſfus were: ander ſad -apprebey 
„ens concerning the: iſſue of the 22 truublis that were then come, and 
deyly coming upon us, in regard of the Rage vf the Heathen ſo far let looft 6 again: 
ui, and theſe that were comcerned in the. Election of Magiſtrates for' this preſent; 
Year, wert ready to fear: they might beſpeak, the perſons on wh ow the next Election 
Au fall with the words of the prophet , Thou haſt Cloacbing, be thou our 
Ruler, and let this ruine be under thine hand. B Thanks be to Almighth 
Codthat hath verißed that ant ient Proverb of the Hebrews, to our late eæpe- 
rence, Cum duplicantur later es, hinc venit Moſes: And as Iſrael ma never; 
Houg ht into greater Ftreig bes then a little before Pharaoh and bs Hef wet to; 
be drownid in the red Sea, ſo hath it in a (ence brey with our elves. There could; 
not but be 4 very ſad face of things in Iſrael, when their Frs King had by his ill. 
Strerage and bad Condutt of eff aire, 4 tema dong Tempe of lu arre aaa Bina 
| | 2 ! 


3% N Epi Deciemtory, . 
bimſelf, is geh, all bis Kingdome in that fatal Battle es the mountaing , 
! oe ſole: rerogat ive. it 45 t bring goad out of evill, ordered this 


f ity to . o gc Hon t Mer in the greateſt prbſptri 
· oy ation enjoye i fal n a 1 5 44 


| t1me Fr u 
he had a pur ox o{eng People te be the H 


hg 2 N ations amongſt whow 
they lived, ul a0 tht rate; he infuſed a ſpivit of Conse la,] ihto the 


mind of their eee tp fy elting toon to find ont the. right and ready way of 
EY AY! 


their future peace and tranguiluy; together with a ſpirit of Love aui Obediqnca 
in the People to attena therewito. © J. i? 4'f04d” Oh unto Iſrael when the Go- 
wernreuret the Frits falleims fmeh\ hands ui Ala dert anamg in the tim: 
do know. what biracl bought to doe it will then be no hard matter to perf 
Mir Bret buen 20 romply with rheir Command). A every \[cafon of 4 mens 
e curry ir particular Yuther along with. it, ſo.dothev.iry age of the World 


bring muß it particular dinger as aha work;\of that Generation, As it concern: + 


drr, Chriſtin Ie dhe ft unt fo ir dethie very Head or Leader of the 
7 — alfe prudently ta bfar vectbe fit/eaſon ard 


poems earner of flung fore perforning ſuvk deutig wpow which narrow print 
eu rhe fubbeſy of whh fair ur akings;Becaule:to every pur poſe 


15 time and judgment;therefore-is the mifer of man great upon, him, 
falrh Solomon. t. Becauſe time and Chance eth to them all, the ſons of 
men thatno/ not their times, are taken as Fiſhes in an evill net. F am thing, 
le found hinta in the followieg Diſconxſe, that hath axy\ cendency. that way, or 
Way become am "help thertunto, 1 ir is all. J aimed at fall reſt abundantly 
- ſatiſfied, if what ir bumbly offered in that kind, f u favourable acceptance with 
Jour ſel vos or ethers, As for the times.in which, andthe place where aur Lot 
ir caſt i although is many reſpett: we my ſay with ih Pſaipift, The Lines 
aeeifalſen to us in plexſant places; am bf, have. a gaodly: Heritage, yt 
wn? We ownr, that what with.rhr \mper{cfiront bf aun minds © ulli, & what 
with any other remprationy t bar iy before ws in the work of our Gencration con- 
urig therewith, wi have met with a ſufficient degree ef « fiction and trouble, 


enough te ball ante our brarts, and ktep as from bring exalted above meaſure :. 3 


veri not this be any Remora, or hindrance unta ut, in the preſent duty and Service 
Sear called unto, there being no reaſon to be rendred u e, ſhould not. walk tage- 
thi i Van, Lou and Place in thoſt things whenentto-We:have attained becauſt 
A (ont others, and poſſibly thoſe of leſs momint; ſome ina be otherwiſe minded. 
Concerning which minute and liſſer Di fferencet, I all ast preſume here 40 offer 
thing, tending to mak- the leaſt alteration in any of your judgments, being 
(hilly peo ſtended that in all the main and eſſential matters of Religion, both of Fait 
aniOrdey, as well as vig hiroufneſs, you arr all of ane mind & j ug mert. & will. 


all both joyn:ly and feverally exert your moſt ſtrexnonsr endextottrs, for the gro- 


Poting the bonour and Glory of Golipand the goed of tbeſt under hear —_—_ ? | 


— 
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mr, but ſharply to rebube and timily to repreſs whatever is contrary to ſound de- 


Nine, or apparently pena's to binder the power of Godlineſs, and progreſs of true 

Magion, with all other prefaueſi or. unrighteomſneſt , that. under the ſhadow of 
thr Goverment we may lead quiet lues in. all godlineſ3 and baneſty, yet. erping is 
„ the wiſe taveate of our Saviour, that in gathering up the tarts yauroot mot. 


vp the wheat alſo. It is one great part of the unbappine(s of this life, that neither | 


wiſe nor good men are all of one mind, but yet all due care had need be taken, that 


Afrrencts be made neither mane nor greater then they are, or carried on with ſuch 


Ina gin or bitterneſs, as ſhoantd prejudice the intereft of Religion, or welf art of 


the Commonwealth, Tea peſſf bi the d:fferences in our mindi that occaſion moſt 
Afturbanct ariſe only | | 

things weve not ſtrained at both ends. further then the equity of the Rule will al 
low, all might well bold together, when the overſtr aining of things is oft times 
rudy” to break all topieces If God in whoſe hand our times are, and Wha (ets the 
bownds of ow habit ations, ſhall as hs hath began, 15 onto perform bis hole work. 
won hi people, and (end ſuch reſt unto bis Churches here, that the Anſwer to be 


returned to the Menger, of the N ations ſhall be, The Lord hath founded our 


don, and that the poor of the people ſhall truſt in it. How can it better be 
improved, t hex by taking care that the Churches under your care in this Fariſdilti- 
en 4 bredified walking in the ſtar of God, that the Lord our God ma be With 
Ar be was with our Fathers, that be may net liavt us nor f. orale us, nor our 
Piftetity after at. which to effect. 1 humbly conceive, there is no wa] more, pro- 
buble;chen by intereſt ing them 45 muc l 1 as ſoon as may be, in all the privileg ex 

5 | that. 


"free that which they call aui 77s needs. ſo as. if 


The: Epiſtie Sedicatory. 


that Cbriſtian Reliyion allows, & as thy grow up, to engage them throjhs. 
ly and fericuſhy in l the dutyes it requires, to take care that it be dene by thoſe 
whom it more immediately concerns, it certainly. a anty in ſpecial incumbent on 
your ſelves. To this end I may commend to your Conf ration, the Political a- 
here of the Conntry, the example of Abraham, whom we find both approved & 
rewarded of God for commanding his children and his houſpold after him to keep. 
the way of the Lord, aud to ds Fiſtice and Jnig ment, that the Lora might bring 
upon him that which he had ſpoken of him, I he were not much miſt aten who 
ſaid it was morally imp ſible to rivet Chriſtian Religion into th body of a nation 
without Infant B«p:iſme, by proportion it will as neceſſarily follim that 'the g- 
leck or diſuſe thereof, will as direftHy tend to root it ont.” How far the Command 
given to oba by God himſelf te circumciſe the C bilarel of Iſrael, i.e. to tai 
order that Circumciſidn ſhould be uſtd again among the people (by-that meants- to. 
owl the reproach of Egypt from off the Children of Hraci) may- be looked upon 
as chliging to your ſilues I ſhall not now ſay, ye donbrleſs if abt was writ 
a7 heme to them wat intended at matter of example and admenitiont o iu, npon 
mhow- the ends of the world are come, ſome uſe may and aug ht to b mage of 
feb Declarations. of Gods will: Whatever Indulgence may: be judged nid. 
El to be nfed te ſome that "way "be of different apprebenfions,” 1 hav 
adventured to ſay ſomething iw the following Diſcourſe, for eleering abt 
duty. of Riulws in matters of Religion from miſt abet, and ſtutung the boundg 
of moderate T oltration(ſo far as the time allotted for [ach an exerciſe would d. 
low) not ſo much for direction to your ſelves, at for the \infarmation of othirs 
who by thtir too much rig idueſi on the one hand, or laxueſs on the other, may be rea- 
dy te obſtruct the C er but not promote the purity of Goſpel Worſhip, 
placige contra fentientem ferre ic no ſmall pitet of Cbriſtian prudence, the want 
of which * fear: 'bath done much hurt in this poor Country, 4s. well 44 ix ot her 
reformed Churches: Diſſenters in Religion being not muoh \unlike the Seditiom 
in the State, who by fair meanes may be gained, but by too much ſeverity are apt 
fo run into uncurable oppoſition and obſtinacy. It muſt be owned for your. futurt 
Honour that much hath been done by yon to cart on the work of God in this. Gent- 
ration, jet may it be feared that his words wil he found too true, (a wan much: 
employed and approved by your ſelves, while he was converſant-in this world); 
that unltſs many things were done for the further ſerling-of the matters of Religi- 
on among t us before this'Gener ation went off the Stage, they. tber came after 
8 cauſe to ſay, that their Predtecſſors had left much of their work u. 
3 | | 
Thus craving your acceptance of tub my ſmall mite, which Iam willing to caſ 
zmto the Churches Treaſury, under the countenance of your: Anthoriey, I ſoa 
ve further trouble you tha way, I bare made no materialt alteration in any tx* 


2 


— 


— wi 


* 820 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ion; 107 addition of any thing but what was intended to have been ſpoken, 
if time would then have given leave. 
The Lord fill you all with the Spirit of Wiſdome and Counſell, ani make you 


u the men of bis right hand, wbome he bath made ſtrong for himſelf, and gram 
ou may be found like David, Who being eboſen to be the Shepard of Gods Iſrael 
1d them according to the integr it) of his beart, and gui ded them by the chilfulneſs 


of bis hand, which & the Prajer of, 


Your humblc Servant 


FV. H. 
e 


33 


ot is 


- . . 34. — % „ | 5 
et te d vom gat u 
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Ome Faults have eſcaped in the Preſs which the Reader is deſired to cor- 
rect by reading, In p.4./.28.head for Decades, /.29. Decades for heads, 
p. 5. I. 19. beſt for bear, 5.7. I. 30. ſeveral for general. p 9. J. 6. read reſidence. 
5.17.23. immerſed for emer ſed. p. 18. J. 16. badges for bodyes, p. 19. /.9 & 
20. . 36. Apologue for A pologus. p 27. l. 25. leave out, here. 5. 22. J. 23. our 
worſt for or wor ſe. I, 21. vigor for rigor. I. 2 3. peccatur for peccat. 53 3. l. 13 l. 
ſacks for Iſraels. p. 37. l. 26. ifth for fit p. 39. J. 14. for bal. hate. p. 40. l. 13 
tardus for territus. p. 43. l. 27. booty for body. p. 45. l. 1 8. rights for rites, J. 32 
wars for way. The like errors in ſpelling or pointing, may be helped by 
them that read, as where each is printed for ſuch, p. 36. J. 6. 
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t Chron, 12.32, Of the C bilares of 1ſſachar, which were men that bad n+ 
derſt anding of the times to know what Iſrael ought to do, the beads of thaw wes 
to hundred, and all their Brethres were at their Commandment. | 


F ever thoſe words of Wiſdome, Proverbs. 8. 15. y we Rig. 
Reign, and Princes decree fuſtice, were true of any of the 


——_— 
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Kings and Princes of the Earth, they were tr ue of David, who Qin 


his publick, as well as private capacity approved himſelf a Ade 
after Gods «wn heart; leaving an unimitable pater n to the Kings of all ſucceed- 
ing ages, both of piety in obeying God and of wiſdome and juſtice in ruling 
over men: as if the Book wherein Samuel wrote the manger of the King. 
dome, had been perfectly tranſcribed in his life and Government, It was 
not undeſer vedly therefore, that after ſo large an edition of the whole Hy» 
ſtory of the Acts, and Reign of David, in the two firſt Books of the Kings; 
ſuch a conſiderable addition ſhould be made to that part of the Hyſtory, 
which concerned bis entrance upon his Kingdome, in this twelfth Chapter 
of the firſt book of the Chronicles, where we have the triumphant mannes 
thereof at large deſcribed, being attended therein with a great Hoſt as ir is 
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called, ver. 22, like the Hoſt of Cod: from which verſe, to the end of this | 


Chapter, it is very remarkable how the Pmas of this ſacred Chronicle, 
like ſome Divine Herauld, is Mar ſhalling the reſpective bands of the ſaid 


Hoſt, under the pirticular Banners of their ſeveral Tribes, aſſigning unto 
each, ſome diſtin& Character, as a ſpecial badg of honour according as they 
beſt deſerved, either for the skilfulneſs of their Captains and Leade a, the 
number and valour of their followers, & willingneſs or readineſs in both, 
to promote the deſign in hand, which was the turning the Kingdome of $a? 


8 Amongſt 
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1. Wiſdome ,in thoſe that were the Heads, deſcribed bot 


(3) 
"Amongſt the reſt of the Tribes, as they are here ranked in this Chapter, 
ſpecial notice is rakeniof the Tribe of ¶ſucbar, of which Tribe alchoughng 
great matter had been forerg!d in the Prophetical Benediction, either of 5. 
vob or Moſes, yet is there here in the Text a very ſignal teſtimony given, both 
to their piety and prudence, to cheic unity and magnanimity, any of * 
cannot be conceived, but to tend more then a liccle to the ſucceſsful tar · 
rying on that great aſſur which now they had in hand? fo as at that dite, 
what Folimon ſaith of his vertübus Woman, Prov. 31. 29, might very fitly 
have been ſaid of the Tribe of 1ſſachar, many daughters have done virtuos 
but thos excelleſt them all. 

In the words of the Text there are four things very obvious to the view 

of the obſervant Reader, 3 11 
. The Diſtribution ot the whole Tribe into its integral parts or conſt 
tuent Members, as to their political order, viz. the Heads and the Brethren, 


of which two united together conſiſted the body of the Tribe, as is here im · 


plyed. | 

; 4 The qualification of each part, ficly diſpoſing them to à regular per- 

formance of the duty incumbent on either, for the $909 of the whole. 

by its ſpecification, 

under ſtandiag of the times, 2. By its application, to know what Jſrael 

ought to do. 2. Willingneſs in the Brethren, to attend the advice and 
counſel of their Leaders, they were at their Commandment. *. 

3. The reg alar and orderly proceeding of each part, the which is neceſ 
farily implyed in the words, that when the heads of the Tribe had coun- 
felled and determined what was needful to be done, the Brethren were res 
dy to put their reſolves in Execution. It was not in Iſſachar, as Anacharſs 

the Philoſopher, ſometimes complained of the tumulcuous proceedings in the 
lac Commonwealth at Athens, that wife and grave men deliberated on 
things, but fools and mad men reſolved thereof : but at this time in /{achar, 
the body of che people were ready to pur in execution what choſe who had 
underſia1ci1g in the times judged needful to be done. | 

4. The entire unity of the Tribe amongſt themſelves, deelaring the 
unanimous conſent of the whole, in that it is ſaid, all their Brethren wen 
at their Comm andment, ſc, at the Commandment of the two hundred which 
were the Heads, which doth juſtly advarce the gallantry of the Action of 
che tribe of Iſſachar in this affiir, above that of any of the reſt of the Tribes 

by the ſame proportion, by which our Saviour preferred the bounty of the 

Widow above all the reſt of the Contributers; for as ſhe. put into the 
Treaſury all which ſhe had, ſo doth this Tribe ſend all their hole Stock to 
Increaſe the Hoſt of David: which if rhey were not ſo many wee 
ſome of the other Tribes might ſend, yet ſeeing there were none W ſtai 


— — 


(3) 
behind, it was for want of number, but not of good · wil, if th y did ux e- 
ual. or exceed the reſt of the tribes, 
| ſhall only paraphraſe a lictle upon the words, to give the ſenſe and 
meaning of them, before I commend any thing from chence to our preſent 
tonſidec ation. 6 1 havin = jt 
Of the Children of Iſſachar, theſe were the deſcendants of the fiſth Son 
of Facob by his Wife Leah, whoſe Lot as it ſeems to have fallen in one of the 
richeſt, and moſt fruitful ſoiles of the whole Land of Canaan, {0 was it more 
likely, as was foretold in Facobs bleſſing to diſpoſe the Inhabitants, by reaſon 
of the robaſtickneſs of their body (an ordinary effe& of rhe fertility of 
of any ſoyle ) to couch down under a double burden of tribute then by any 
talour of their minds, to ſhake off the ſer vile yoke, It may then not, un- 
ſtaſonably here be demande how it ſhould come to paſs, that this Tribe 
ſhould anſwer this honourable character given of them, whereby they may 
well be thought to have at this time had the preceJency of all the reſt of the 
Tribes, both for their civil prudence, and military Diſcipline, as well as care 
of Rekgion, |, The reaſon given by ſome Inter preters ſeems not ſufficient to 
lalve the knor, viz, of thole who ſay, that being given to Husbandry, that 
dccalioned them to be more curious obſecvers of times, and ſeaſons, but no- 
thing appears, why that may not as well be alleadged of molt of the other 
rides, whoſe fruictull bills, & fertile, vales required alike prudent obſer vation 
of times, & ſeaſons for their c iltuee: God in nacure having appointed a time, 
& a ſe iſon for every work. & purpoſe that is to be done under the ſun; wher- 
tore if it may be lawfull to make conj-Rares in things of this nature. it may 
more probably be conceive J, that this Trib2 by ics nat aral ſcit uation bor- 
ler ing upon the enemies countrey, or upon the account of its fertillity, be- 
ing more deſirable, might thereby become more obnoxious to the invaſions 
of their neighbhur enemies, the philiſtines, and ſo mig ht either become the 
very ſeat of warr,or a through-fare of military expeditions; and ſo by long 
experience of che Calamityes and ſervice of Wart, they might become as 
well expert in managing the aff1irs of Warr, as ſerious in the purfuiroF the 


meines tending to promote a ſetled, and laſting peace. It is commonly: 
ſaid that experience is the Miſtriſs of fooles, yet without any diminution of 


their praiſe be ic ſpoken, who attain wiſdom at an eaſier rate ? It is oft obſer- 
red that they are, or prove the wiſelt of all other men, who have been trained 
vp in her School: thoſe impreſſions laſt the longeſt, that have been made 
by the deepeſt ineiſion. Nyſtor ians ſay of this Tribe, that it was a land thir- 
ſty of bloud. a place where many fatal battles, had, before this time as well 
3 aſter, hapned to have been fought : as that of Gideon in the valley of 


victory over Ben hadad and the Syrians, neer Aphek, with ſome 
e Bz | others 


* 
* 
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— 25 the late laughter of Saul and the Iſraelites on the mountains of 
8 , the . 
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(4) 
others, all hapning within the confines,or neet the Bor ders of the tribe of 
Iſſachar. Poſſibly many bloudy Skirmiſhes bad alſo been fought during 
the reiga of the former King within their precin&s, whereby the People of 
this Tribe had been experimentally taught che miſeries and calamities of war, 
that are uſually produced or prolonged for want of wiſdome, and ski 
conduct in them that bave the chief command. They being cot ſoyned in 
one common miſery, they might the more eafily be uniced in one common 
remedy, viz. the advancement of a more meer perſon to the chief place of 
Rule and Government in the Nation, one approved by their own experience 
for his sxilful & ſucceſsful managing the aſſurs of War as well as warranted 
by che call of God, and therefore more likely to promote the welfare and 
_ tranquility of their own, together, with that of the reſt of the Tribes of 
Urael, For before this time, David was known to have bebaved himſelf 
wiſely among the Ser vants of Saul, as one that knew how to go onr, and to 
go in before the People. 

The Heads of them : ] there was amongſt the People of Ifrael as it were 
a threefold Common-wealth, as the learned Sigonius ſpeaks in his Treatiſe 
of the Commonwealth of the Hebrews, one was that of the whole People, 
of whom firſt the Judges, afterward the Kings were the chief Heads and 
Rulers, The other was of every City, which had its Head or chief Ruler; 
ds we read in ſeveral places of the Scripture, as Judg. 9. 30. 1 King. 22. 36, 
2 Chron.34. 8. The third was that of every Tribe, which had its Head or 
chief Ruler, 1 Chron. 27. 16. 2 Chron. 19.1 1. called the Prince or Head of 
the Tribe: under whom were the chief Heads or Rulers of every Family in 
that Tribe: For as every Tribe conſiſted of ſeveral Families, unto one of 
of which might all che deſcendants of that Tribe be reduced, ſo was ſome 
one per ſon, either by the eminency of his Gifts, or digaity of his Birch- 
right, u advanced to be the chief Ruler, or decades of chat Family, ac- 
vor ding to the diſtribution of the People into fo many Heads according to 
Jethro gadvice, Exod. 18.2 1. At this time it ſeems there were two hundred 
Heads of the chief Families of the Tribe of Iſſachar, in whoſe wiſdome and 
integrity the reſt of the Tribe had ſuch confidence, that they were willing to 
refer the: iog of all their civil Affairs, and great concernments to 
their pradence and diſcretion, engaging themſelves to be ready to put in 
execmion what ever ſhould by their joynt eonſent be determined and agreed 
upon. So ſweet was the accord between thoſe Heads, and their Brethren, 
that they ſeemed like one intire body, arimated and directed by one and the 
{ame Spirit and Principle of life and Wiſdome. | 
That had underſtanding of the times : ] Noting alf tht Wiſdome that, 
belongs to Rulers Divine and Humane: For by times we are to underſtand 
things done is choſe times, by a metorimy ot the adjunct. And for — 
35 914 wor 


firly crarflared b one, accor ding to the uſe of our Languageuhe ore ſeems to 


es a. (5) 22 
word underftanding, it is expreſſed by two words in the Hebrew, yet not ut 


vote the ct of t e mind, in way of ſimple apprehenſion : the other the act 
of the judgement, in way of accurate conſideration dijudicating of the time 
end ſeaſon with other circumſtances, diſcerning when all things are laid to- 
gerher in the ballances what coꝛh preponderate, & ſo moſt netdful to be at- 
tended: this expreſſion, Eſther, i. 1 2. is interpreted by knowing law and 
judgement, and ſ ch are there called wife men; according to which notion 
Solomon tells us that a wiſe ma is heart diſcer nech time and judgement, Eced. 
8.5. boch the thing which, and the time when it is to be dove, The Hebrew 
word here and elſewher e tranſlated underſtanding, means the ſame with tha 
which in Latine is called Prudentia, or rell ratio agibiline, ic. knowing the 
right reaſon of things that are to be done; ic cometh from & bach ai near 
eognation with a word that ſignifies to build. A wiſe man that bath any de» 
ſigne to bring about, is like an Architect, who firſt frameth in bis minde a 
Idea of that which he pur poſeth to ecect, whereby he may foreſee how ont 
peice muſt depend upon another, and accordingly provide ſuch materials, as 
will bear ſuit together, for the carrying on his fabrick: for, as one faith: 
well, they are not the wiſeſt men that know moſt, but they that know what is 
moſt uſeful and proper to bring about the deſigae they have in hand: nor 
tan a man be thought rightly to underſtand a bufineſs that doth not ſeg- 
throngh che cir cumſtances, it is cloathed wich: for many times the circum» 
ſtances may much alter a caſe, oft times it cometh to paſs, that thoſe things 
which conſi der ed in themſelves, and of their own nature ſeem moſt direcłiy 
tending to ſuch an end, yet falling in conjunction with other things, pro- 
duce a contrary eſſect. Thus are the moſt probable means oft diſappointed, 
being prevented by time and chance, which they wanted wiſdome to foreſee, . 
for want of which foreſight great is the miſery that men bring upon them» 
ſelves and others; yer is not a ſuperficial wiſdome ſufficient for this pur poſe; 
many may be deceived by a plaufible appearance of things, into which they 
have not a 8 inſight and . By a miſtake of this nature Ab- 
ſalom and all the heads of the people that were with him ruined themſelves 
aud one another, and ſo were overthrown, not having underſtanding of the 
times in that juncture of affairs ; The Coulel of Ac it bel. ſays Heu 5" 
not good at this time, which in all thoſe dayes was as the Ocacle o God, and 
bs in that exigent, if it had been diſcerned by the heacs of the people 


then preſent as to the 8 bad in hand: no doubt but at chat time 
e | 


ch the Almighty ſaid Amen) was to take place for the 
kin an oder cb he ART otic : bur according to Man, 
the rulne'of \ bſalome and his party proceeded from their not uncerſtanding: 
of che timies-which made them negleR the good counſel of Achitophel, - it 
is(alled, 2 Sam, 17, 14. B 3 0 
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Hi (6) 
To know what Iſrael ought to do, ] By Iſrael we are moſt commonly to 
-underſtand not the perſon, but the poſterity of Jacob, who were. more fre- 
quently ſtiled after that honourable appellation impoſed on him after, his 
wreſtling with, and prevailing over the Angel, then by that name he received 
from the caſual event which hapned at his birth, whence he was called Jicob, 
But in this place by Ifratl we are by another Trope ( as often elſewhere) to 
underſtand, the holy people in covenant wich God, ſeparated and diſlinguiſh- 
ed thereby, from the reſt of the people of the world, which is emphatically 
ta be noted here; for as Wiſdome is properly the knowledge of the right 
way to the beſt end, ſo is the end that Iſrael ought to aime at, far differing 
from that which the reſt of the World deſigne to themſelves, conſequently 
the means or wiſdome that muſt be improved for that end muſt be tar dit- 
fering alſo, as neither flowing from the ſame fountain, nor reſting on the 
ſame Principles or Foundation, but altogether Eccentrick thereunto, To 
pive an inſtance ſuitable to the occaſion before us, the end of civil policy or 
Goverment in the Rulers of this World, is, that Men may live peaceably 
and quictly one wich another; therefore looking unto no higher end, no 
wonder if they pitch upon no other means, then choſe that ſeem moſt pro- 
b.ible to bring about that end, viz. attendance unto choſe Rules of Righte- 
ouſneſs and wayes of honeſty, chat are known by the light of nature, called 
jus gentinm or jus naturale. But the end that Iſrael ought to aime at, is, that 
men may lead a quiet life in all godlineſs and honeſty, as Paul ſpeaks, 1 Tim. 
3.2. which one Text were enough to confute all thoſe that would de bir civil 
Rulers from intermedling in matters of Religion: but how far they miy 
and oughr to interpoſe their authority in things of that natur e, there may be 

occaſion to ſpeak more afterward, by Gods aſſiſtance. 2 

Ocherwiſe it would fo low, that che Magiſtrate is only to take care, that 
men may ſive quietly and peaccably one with another, whither they live ho- 
neſtly or no: but by the Apoſtles Rule, if the Magiſtrate is to take care that 
they may live honeſtly, as well as quietly ani peaceab!y, he muſt in like man- 
ner ſee that they live godlily as well as honeſtly : which neceſſarily implies, 
that he ought to cake care for godlineſs, in the obſervation of the firſt 1able, 
as well as for honeſty in the obſer vation of the ſecond. 

Further alſo, where the end that Ifrael aims at may be coincident with that 
which is aimed at by the reſt of the world, yet may not Iſrael take that li- 
ber ty to compaſs that end, which others of the World may, at leaſt uſe to 
do; for Iir at muſt not do evil that good may come thereof: For as the A- 
poſtle James ſaith, he wiſdom that deſcendeth not from above © earthly, ſexſual & 
deviliſb, ſuch as mens ends are, ſuch will the means be which they make uſe 
of to bring ab ut thoſe ends: yea ofc times worldly men will make uſe of 
very evil means to bring about a good end, The Rule Iſrael. ought 10 walk 
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AA ſuffer rather then to ſin: ſo our Saviour Chriſt tells his Diſciples» 
at is WE cuſtome of the Gentiles, but will not allow them ſo to do, Mat 
30,25,20. 

la the particular caſe before Iſſ char, and the reſt of the Tribes of 
Iſrael at chis time, it was not d. fficult to know what they. ought to do; if 
they did but conſider the call of God in anointing David to be King, as well 
as the qualifying bim with Royal gifts for that purpoſe, which conſidera- 
tions alone could not be counter billanced by all the allegations on the behalf 
of the houſe of Saul, which was now rejected of God, which Abner knew 
to be true, as he confeſſed afterward, although he ſer himſelf to uphold the 
contrary Faction, 

Their Brethren were at their Commandment, J in the Hebrew, it is, 
they were at their mouth. The mouth being the Organ deſigned for the 
forming of words, where by to expreſs the conceptions of the minde, it is. 
oft put to ſigniſie Words, or Commandments that are uttered thereby, as it 
is here tranſlated in the Text, Hereby is noted the unanimity and ſweet a- 
re between the Heads and the People of this Tribe, as if one Spirit 

ad run through the whole body thereof, An happy preſage of good ſuc- 
ceſs in che buſineſs they bad now in hand, if the reſt of the Tribes were in 
like manner affected, as is very probable they were in a great meaſur e: This: 
Spirit of unity and obedience, being moſt exemplarily found in this Tribe of 
Iſſachar : the ſtrength alſo of their courage and reſolution is neceſſarily: 
implied here; as if they were ready to adventure their lives in whatever 
ſervice they might be put upon, like the Souldiers of the Centurion in the: 
Goſpel, who were always rcady to come, or to go, or to do whatſoever 
their nw Mi: nr ſhauld pur chem upon. If any ſhould ask, whither the. 
knowledge of what Iſrael ought to do, is intended of the Heads of the Tribe 
only, or of the Brethren alſ> e 1 anſwer, of both, according to due pro- 
portion: that which the Heads of the Tribe adviſed unto, was apprehended! 
dy their Brethren as moſt behoofal for their ſeveral good, accordingly they: 
ae with meet courage and reſolution of minde ready to put the ſame in 
eeuc, Guidance belongs to their Leaders, Obedience to their followers, 
whoſe wiſdome it is to obey rather then diſpute the Commands of their Su- 
periours, _ | * 

The words preſent us with as perfeR a pattern, and as compleat a model 
of à well tempered principallity, or common - wealth, as any where we meet: 


with in all che facred Hyltory, and that in theſe four reſpeRs, 1 21 
t. 45 to the beauty of Hr 7 Oo bow | 3 tral 
2. A tothe wiſdom of t air Conduct. "vn % bn ne 
3. As tothe Unity of their Counſels, 


4+ 4's to the Strength of their Courage and Eeſolutian. All which 1 ſhall” 
3 endeavour 


(8) 
endeavour to make out, before I commend any thing to your thonghty by . 
way of Application; Theſe ite as font Elements co the policica 31 
where theſe do all meer, they wilt make any part of the earth! a Paradiſe,” 
like thoſe four Rivers that watered Eden: It muſt needs be a flouriſhing: 
Rate, where may be ſeen due order in che conſticution of a Goverment, — 
adminiſtration thereof, True Wiſdom in the Rulers, Entire Unity in the peo- 
ple, joyned with meet Courage for the execution of che prudent commands 
of their Leaders: of ſuch a place it may be ſaid, that it is brantifull as Tire 
24h, os as feruſalem, terrible &. c. Cant. 6.4. 
In the firſt place I call it th Beauty of their Order, and ſo it is, whether we 
reſp: their Conſtitution, or their Adminiſtration. Ubi Ordo dominatur, 
ſaich Nazianzen, pulchritud» ſplenatſcit: that is, where Order 77 
Zeamy ſbiues forth, It was Order that gave Beauty to this good y fabrick 
of the world, which before was but a confuſed Chaos, without form and 
void. Therefore Job, when he would ſer out che terribleneſs of che grave, 
and the difmal late of death, he calls ir, the Land of darkneſs, and the 
ſhadow of death wichout any Order, 0b. 10. 22. For Order is as che ſoul 
of the Univer ſe, the life and health of things natural, rhe beauty and ſtrengch 
of things Artificial. When the propbet Ifaiah, would deſcribe a 
place deſigned co deſtruction, I/. 34. 1. he ftyes, rhe line of confuſion, and 
the tones of emptineſs ſpall be ſtretebed over it, The better to undegitand this 
we may conſider, what Order is? The Schools tell us, it is, Parium, in- 
purinmg, ſua cuiq, tribuen: I 64, apta diſpo ſitis. Such a diſpoſition of things 
in themſelves equall and unequal, as givts to every one their due and pro- 
per place, It ſuited the wiſdom of the infinite and omnipotent Creator, fo 
make the world of differing parts, which neceſſarily ſuppoſes that there mult 
be differing places, for thoſe differing things to be difpoſed into, which is 
Ordhr. Thelike is nee 7 iy obſerved in the rational and political 
World, where perſons of differing endowments and qualifications need a 
differing ſtation to be diſpofed into, the keeping of which, is both the beauty 
and ſirengeh of fach a Society. Naruraliſts tell us that beauty in the bo 
ariſes from an exict ſymmetry or proportion of contrary humounrs, equal- 
ly mixed one wich an other: ſo doth an ordetly and artificial diſtt ibution 
of diverſe materials, make # comely Building, while homogeneous bodyes 
(as the depths of waters in the Sea, and heaps of ſand onthe Shore) run 
into confuſed heaps, as bodyes uncapable to maintain an order in themſel ve“. 
So that it apperrs, whoever is for a parity in any Society, will iy the iſſue 
reduce things into an _ confuſion, That God who aſfumes to him- 
ſelf the the title of being the God of Glory, is the God of peace, of Order, 
and not of Confuſion, 1. Cor, 14. 33, compat d with ver. 40. Fe is ſo it 
his Palace of the world, as well asin his remple of his Church: * 
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that rules the night, together with the ſtars, as the common-people of that 


upper region, who yer doe immediately veyle their glory, and withdraw 
their light, when their bridegroom cometh forth of tis chamber, In the 


firmament of the air, may we not ſee the lofty eagle in his flight far ſur- 
mounting the little choriſters of the valleys ? The like diſproportion who: 
obſerves not amongſt thoſe creatures that take their paſtime in the 
deep waters, or that range upon the high mountains, hunting for cheir 
prey? And hath not the ſame Almighty Creator and diſpoſer of all things. 
made ſome of the ſons of men as far diff:ring in height of body one from 


the other, as Saul from the reſt of the people, than whom he was higher 


from the ſhonlders upvard, or as much as the ſons of Anak did excel Ziche- 


us in procerity of ſtature. And are not ſome advanced as high above o- 


thers in dignity and power, as much as the cedars of Le binon the low ſhrubs 


of the valley? lt is no: then the reſult of time or chance, that ſome are, 
mounted on horſe-· back, while others are left to travell on foot. That ſome 
have w'th the Centurion, power to command, while others are required to 
obey, The poor and the rich meet toget ber. the Lord us the maker of them bath, 

The Almighty hach appointed her that fics behind the mill, as well as him that 
rul:thon the throne, And herein hath he as well confulted the good of 
bumane na ture, as the glory of his own wiſdome and po ver:  Thole of the 
ſop+riour rank, bur making a ſupply of what is wanting in the other: acher- 

wife might not the fooliſh and th igaorant be like to looſe e 
ue mige Not Lye 10 Ned | ier 
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(10) | 
Wilderneſs, if others were not as eyes to them. The fearful and the weak 
might be diſtroyed, if others more ſtrong and valiant, did not protect and 
defend them. The poor aud the needy might ſtar ve with hunger and cold, 
were they not fed with the morſells, and warmed wich the fleece oſ the 
wealthy. Is it not found by experience, that che greateſt part of mankind, 
are but as tools and Inſtruments for others to work by, rather then any 
proper Agents to eff. & any thing of themſelves : In peace bow would moſt 
people deſtroy themſclves by {L»thtulneſs and ſecurity? In war they 
would be deſtroyed by others, were it not for the wiſdome and courage of 
the valliant. If the virtue and the valour of the good did nor inter poſe by their 
authority, to prevent and ſ. ve, the vice of the bad would bring miſchief e- 
nough upon places to ruine both, elſe why is it ſo frequently intimated in 
the latter end of che book of Juiges, that in thoſe dayes, when there was 
no king in Iſrael, but every man was left to do what ſeemed righe in his own 
eyes, that theſe and thoſe eno: mityes brake forth, that violated all Lawes, 
and offered violence even unto nature it felf? dg. 17. 6. &. 18.4. &. 19 
1. & 21.25. Thus if Order were taken away, ſoon would confuſion follow, 
and every evill work, Pames, 3. 16. Nothing therefore can be imagined 
more remote either from right reaſon,or true tel gina, then to think th ic be- 
auauſe we were all once equal at our bir th, and ſnaſl be again at our death, 
therefore we ſhould be ſo in the whole courſe of out lives. In fine, a body 
would not be more monſtrous and deformed without an Head, nor a ſhp 
more dangerous at Sea without a pilot, nor a flock of ſheep more ready to 
be devout ed without a Shepheard, then would humane Society be without 
an Head, and Leader in time of danger, which in a difficult caſe the Gilea- 
dies are forced to acknowledge, when they flze for _ to Jep:hah, that 
mighty man of valour, to be their Captain and Head, to fave them from the 
Fand of the children of Ammon, whom a little before they had caſt off, #s 
an eye fore and ſuperfluous branch of their family, not worchy to enjoy 
any part ot inheritance amongſt his brethren. f 
Ide like mult be acknowledged concerning the o der of Adminiſtration, as 
nth been already faid concerning the order of conſtitution, whither in the 
church or ſtate, ſhe order ofdolomons houſhould. was an aſtoniſhing ſight to 
the Queen of Sheba, as well as the Wiſdome of his other contrivements. 1. 
King. 10.5; The Apoſtle Paul rejoyceth to behold the order of the Chur eh 
of the Coloſſians, as well as their Faith. The ſame Apoſtle gives a ſpecial 
direction to the Church of Corinth, that all things be done decently and 
in order, 4 vf, alluding to the adminiſtration of Rule in an Army, 
marfhalled in its ſeveral ranks, under the wiſe conduct of sxilfuf Leaders, , 
then which nothing.can be more comely or comfortable to themſelves, & 
terrible to their enemies, On this account it ſeems to be, that ſuch ſevere 
”: | animad- 
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Animadverſions have heen made upon all occafiogs on the yiolaters of Or 
der; mark them that wal 45 aich Paul, 3.7. T. 3.6.1 1. 494 — — 


Fab with rhew, Ad Ip anocher place, he wilhes they were cut off chan 
troubled chem, no doudt by their diſorderly aRi hiv the firſt Com- 
mand with promiſe, /c, the obſervation of che Order eſtabliſhed by diving 
latment, berwixe Superlours and Inferionrs, No wonder therefore 
then the people of [ſracl were ready, inſtead of pyniſhing the diſorder, 
and rebelſion of Cor ah, and his company, to countenance the buſineſs, God 
bimſelf ſteps in to quiet the Tumult, and by Moſes his mouth tells the preſent 
off-nders, and in them all others of the like ſtamp, that as t iey would mate 
an innovation in the camp, ſo he himſe f woul1 make a new thing in the 
earth, that ir ſhould open its mouth, and at once, withour any further cryal. 
or delay, ſwallow down and deyour thoſe preſumptuous offenders, that had 
attempted to violate the order God kimſelfhad ſo newly eſtabliſhed in the 
Camp, Behold ye diſpiſets of order and Goverment, and wonder, that 
God whoſe glory ic is to be tiled, long: ſuſſering, Patient and (low to wrath, 
is ſo quick in puniſhing this fin, as to prevent any future hope ot mercy 
by Repentance, to thoſe ſo notorious breakers of Order, What were this. 
bit co Chaos the world again, and to make In abilis terra, iunali is ungat , 
God w | therefore have after ages to read the greatneſs of this fin, ja the, 
greadfnlneſs of the pu iſhment therof, he earth is not willing to bear oſſen - 
ders of this nature, as we may ſee by the inſtance of the old world, whoſg, 
inhabitants when they fill the earth with violence, they are cue down out, 


of time, and carried off che earth with a flood, Abſalom that e | 


wretch, the ea · th is not wil i g to bear ſuch a burthen ; yea bell it 
it were diſqu eted by them from beneath, For that Kingdome ol dank 
is not without its order, without which it could not ſubſiſt, as our Saviour, 
argues, if Satan were divided ag iinſt himſelf his xi agdome could not ſtand: 
_ — is the firſt thing worthy our vbſeryation, in this excellent Platform 
Polity, The ſecond followeth which is, 10a 
2. The Wiſdome of their Conant, Their Heads had ſuch underſtanding, 
of the times, as ts know what Iſfrael aa ht to 40. Te oy” 
In a curious pie ce of Architecture, that which fir ſt oſſers it ſelf to the view. 
of the beholder, is the beauty of the ſtructure, the proportion that one. 
piece bears to another, wherein the Skill of che Architect molt ſhews it ſelf, 


Bur that which is moſt Admirable in ſenſitive and rational b-ings, js that in-, 


able to guid the whole, ,and influ». 
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formed ont of the duſt, as the poet ſpeaks, Os homini ſublime dedit.— . The 
Architect of that curious picce hath placed the Head in the fore-front, and 
higheſt ſphear, where are loiged all the ſenſes, as in a Watch - Tower, ready 
to be improved upon all occaſions, for the ſafety and preſervation of the 
whole. There are placed thoſe that ſook out at the windows, to foreſee 
evil and danger approaching, accordingly to alarm all the other inferiour 

powers, to take che ſignal and ſtand upon their guard for defence of the 
whole, There alſo is the ſeat of the Daughters of muſick, ready to give 
audience to all reports and meſſages chat come from abroad: it any thing 

ſhould occurre or happen nearer home, or further off, imparting eicher f-ar 

or evil, or hope of good; Their work is immediately to diſpatch m« [ages 

chrovgh the whole province of nature, to ſummon all the ocher Members 

together, to come in and yield their aſli:tance to prevent the miſchief feared, 

or prepare for the reception of the good promiled, or pretended, as the na- 

er the caſe may require. Thus are all orders wont to be diſpatched 

and iſſued from the Cinque ports of the ſenſes in, and about che head, for 

the benefit and advantage of the whole body. Very fitly cherefore in the 
body politick are the rulers by way of alluſiom called Heads · And in caſe of 
:inadility to diſcharge thoſe functions, ſuch ſocie:ics may not undeſet vedly be 
= compared to the Palmiſts Idols, that have eyes but ſee not, and have ears 
but hear not. Suppoſe the bands be never ſo ſtrong for action, or the feet 

never ſo ſwift for motion, yer if there be not diſcretion in the head to diſ- 
cerye, or judgement to determine wha: is meet to be done for the obviating 

of evil and danger, or procurir.g of good, it will be impoſſible ca ſave ſuch 
a body from ruine and deſtr uct.on. It che Maſt be never ſo well ſlreng- 
thened, and che Tackline ne ec ſo well bougd together, yet if there wants 3 
akilful Pilot to Steer and Gu de, eſpecially in a rough and rempeliuous Sea, 

the lame will ſoon take the prey, as it hapned a little before this time, in the 
Reign of Saul, when the Pmili tines had fo often harreſſed that Country, 
and placed their Gariſons in the very heart of the Land, and no: long after, 
when in the days of Rehoboam, who had ſhields enough, ſome of Gold, 
wich other weapons of War, many thouſand ſt alls of Horſes, with Nor ſe- 
men proportionable to manage them, yet for want of wiſdome and uader- 
ſtanding in the head of that rich and populous Kingdome, how ſoon is it be- 
eome a prey to the firſt aſſiylant, as afterwards alſo in the dayes of Poaſh 
when there was but a ſmall company of the Syrians that came againſt him, a 
great Holt was delivered into their hand, and all through chat ill conduct of 
whe Head of that Kingdome, Þ _ = 
But by the way, here we ate to mark, according to the ſence of the words 
already given; under the wiſdome of conduct, or underſtanding of the 
umes, to know what Iſrael ought co do, is nece ſſarily comprehended piety 


before 
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before God, as well as prudence amo 
cule of Scrirure ls 5 Feen 


| Aoguage and Phraſe, where as Divines uſe to fa verb 
ſenſus denot aut affect am cordis : therefore underſtanding to know i du- 
ty, requires a great deal of divine skill and ſpiritual wiſdome attained by 
Faith in Gods promiſes, diligent reading of the precepts of his Law, fervent 
and frequent prayer for diyine aſſiſtance, by which means David became wi- 
ſer then his Teachers, yea, was accoymed wiſe as the Angel of God to diſ- 
cerne good and bad, and to know all things that were i1 che earth, It was 
by a ſpecial Law required of God that the King in Iſrael ſhould have a copy 


of the divine Law, ritten out (by his own hand, ſay ſome of the Rabbines) 


and k-p: by him, that he might read ther ein all the dayes of his life, D ut. 17 

19,20. that from thence be might receive direction how to govern his 

Kiagdome, ſo that according to the excellent patern before us in the Text, ir 

is requiſite that the Heads and leaders of Iſrael, ſhould be verſed in Divine, 

as well as in hum ine Law. Therefore we find, chat when Solomon, aft et he 
was advanced to be the chief Head and Leader of Iſrael, when he had his 

Option granted him of God, could not ask any thing ſo well pleaſing ro 

God, and ſo needful to himſelf, as wiſdome, or an underſtanding hear t to 
judge the Iſrael of God, and to diſeerne between good and bad, As herein 
had David his Father before him approved himſelf, as a, meet S hepheard 
over the flock of God, in feeding of them acco ding to the integ ity of his 
heatt, and guiding them by t he $«ilfulneſs of his hands, P/al.78. «/:. That is 
he guided chem by his counſel, and preſerved them by his power, in which 


tyo branches is contained the ſum of a Rulers office, And though in many 


caſes the rule is very plain and eaſie, and he that runs, as is ſaid, may read 
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aceording to the received. 


vat ſrael ought to do; yet things may be oft times fo cir cumſtanced in 


Iſrael, that it is no eaſie matter to know what Iſrael ought to do: many 


times the right way lieth in a very narrow; the Channel may run between 
two dangerous precipices on either ſide, ſo that a man who hath not great 
underſtanding, Iacidit in ſyllam volens vitare charybdin, A Ruler may oft 
times run into one or more evils, and it may he great ones tov, that intend- 
ed only to avoid ſome leſſet one, yea ſometimes he that reſolves to keep the 
middle of t he Channel, yet for want of inſight and experience, not making 
allowance for emergent caſes & difficulties, not eaſie to be foreſren, may by 
the ſetting of the Current be ſhipwracked on the oppoſite Shoar : (Ji tem- 
pora, & rerum flatus ita circumvolvantur, ut adminiſtrandi ratio, cum illis 


ronſentiens, ft bona,feliciter mia contingent; at tempora et res ipſa mutentay, 
bit, gui in avindo rationem non wit at. As laid that great Italian Polititian }: 
"oy ee errour cannot be given, then that of 


| ff which dangers 
plas hope * of the güde that ever headed the Kingdome 


b, for he, to pt eyent a leſſer iflconvenience of having his on King 
: C3 dome 
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dome / that lay between the two great Kings of Aſſyria an1 Epypt 

the ſeat and feld of War, Jenies: c robe Egyprar'eo uf 700 
Kingdome, and ſo oppoling him in an hoſtile way, is overcome and Main, and 
his 4 ſpoiled by him 1 it proving the moſt fara! Battel that e ver was 
fought by any of the Kings of Judah, a1d which mide way to the fing! over« 
throw of the Kingdome, and following Capoyity of ehe people. So great 
miſcbiefs oft times do a:tend the want 


| F'underftanding to know what I 
rae! ought to do, Rehoboam aſſo and his people did both ftrangely rying 
themſelves by a contrary extream in this kind, in not underſtanding of the 
times to know what they ought to do, to avoid the dar ger which either of 
them feared, The King was afraid of being maced by his Subjccte, puts on a 
arb of greater Majeſty then was uſual in his countenance and words, at 
- Try when a condeſcending carriage, with more m idneſs and gentle 
neſs had been more neceſfiry, and in all probability, had ſaved both his Hos 
nour and his Kingdome : on the other ſide, the people a&<:d by the ſamefaral 
and precipitant counſels of raſh and unadviſed perſons, ta avoid the heavy 
yoke of che houſe of David, as they conceived, advanced one of the Servants 
of their former Kings, whoſe lictle finger proved indeed ( as the other 
proudly ſpeaks ) heavier then the loyns of the two former Kings; for the 
Kingdome was not able to ſtand long under the weight thereof, but was ſoon 
cruſhed and ruined by the tyrany of che ſucceeding Kings of the ten Tribes, 
The conlideration of ſuch dangerous conſequences, might obviate the heady 
” and tumultuous humors of many, who upon the leaſt diſcontent againſt ther 
” - Rulers, for want of ſucceſs, or the like, think of nothing leſs then of remo- 
ving them out of the World, or out of the Government at leaft, and ſub- 
ſtituting others in their room, which if they ſhould accomplifh, poſſibly 
might intangle them in the like, or a worſe miſchief then chat which they 
expeRted to be delivered from, as many have found by ſad experience, Ot 
doth the remedy prove worſe then the diſeaſe, Ju{#licitey agrotat ei plus 
wuali venit 4 medico, 414m a morbo. As good to have no King in Iſrael as to 
anoint a Bramble over the reſt of the Trees, In the proſenr exigent before 
us in the Text; the caſe e a good while, There was Abner 
the Captain of the Hoſt of Iſrael, wich the Son and Heir of the former King, 
engaged on the one fide; David and a few of his Seryants and followers on 
che other ; yet to thoſe that bad underſtanding of thoſe times, ir dorh at the 
laſt manifeſtly appear what Iſrael ought to do, Saul had oured himſelf of 
the Kingdome, by asking counſel of 10% God how to continue it in his fami- 
ly, who were ther sar e uſtly reſected of Gad David was by a ſpecial mane” 
date from God choleneo'de King in his ſtead, which Abner and che Capealy 
of the Hoſt:can readily. acknowledge , e and ſelf-intereſt iy | 


| pre 
laid aide and Conſcience bu permitted to ſpeak, The Kingdome belonged 
cr "+ 16 ande 


* 


Y T7 Saq 


— 


2e 


* 


ee 
. 1 - -- 


lem be long betore thi 


(15) | 
into David, not only in regard of ability and fitneſs, but alſo in point of 
right and title, as being the perſon . of God — them to choke ; yer 
roy pl ng to under ſtand it. Toe 
In SU tor as Solomon ſpeaks, yet in the dar k- 
eſt times that ever befel che Iſrael of God, they that will do the will of God 
may by inquiry, ſtudy and prayer come to know what it is. However it doch 
hereby appear of how great concer nment it is, for. the Heads in Iſrael to 
know what Iſrael ought to do, leaſt otherwiſe they be drawn to do, that 
which in Iſrael ought not to be done, Gideon was a wiſe man, that judged 
Iſcael with great approbation of God and man, yet out of a ſupertticious 
toncei-, will needs make an Ephod, which thing ought not to have been done 
in [ſrael, what followed ? All [{rael went a whor ing after it, and ſo it became 
a ſnare to himſelf in his family, and to Iſrael alſo, 

The body of a people are not much unlike the body of waters, which are 
not apt to move of themſelves, if let alone in their own receptacle, but as 
they receive an impreſſion from a forreign Rlement, or a power that is a- 
bove them: and things that are ſoft and flexible are ſuſceptible f divers, y 


vildome be alwayes too high 


1 


contrary impr eſſions. David by an inſinuating and melting ſpeech bowed 


the hearts of all the men of Iſrael as one man, They that have ſuch intereſt 
in them, had need know what they ought to do, ſeeing they may make t hem 


do almoſt what pleaſeth themſelves that are their Rulers: for Abſolom 


had bowed them as well as David, though ic were the wrong way, All mens 
hearts are not in their own keeping; wiſe men can eafily;find keys that will 
open the Cabinet and take away the Treaſure ; for tis ſaid, Abſalom ſtole a» 
way the bearts of the men of Iſrael, Thus in things of the greateſt mo- 


ment, ic is eaſie for Princes, and Leaders, and Heads of the Tribes to dra 
them that are their bones and their fl:ſh,as David ſpeaks to be of their mind 
and to engage in their quarrel, be it right or wrong, Many laſtances 


the ike kind may be given out of prophane as well as S:cred Hyſtory,for 
the ſca of examples of this nature is wichous bottome, whereby it will be 
found moſt evident, that thoſe who are the Heads and Leaders of any people 


may eaſily engage them in their own quarrels to their ruine and deſtr uction, 


. often as otherwiſe, | , 
Thus did I er oboam, Ahab, Jehu and others perſwade the people of Iſrael, 


the people of Rome, (and it is as true of any other ſort of people) that they 


were like ſheep, ia that it was eaſier to drive or lead a whole flock or 225 


tude of them, then any one ſingle creature amongſt them, By all w 


after: their own example, to embrace the abominable idolarry of the Calves 
which brought inevitable and fatal ruine upon the whole Kingdome of the 
ten Tribes, as well as upon their owne families. Cato was wont to ſay of 
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(16) 
be carryed on as where they who are concerned in the leading of Church 
or ſtate, have ſach underſtanding of the times, as to know what Iſrael ought 
to doe. | 0 
. The third thing conſider able in this unparalletd pattern of civill pali. 
ty is the unity of their Counſelr. That which in this juncture of affiirs be. 
fore us in the text, was apprehended as moſt mgec for Iſrael to doe, is by 
the joynt advice and counſel of the heads of chiFtribe pr opounded, and by 
the whole body of the people conſegted unto, and approved, ſuch a rare 
pattern of unity is ſeldome found in our times. Let a body politick be ne- 
ver ſo well proportioned, as to its conſticution, and form of goverment, & 
never ſo well furniſhed with wiſe and able men for its conduct and guica ce, 
yer if the ſcyeral members be not well tuned together, by a ſpirit of love and 
unity, there will never be any good harmony in their Adminiſtrations, 
Where the whole multitude is not of one heart, and of one mind, as was ſaid 
of them in the 44. Chap 4.3 2. there will appear little beauty or (trength, 
and no ſucceſs in any of their motions, In the b:au:itull Syſtem- of the 
world, which yer is compbunded of ſundry Elements. and t hoſe of differing 
qualiryes one from the other, yet is there ſuch a neceſſary and mu: ual con- 
nect on between the parts, that they are all ſo firmly kni: one to another, 
that ic is altogether impoſſible to make any breach in their union: rather 

will thoſe ſeveral bodies forget the propertyes of their own nature, then 

the-e ſhill be any Chaſwa or Vacuum amongſt them, which would tend to 2 

diſſolution of the whole.” Thus in che body politick, where it is anim ited 

tri. h one entire ſpir it of loye and umty, and ſetled upon laſting and ſure foun · 

dati ons of quietneſs and peace; all the ſeveral members, muſt and will con- 
ſpire together to deny, or for beat the exerciſe of their own proper incii- 

nations, to preſerve the union of the whole; that there be no Schiſme in the 

body, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks: Therefore where the higher bodyes in 
Charc't or ſtate, cannot deſcend (and that of their own voluntary inclina- 
tion without forcible compulſion ) and the lower and groſſer ones cannot 
aſcend up to meet the other, any man may eaſily read the deſtiny of ſuch a 
ſociety, It had been much better for Rehoboam to have denyed himſelf, 

and become the ſervanc of ſ is people, and ſubjects for that one day, rather 
then to have made them his enemies, if not his lords (for they were the 
greater Kingdome) for ever after, David was forced to yield to as much 
as that came to, if not ſom ching more, when he complains, ti e ſons of Z.. 
viah are too hard for him, rather then to make a breach between bimf.f & 
his men of warr, in that difficult time, when timſelf was yet weak, and the 
kingdo ne not firmly or fully ſetled in his hand. David was wiſe as an An- 
gel of God, to know what he had to doe; and doth not connive at their fin, 
although he doth for that time for beat to execute the puniſhment, leaving 
things 


. where any ord 
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things to a more convenient ſeaſon, Jeruſalem, ſayes the Pſalmift, is buil 
de] as a city chat is compact together: when the parts of a building are ſo 
drcificially framed one in o and:ber, chat they are as it were cemented, and 
kaic cogecher by a vital ſpigit of love, the more weight is laid upon tbem, 
the fir mer and ſtt onger they grow u but where they are dil joynted, ore 
part helps to weaken, and er the other, Cyrus is ſaid to have o. 
yerthrown the imp: egnable City of Babylon, by drawing the great channel 
of Euphrates, into ſeveral ſmall 'riyylers, which, badi ey continued in one 
main ſtream, he could never have done. It is not the ſtorms and rempelts, 
though neyer ſo boiſterous, wi:ile they are on the outſide, or upon the 
ſurface of the earth, that ke any commotion cher ein, but the vapors that 
ace inſenſibly gotten into its bowels, that make it quake and tremble. It is 
not the outwacd force and violence that ruines a commonwealth, ſo much 
as a ſpiric of diviſion, and contention ariſing from j ealouſies, prejudices, & 
animoſityes from within themſelves, which doth moſt dangerouſly threaten, 
and molt certainly foretell ics deſtruction, as our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks, an 
An louſe or King dome divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſ and. The ſwift ſhips 


that are driven by the fierce winds, or carryed with the raging waves of 


the ſea, yet ſo long as they who fit at their helmes are united. in their coun- 
ſels and endeavours, moft commonly do avoid the danger of ſhip-wrack, be- 
ing turned this or that way, upon occaſion, at the will of the governour, 

ut if they v ho are to manage them cannot agree amongſt themlelves, they 
may ealily be emerſed, and whole navies of them become but ladibrium Ver- 
torum. Uaicy of Counſell is one of che chief foundations of civill Polity: 
But if the foundations be diſſolved, what can the righteous doe? but mourn 
in ſecret, whea they foreſee, but cannot prevent the miſer yes that are coming 
upon a factious, divided and ſelf-deftroying people. It was a ſad time in It- 


rael, when one half of the people followed Iibni che ſon of Gigath, the o- 


ther balf follu wel Onei, whence might neceſſarily beinferred the deſtr ucti- 
on of one ſide or of the other, as ſoon after came to paſs in that people, 
Oc elſe mry danger te ruine of the whole, as too often hath been ſeen in 
the world, that when leſſer ſocietyes have deen divided among!t themſelves, 
they haye but che ſ50ner: become 4 prey to a ſtronger power, Which if ix 
had not been experienced in molt of the ſtates, and ſoctetyes of the Chriſi- 
anworld, and in all the latter, as well as ancient revolutions of the nations; 
a order of Goverment, ei:her civill or eccleſiaſtical hath been eſta- 
bliſhed, might have been erxemplifyed by particular inſtances, Felix quem 
| y chac can take warning by the harms they have 
obſer ve in preceding tim :s. Suc1 diviſions, eſpecially in the Church of 
God. are in a great meęaſure to be aſcribed to the policy of Satan, who en- 


deavo: waves and meanes to foment diviſions, amongſt thoſe of the 
avours by afl wayes and D - FL chere 
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Church. by that courſe ro ruine them, while in the mean time, he provides 
for the quiet of his own Kingdome, the world, God alſo may de ſaid to do it, 


being provoked by the pride and tyranny, with other wickednefs of the ſons 


of men, judicially to mingle a perverſe {pirit in the midſt of a nation, & ſuffer. 
ing their pr it ces to be dectived, and to ceceive their people, as the prophet 


"Tpeaks of Egypt. Iſa. 19. 13, 14. Cauſing them to erte tn every work thereof 
as a drunken man ſtaggereth in his vomit, But the meritorious and procu- 


ring cauſe of thoſe ruinous aud deſtructiye counſells ariſes from the, weak: 


neſs or wickedneſs of a people themſelves : It ibeing obſet ved as one of 


the blefli-gs God was pleaſed to caſt in to ſomgheathen ſtates, as a reward 
of their witdome and prudence, wich other mor H virtues, viz. their lon 
peace, and flouriſhing proſperity upon the earth. It is much to conſider, 
that all Aſia can agree together in the worſhip of a Diana, and the Image 
that fell down from jupiter, while one ſingle Church im the city of Coriat 


cannot long hold together in the worſhip of the true God, nor retain the 


rites of his wor ſhip, and th e regular uſe of the ſacred'Bodyes of love and 


unity, without ſuch ſhamefull diviſions, and ſcandalous breaches, as they are 


ſharply rebuked for by the Apoltle, in both his E piſt les to that Church, im- 

puting the root of thoſe diviſions to the lults of che fleſh, Are ye not carnal, 

and Walk as men? 1 Cor. 3. 3. | ed 

gut this being a matter of ſo great concer nment for the good ani walfire 

of Societyes whither Chriſtian er civill, it may not be 2miſs co enquire into 

the true pro and "reaſons of ſuch Unity, or the way how |t Mx be 
brought about. The firſt and principal is, a elear diſcovery of the right 

way of their peace and proſperity, it being taken for granted, that this is, 
or ought to be the end that all Societyes generally aj me ar, ſc, a quier poſ- 
ſeſſion of what they already have, wich enlargement of cheir proſperity, if 
attainable, But if there be no agreement inthe meanes that ſeem moſt di- 
rectly to tend to that end, but that appt ehenſions are divided about that, 

they may be as much divided for ever: For at this time, and aglittle before, 

the Iſraelites were taken with a fond deſire of a Kingly Goverment, yet not 
Being at an agreement amongſt themſelves about rhe perſon, or the man- 
ner of his Goverment, they were divided into factions till their minds by 
fad experience came to be convinced, that David was the perſon,” not only 
called, but qualified of God for chit great ſervice, vbich Amaſa 'expre ſf:s 
in the name of the reſt of the Tribes, Thine are we David, and on thy fide 
thou ſon of Jeſſe, ſo that nothing can be ſuppoſed more'ditely+to tend to 
the creating and maintaining, unity in the counſells and affections of a people, 
then cleer convincing light, and a demonltrative evidence; that what is pro- 
pounded, is he des and proper meanes to bring abbut the end generally 
aymed at, othewiſe, it will be [id Scinaitur incertum ſtudia in contraria 9 
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The poor man by his wiſdome, ſaith Solomon, delivered the city,” And ebe 
wiſe woman, of. Abel ſaved: the cy by propounding ſo meet an expedient, 
as gained acceptance in all apprehenſions, Ocherwiſe it may fall out as Solo- 
mon ſaich, Ec. 10. 15. the labour of the fooliſh mearyeth every one of them, for they 
4% not how to find the way to the city. Where wiſdoms is wanting to direct 
mens actions, labour will be endleſ, xche iſſue m ſchief, or diſappoin: men: at. 
che beſt. When once the people of Rome were ready to mutiny uporſ quar- 
rel chat fell out between the Citixens of the higher, and thoſe of the lower 
ranke, Menippus healed the breach by a wiſe Aylegu of the contention be- 
tween the belly, and che members in the body natural, which carryed ſuch a 
convincing evidence along wich it, that all partyes at variance were ſoon a+ 
greed about the way of their own welfare, The like wiſe medium was pro- 
pounded by Jotham, in the niach of Judges, but it could not be attended, be- 
cauſe God had ſent an evill ſpirit amongit them, as the text there ſpeaks. 

2. The mutual inter eſt that the members of the ſame Society have in the 
affect ions of each other, gives great advantage to promote this Unity, if duly 
conſidered. There was no ſmall argument in the words of Abram uſed to 
Lot, Let not ws full ont, for we are B rethren, Nature leaves a ſtrange inſtinct 
upon thoſe of che ſame kind, even amongſt the bruic creatures to defend 
one another, and to revenge the injury done to their owne. kind: ſuch inclt- 
nations uſe to work more ſtrongly ich thoſe chat are endued with reaſon, 
The jaynt intereſt of people in che ſame family, nation or religion, tends 
much this way: Job could pot have uſed a more pathetical argument to 
his brother Abiſh.i., tbea the mention of Cour people, and the cityes ofi aur 
Cad] whereby to engage him taa na; animous combate with the common 
enemy; as alſo the promiſe of mutuzl aſſi tance each to other, and no doubt 
ee exhor tation to magnanimity. took the firmer hold on eithet 

their hearts. to conlider their neer relation each ro other. David enga- 
ges much on this account, For my Brett ren an Companions falt, J will now 
ſay prace be wit hin thee, Pſal. 122 g. On the other hand, when the minds of 
per ſons ar geit her Jeavenet wich ꝙride, of diſcont ented, or their ſpirits im- 
bictered wichj-alouſies ot prejudices againſt each other, it cannot but muen 
hinder t his deſir ed ii ty. When the envy of Ephraim, and the vening of 
Judah ſhall ceaſe.one-coward another I/ 11. 13. they may the more eaſily 
ſubdue all other of their enemies. | | | 
3. This comes to paſs by the prudent and condeſc-nding behaviour of 
thoſe chat ate leaders of others, who. by their diſcreer behaviour may doe 
much to maintain Love and unity in Soeistyes, for want of whieh off times 
it is miſerably, loſt, 7 be ſoft ao/ver paeiſterb wrath, and thi ſoft tongue breaketh 
the bone, ſaith Svlomon. Gideon by a mild and gentle anſwer prevented a 
quarrel berwixt himiand the — which aftet wards upon the e 
. 8 : N 
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occ iſion brake forth inte a bloudy warr, in the dayes of Jeptah. David 
b wed the hearts of all che men of Iſrael as one man, by an inſinuating ſ 
as by his diſc-eer behaviour in former times he won che hearts of all Saule 
ſervants, notwithſtanding that inveterate prejudice, envy and malice of their 
maſter againſt him, Duro con duro non ſat bon muro, ſay the Italians; a firm 

wall will not be made up of hard tones, without the mixture of ſome more 
yiel ling matter to cement them together. That may eaſily be drawn by 
love, that will not be driven by a mighty force. The rigor of a Command 
m iy be much ſweetned by the gentleneſs of che expre;lion. Paul, though nom 
the aged, will rather for loves ſake beſeech, or intreat a favour of Philemon, 
then enjoyne a duty. Moſes his calling the Iſraelites Rebells, was more like 
to increaſe the Rebellion of their wills againſt God, then any way alter that 
evill diſpoſition of their minds. Jobs per emp ory djur ing of David, al- 
though in that exigent, it gained the preſent end he aimed at, yet it for ever 
after loſt his interelt in his Sovereigns heart, the har ſnhneſs of the words be- 
ing har der to be digeſted then the matter contained in them. Many times 
alſo the difficulty of a meſſage is much ſweetned by the courteous diſpoſition 
of them that bring it, as the third meſſenger ſent by the king of Iſrael to 
Elijah, ſeems to find by expet ience. Rehoboams yoke had not ſeemed fo 
intoller. ble, if it had wich more gentle words been impoſed; wherefore fol- 
lowing kings chuſe rather to expreſs their non- aſſent to the demands of 
their tubject, by an Adviſers le Rcy, then by an harſh and abſolute refuſal, 
When Themiſtocles once told the Adriens, to whom he was ſent to demand 
tribu e, that he would bring two mighty Gods to overcome them, Love and 
Eloquence, it was replyed to him, that they had two mightier then they, ſc bo- 
verty and impoflibility, or elſe very probably the other might eafly have 
prevailed. This way of procuring unity and peace is as much ſeen in mat: 
ters of Religion, as in things of another nature, where as a late Author 
truly ſaith, by paſſionate, hot and eager Diſputes peace is alwayes loſt, and 
truth is ſeldome or never found. 

4. In the fourth and laſt place; This is brought abont by the irfluence 
and aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, ſo diſpoſing the wills and «ff. tions of men 
that unity and peace are thereby both procured and preferved, For if God 
be provoked to ſend an evil Spirit, as he did bet wit che men of Sliechem, and 
the f ouſe of Millo, the wiſeſt Counſels ſhall not prevail, as at that time was 
delivered them by Jotham a very ſage Apologws, yer it could not prevent that 
wicked conſpiracy between the men of Shechem, and Abimetech, for God 
bad purpoſed by that means to puniſh them both, ſothat's mutual fire is kin- 

Aled, whereby the men of Shechem & the-tiouſe of Millo' are dewgur ed one by 
another: when a mans ways pleaſe the Lord, bis very Enemies ſhall be at peace 
with him, much more eaſie it is to expect that ſuch may obtain peace one with 


another 
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mother, when God is ſtiled the God of love and peace, it is therein implyed 
not only: chat he is the approver of thoſe Bleſſiugs, but the Author — Gi- 
ver of them. It was prophecied of Solomons Reign, that there ſhould be 
an abundance of Peace, and ſo it was fulfilled, till God ſtird him up Adver- 
faries, which put an end to his peace: So as if God will give a Commiſſion 
to any Inſtruments, to take away peace from this or that part of the Earth, 
it may not be expected. to continue longer there; for he will either mingle 
1 perverſe ſpiric amongſt their Counſellors, as was threatned to Egypt, or 
hide the Cou aſels pt peace from the eyes of the People; or their Leaders, 
whence they may be daſhed together to their mutual deſtr uction and t uine. 
4. The fourth and laſt thing conſiderable in this exact pattern of a. civil 
ſtare, is the heighe of their courage and reſolution, It is a ſign of great 
proſperity and ſucceſs in any enterpriſes, when the Bretht en are valiant 
and reſolute in the execution, as their Leader s are wiſe in their conduct. 
That obedience to the commands of their Super iours, is intended in a great 
meaſure, in the Text, I deny not, but what might be required her e of that 
nature, may be gathered from what was ſaid under the Head of order, treat- 
ed of in the fictt place. In this place therefore j ſhall confine my ſelf, only 
to that of their courage and reſolution, which though in the laſt place to be 
ſpoken to, yet is not the leaſt thing conſider able ia a fl our iſting ſtate: for o- 
tber wiſe through the cowar de and qſloth fulneſs of a people with other vi- 


ces attending thereon, aſter ages may eaſily loſe all that ricbes; wealth and 


honour, wluch the wiſdome and valour of. the preceding haye obtained: as 
may be ſeen in the dayes of the Judges that ſueceeded Joſhuah, and of the 
Kings that ſucceeded David and Solomon. Hyram concludes the proſperity 


of Ifraetftomthe wiſdome bf David. and Solomon his ſuceeſſour; to be 


fare, when wiſe Leallers art attended with valiaat people, it is caſje to fore: 
tell the proſper ity of ſuch a nation. The very name. of David and his m b. 
ty men that were with him; though weary and weak-handed (48. 12 N . 
wiſely ſuggeſted )- was enough to fright Abſolom and all. the men of Iſtael 
from pu ſuing their advantage: I ſhall bece therefore take occaſion to dit 
courſe ſomewhar of chat eminent ver tue, ſo neceſſary for the floyriflyng, of 
4 people, diſpoſed into a woll. or der ed polity. , Valom iin i vix tue ol 
che miade enabling us to perſiſt in ur duty potwith anding thed pl 
danger thereof. They are not a little miſtaxen, that think noch 
red to valour, but a daring confidence to fight. , vt now pen martyrem, fie nes” 
pug na fortem, ſed cauſa facit. It is a lawful ſtriving as the Apoſtle tells us, 
chat deſerves the Garland ve muſt know? chegeſore, that there ace four in- 
gredients neceſſary to ebe conſſit ueioo of a | 1h m An 
1. The firſt magma nimity. or groan | Ye | 60g . 
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(22) 1 
though it ſhould be to compiſs ſome ſeeming great advent It was the: 
Senden ofche wor thies of G — Teach — deliverance, 
ſe. upon lo and baſe terms, which may be impoſed by Aver ſaries. Paul 
will tacher dy then make his glorying void: a valiant mind wilt; rather lay 
down his life then keep it upon diſhonourable terms. If the men of J.:bcſh- 
Gilead, or Ahab aſter wards; had accepted of their lives or peace, upon the 
igaominio us tearms offered by the ſoppoſed Conquer er, it had been a thing; 
unworthy of the lſraeſ of God. Nor will Nehemiah: loſe bis honour, as 
he was Governour, by fleting to ſave his life in an biding place oſ ſecurity, 

o neither doth Chriſtian humiticy require a man to ſtoop to any thing, un- 

ecoming his Faith and profoſſtion. Paul that can yield to any thing for the 
honour of God, and good of others, yet will yield to nothing, nor giye 
place for an houd to them that will lay a ſnare for their liberty. And 
in another caſe of a civil nature, the ſame Apoſtle, although no Souldier, but 
of Chriſt Jeſus, ſtands upon dis honour, and the priviledge-of his freedome, 
when he is not fair ly tx kated actor ding to the dignity of a Roman, Is it 
lawſul to ſcourge a Romrn?"ſych was panls humility as an. Apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chriſt, chat he can be com ent to receive forty ſtripes of his own Nation, yet 
hath ſo much mag nanimity that he will not yield to receive one of an Hea- 
then, where he hath à civil right to plead an exemption, Such megnanimity 

ecomes the Iff a&t of God} as was ſaidiof Gideons Brethren that each, one 
fhouldrefemble the Children of a King, 16 it be ſaid, that in ſuch à caſe a 
man can do no other god. then to ſheu is will; it may be ſaid, in magnir 
voluiſſe ſat rſt, in matcers of great moment, it is enough if a man; ſhews but 
the reſolution of his mind. " 

2. A ſecond ingredient, is Confidence or holdneſs, not to be aftaid:of the 
danger of evil ſuppoſe; though it ſhould be death it ſelf. It ſeemed Joab 
ind Aber” wete® followed! with" valiant men, - :when- they cad {0 
readily lay down chᷣtit tes, at the command of their Captains. The Rigb- 
teous are bold as a Lyon, ſaith Soldnion, not afraid of — thougb he- 
yer fo grear, either felt or feared; David wilt nat be afraid'chough an Hoſt 

uld eptzmp againlt dim, Plat. 25. 3. Fear is an etobondaging; affeftion 

at the t be fel of God arc called'unto liherty y therefore it becom n 

Agthe fear of dent to be ſabi cd unto bond ige: it was a nota- 


them thy 
Bie plett of Vaour thit diſcovered it fell inabat Boglſh Captain, under bis 
King in France, Who being ſent to dilcover the Enemirs Campi and his aum- 
bers, was yo whir diſconraged ( by che great difpropartion-rhat might. be 
obſeryed Verwixt! themſelves" ah@ the enemy) bur 7tturhed this: anGrer, 
har che * a ve | of chem enongh to aillz ehough? te take 
besides, all yehich camer:to paſs. ſo001 af- 
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ſpirit of Qovrage, that ſome of Gods people bave been ended withal, 
when Gads Spirit was {aid to come upon them, 28 upon $amp» 


| when he ſmote the Philiſtines hip and -thiph ; and ; y [when he 
þ . . 8 18 5 * 
engaged wich Goliah, or Jonathan and his Ar mor- bearer engaging againſt 


4+ the Pluliſtines, and under taking a whole Garriſon of them at once; Thus 
when the Spicic of God doth in any eminent manner excite and ſtirx up, or 
e valour of their minds, they are and will be enabled to-do 
' great things. Many a mans courage would ſerve him to fight very valiantl 
| dhe but aſſured to come off with victory or ſucceſs, og: über lo 
of life: but tr ue valour at gaes ſuch a confidence of mind, as enables a-man 
to look Dcath in the fac in cold hlood, as we uſe to ſay, and not to be daunt- 
ed with the counte naue of that King of Ter rour. As was ſeen in Joab,2 Sam. 
10. Ia. Who is refolyed:tq bebaye himſelf valiandly; leaving the iſſue and ſut· 
ceſs 40 God, to do whas . ſnauld quem good im his fight. Why ſhould not 
every tr ue Iſtaelite having the ſame cauſe; the: ſame ſpirit of Faith, the ſame 
promiſes, have experience of the ſame courage and conſidence of minde in 
their meaſure. 902i 2153-433 n 
3. In the third place, Patience is alfo requiſite, enabling them quietly -to 
bear with all the evils they may meet wit hiby reaſon of the diuturnity ot the 
Act. It chou. aint im the day of aduerſiey, ſaich Solomon, Prov, 24. 10. thy 
ſtrength is bus ſmall; It is obſervable, that God never brought about amy 
-great matter of moment, for theiſalyation of his people, but he calld'the In- 
ruments ther ein to the exerciſe: of great patience". before it were atcom- 
-pliſhed , ſo that in their experiences, they muſt ſay, £24; cupit opratam 
eyrſa . Alulta tnlit fecit gg ci At Mraels firſt coming our of BRype, God 
would not carry them by the way of | che Spyes, though [that was nigh,” ( 2 
jour ney of a feu dayes) deſt they ſhould: faint and be diſconraged when 
they ſee war. And as aſter mard God would try Gideons Army; before he 
would call them for thto Har: for when that Generation that 'came out of 
Egypt upon tryal, manifeſted ſuch untractibleneſs and impatience under the 
- hazard and diflicukins;gf van, God ſaw meet to lay them wholly:aſide, and 
train up their polteriry by degrees co inure and accuſtome them to bèur the 
di iiicul, ies and hazards abvredF.. Amongſt Davids ſmall number that fol- 
. lewed him while he was at Ziglag. one third part tis ſaid, was fo faint, that 
| they could not go oyer;ghe-BoogkBeror, but they were not denled their e- 
qual proportion in the ſpoi le, which ſhewd their tart ying behind: proceeded 
not fr om he want of: vou ig their minds, mut i moves kneſs in their bo- 
dies, which are hut irrt, or et- cle nice f ſo chat pitienee under 
ell, 4s ver N. nec HIV ſor a Sonſdier © oy 1) 50 Vc or AD 2 


4. Ia che laſt. lac. per ſererance, whereby we endure unto the end. This 


C 
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is a law in the eivil as well as ſpiritual combate, that there muſt be holding 
out to the end, without which the Cron is not to be expected. It ws one 
pact of the Kacramentum militare, by which the Roman Souldiers were wont 
to be lilted of old, nor only cbar they ſnouid not be unwilling to dye for the 
Common - wealth, and engage to do whatever their Emper our ſhould com- 
mand, but that they ſhould never forſake the Camp while there was need of 
their ſervice. And to this principle was all their ſucceſs in their Wars to be 
aſcribed; that they were unwear ied therein, of whom it was truly ſaid, that 
though they were ſæpius in prælio, winguam in brils vidt i; though they loft 
many Battels, yet their valour was ſo g eat, that they would never yield to 
ad ver ſity. Moſes will not allow the two Tribes and an half co fir ſtill aſter 
their own inheritance was cleared of the Enemy, till they had alſo helped to 
pur their-Brethren into the poſſeſſion of theirs, Numb:32.6. And in the 78 
Pſalm; the Pſalmiſt complains of the Children of Ephraim, that they turned 
back in the day of Bartel, Ike a broker/Bow.' A true ſpirit of valour will 
alwayes ſtand bent to the ſame mirł, not deceiving” thoſe that truſt thereun- 
to. The courage of Davids mind held good after his body grew faint and 
weak, whereby we ſee that per ſever ance is the property of a valiant minde, 
as well as confidence or patience. | | \ 
Application. Theſe f our Conſiderations prenyſed , offer a ſezſonable 
word of Advice to every one that is come hither this day. As John the Bip- 
tilt was furniſhed from that meaſure of heavenly wiſdome he was endued 
with, to give à fatiſfying anſwer to ſeveral that came to him with this oy 
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on, hat foall we de? Lake, 3.ver.10,12,14, Sa may any wiſe Scribe in- 
ſtructed to che Kingdame of God, from this text be ſupplyed to give an an- 
ſwer to every per ſon here preſent, und met tagether upon this {ylemn' occa- 
ſion, that ſhall enquire, hat chey ſhall doe, in reference to the buſineſs be- 
fore us: I preſume there is none here preſent, but will be found in one of 
theſe three capacityes, eĩt her of an Ele ctor, vr one elected or a Sub j:ct un- 
der the charge of thoſe who are like co be continued in, or choſen to the office 
of an Head or Ruler in this our tribe. each one may from the premiſes, 
hear ſomething ſpoken uno him in the language of that Capacity wh: rein he 
ſtands before the Lord this dg. | 
For or der ſake, I ſhalliin the firſt place addrefs my ſelf to ſpeak unto you 
that are mer here as Elect urs. There was jay in Iſrael when the Tribes 
were now met together to eſtabliſh che Kingdome in the hands of D wid. as 
is ſaid in the laſt verſe of this Ch ipter. By proportion this div was wont to 
be a joy fulbday unto us, being ab it were the ſolemnizing of the Hirth- day of 
our little St ate, therenewaltof our Goverment, wich ole civill priviſedg- 
es, The Alvice I hill preſent you wir at this time is by way, of Caution 
in the worlis-of che Apoſtie, Gal. 3. 13. Yow are now called to rhe exerciſc 
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3 
a civil} Liberty (wherein much of your other libertyes are bound 
) Uſe not your liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, but by love to ſerve 
cher. Thoſe that doe but ſer iouſly conſider, how much the honour 
of God, 4s well as their own good and welfare is corcerned in the regular, 
and conſcientious proceeding in this buſineſs of Election, cannot but bave. 2 
ſolemn awe upon their hearts in this work, and judge that the putting a So- 
lemnicy upon the grandeur of the day, is the leaſt part of the ſervice thereof, 
T might here minde you, that although it uſes to be accounted ore o the 
highett civill priviledges a people can enjoy, to have the liberty to chooſe 
their owne Rulers, and not to be impoſed upon in that kinde, yer if this 
matter be not carefully lookt unto, ſo as to be both prudently and conſci- 
enciouſl y carryed on, it may become an occaſion of the greateſt bondage; 


is hath been too ſadly verefied almoſt in all the elective ſtates and kingdoms 


in the world, The fatal inſtance of Abſalom makes it appear, 
bow eaſie a matter it is to court à well meaning people into ſucha fable 
conceit of liberty, as may end in the rulne both of Electors and Elected. 
As was ſeen in the perſun forementioned, as in Ab melech and bis Tribe 
long before. Tor they were upon the Election of a King, Certainly i 
they were accouni ed curſed ꝗece vers, that having a male in their flock, ſhall 
vow and off+c ro the Lo d + cr rupt thing. Mal 1. 14. what may we think 
of them hat being culled iv. +: © ne of their Brethren with the ſupream po- 


wer of Rule & Ge {+1 © »f the highelt ſervice for the glory of God 
E good of men) 1.1! h. © with ſact on or prejudice, or by«flcd 
wich ſelf lere t, vil © 43 £445 4s co chooſe per ſons to fuch a 
ſervice, as are nttlicr ap 04 © (334, 0” ACC:Proble ro wiſe men, og in 


in their choſe tote K & ante choſe tae are, | mean not to end 


the dire ions giver b, 49d Mmlclt, Exod 11 27. Ale miy (e1rins God 
"Tc, Yeaitis cx el comminded then, Deut. 17. 15. T how salt id any 
wiſe ſit him bing ever ihie whom the Lord rhy God hall eh,: wham is God 
fad co chuſe, bat thoſe whom he hath nc Only called but fitted for ſech 
office by the gifts of wiſdome and grace, u fuch were wont to be (ſignified 
by the holy oyle uſed to be 22 on them. God doch in theſe; dayes 
mediitely ſeem to point at ſuch to rule as he was wont of old immediately 
to call forth to ſuch ſervice. What ever ſtrange concurrence might be ob- 
ſer ved in the per ſon of Saul, between the raſnneſs of the people to inforcin 
Samuel to the preſent choyce of a king, and the raſhneſs of the kirp in mo 
of his enter priſes (which proved a bad zOmen from b's firſt anoyntirg) 
whereby at lalt he ruined himſclf, and many of his people) yet was be fur- 
niſhed wich excraordinary gi'rs, as ſoon as ne Was called to the exercſe- of 
| ent. Te may llill be exp cted in a tr ue ſence, that a divine Sen- 
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I wilt not here ingage in any diſpute whicher it it be either neceſſary, or con- 

yenient for a freepeople to uſe their liberty in oft changing their Magiſtrates 

or chief Rulers, Concerning inferiour Officers,ſuch as are Fiſcalls & Trez. 

ſurers, whoſe places (by reaſon of che profit they uſually are attended with) 

are more liable to temptation & corruption, there is no matter of danger in 

their change. Wiſe Hannibal, while he was Pretor at Carthage, got an ad 

from the Senate for the changing of tuch great Officers every year, having 

obſerved how ready they were all to hold together to the obſtruct on of 

jaitice, and opp e ſſion of the people. Bur for the ſupream Rulers, of whom 

one layes well, that quaſi cor Keipnblie, quod mutare non expedit, i, e. that 

being as the heart and vitals of the Commom wealth, it is not expedient to 

run an hazzird in often changing of them. Another ſpeaks to the ſame 

purpoſe, That unlets a Countrey be very full ofskilfull and expert men, by 

often changing their Rulers, the Goverment will fall into the hands of rude 

and ignorant Mechanic ks. But where the wiſdome of any Countrey hath 

by long experience, ſeen cauſe to continue the ſa ne Rulers, they bad need 

be well adviſed, that ſhould promote any iunovauon, eſpecialiy in any diff. 

? cult JunRure of affairs: It cannot but be dangerous to pu: the helm into 

: the hands of an unexperienced p lot in a tempeituous or ſtormy ſeaſon, In 

fuch caſes it i moſt an end found true, as the Spaniards ſay, the evill chat 

8 is preſent, is better then the god that is to come, for fo many times 

P a ſmall inconvenience and infir muy, is charged into an unſuffcrable evill, 

The people of Iſrael, no doubt would ſoon have found the little finger of Ab- 

foloms vices, heavier then the toynes of all Davids Infirmicyes. It was good 

Countelt which a wiſe man of Capua once gave his fellow Cit zens, chat be- 

foxe they cut off the old Senators, they ſhould find new ones that were ber 

ter to place in their room, which when upon tryal they were not able to 

doe, they wereeaſtly perſwaded to continue the former in place. Let wil- 

dome and kno-'vledge be found in our Electors, as well as in our elected Ro- 

lers, and that will be the ſtability of our times, and the ſtrength of Salvation. 
Our Elect on is the foundation of our Goverment. A ſma'l and inconſide- 

rable error in the Foundation, may put the whole Building much out of or- 

der. As in the body natural, a defe& in the firſt concc ction is ſeldome help- 

ed by the ſecond, ſo will ic be found in the body politick. And in all ages, 

fuch as are the Rulers, ſuch will be the people both in Church and itate. 

Therefore how doth it concern thoſe that have an oppertunity in their 

hands, not only to keep it, but to improve it and manage it aright, for the 

upholding and maintaining good order and diſcipline, both in Church and 

Stzie , For if I miſtake no, any man may make bach a true pr ognoſlick, & 

diagnoſtick of the athletick State of your people. through the whole order of 


your Goverment, both edel and Gal, by your EleRions, and th 
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oc ll eriours; in things ſacred as well as civill, 

1am bold to ſpeak the more on this hand, that 1 might imprint upon all 
your minds, that are any way concerned in Election, a conſcientious care of 
your duty, and faithfull diſcharge of the truſt committed to you, It was 
one of the laſt requeſts that Mos 
fleſh, juſt as he was ready to reſign up his charge, that a man might be 
ſet over the Congregrtion, which might both goe in and out before them, 
that the Congregation of the Lord be not as ſheep that have no ſhebeard, 
Num. 17. 16. 17. Lelt they ſhould there by be left to wander every one at- 
ter his owne imm igination, and ſo degenerate into corrupt and fooliſh 
wayes to their one deltr uc on. 1 am not ignorant that the lot of this 
dayes El tian is in a great part aft into the lap, the diſpoſal hereof from 
the Lord we expect to know by and by : but 1 ſp-ak for the future, 
and in way of caucion to take heed to our Elections, for our (A) depends 
upon it. It was à ſad preſage of evill times approaching upon Jeruſalem, 
when the p-ople were driven to ſuch miſerable ſhifts, as to ſhi owd the m- 
themſelves under the skirts of unmeet perſons, only for the ſ.ke of meat and 
clothing. /i. 3. 6,7. fot they are the things leſt requiſite in him who is 
called cob: an Healer, A poor and wiſe child, is better then an old and fooliſh 
King. ich Solomon, Eccleſſ 4.12, And for a man to be put into the Prieſts 
office; not qualitiel chereunto, only to eat a mor ſel of bi ead, may prove 4a 
curſe co the place, and people, as well as to that perſon, as was pronounced 
againſt the Family of Eli, 1. Sam. 2.36. | 

If any ſhould here expect that a character ſhould here be given, how to 
judge of ſuch men as may be accounted meet to be heads or leaders of Iſrael, 
the text is a fu!l deſcription, ſuch as have underſtanding of the times to know 
what Iſrael o1ght to doe; and they who are ſuch doe diſcover themſelves, 
or may be dil:i1guiſhed from orhers by theſe qualifications, 

t. The fear of the Lord, and the love of Righceouſnſs. The fear of the 
Lord i the beginning or chief part of wiſtome as the text tells us, He that 
is not wiſe for himſelf or for his owne foul, will never be wiſe for the com- 
mon- wealth. They that are not of Iſrael, will ot mch care to know 
what Iſraei ought to doe, David that wis a companion of them 
that fear the Lord, is eaſily induced co ſeek ih: ghd of ail ſuch, Pal. 122.8, 
What P'ato ſaid of Philoſophers , we may ſay of the men that fear God, 
(which is the beſt wiſdome) who wiſhed that they were the only kings, or 
that kings were only ſuch. David, owned by God himſelf to be a man af+ 
ter his own heart, was the ſtandard by which his Succeſſors were mea- 
ſured : amongſt whom you will find, that to doe that which was right, Was 
rather a diminution then other wiſe, or it could be added, with a r. 
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8 (28 ) 
fiebrt, as did David his father. $6; as to know” ot doe tfiat which"is'riphy 
unleſs it were out of integrity of their hearts, and conformity to the mind of 
God, doth not in Gods account denominate a man wiſe, or one that knows 
what Iſrael ought to do, God may make uſe ofthe common gifts of the fpirit, 
or natural endoym-nts of men uaſanctifyed for the good ot his people & of- 
ten doth: when the Goverment is by providence unavoidably devolved upon 
them, but i: may be quoſtioned, whether a people can expect a bleſſing under 
ulers of their own voluntary choyce, whoſe pie y may upon cer tain & good 
grounds be ſuſpected, or denied. whatever their other qualifications may be. 
2. Humane Learning in coajaaction with the for mer. Such as by the 
benefit of natural parts Experience, Education, and ftudy, have advantage 
above others to be acq uint ed with the aff. ics of the world abroad, as well 
as wi.h the La vs and Cuſtomes of their own people at home. For ſeing 
perſons of that alloy have generally the chief managing of affiirs in other 
Nations, as mach of that as may be had, cannot ba: be neceſſury for the 
better ordering the affiirs of Iſrael. It was no doubt ſome advantage to 
the officers of Hezekiah, in their treating the m.ſſc-ngers of the Aſſyrian, 
that they under ſtood the Syrian tongue as well as their owne, It may be 
var mad thit no min, unleſs a Weip eliin Sc: prick, ever did account Moles 
eſs ft: to b: a Leader unto Iſrael becauſe he was learned in all che iſdome 
of the Egyptians, a man mighry in words and in dee !s, Nor Paul rhe leſs 


nM fic to be an Apo? le, b:cauſe he ſpake with tongues more then all the teſt of 
* 3 
the Apoſtſes. Yea it appears chat upon that account he ts e lied a choſen 


V iT }, the b:trer quilffyed co be a Doctor to the Geneiles, And if J-ptah 
hat 1ot hid uderitanding of the times, fe. the knowi-dgs of things done 
in forepaſſeꝗ ti nes, as well as in the p eſent, i: miy well be queſtoned hi- 
ther he had been fo fi: to have been an hed of che Gileadires as after ward 
he proyed : if he had not been able to have diſputed wich arguments of 
reaſon, is well as weapons of wart, he could not have minaged the quarrel 
ſo ſucceſtully as he did. The chief Leiders of Iſrael before he Kirgs, were 
called Judges, 4 potiori parte; though the chief part of ch:ir work uſually 
was to be Captains of their warrs, yet they received their title from their 
power of Judging, which certainly required skilt and knowle ge of the 
Lawes, by which they were to judge, which how well it could be attained 
wichout help of humane lear ning. I doe not underſtand, It was well re- 
plyed by an officer of State to a Nobleman, that made ſmall account of lear- 
ning in the education of his ſon, (aiming at no higher learning then to be - 
ble to ride an horſe, or fly an hawke) that if ic were fo, then Noble mens 
Sons muſt be content tbat mean mens children ſhould govern the Kingdom, 

3. Conſtancy or ſteadineſs is another property of a wiſe man, at leaſt of one 
fix to be a Leader of others. Not but that a wiſe man may 9 
age 


re 


many proving like precious Liquor, too often diſtilled, till at laſt all eyapg- 
rates into meer fame: ſome that could not be content to keep oY 


( | 5 
Kauge did mind, and bis wiſden my lea him ſo te doe Sometimes we (ay, 
f A. — weheresy but to be. of a fi e, unconſtaat minde, is, 
de charact er of one, as Jacob ſaid to Reuben, that will never. excel: Heis, 
unſtable as Water, which is, neither eaſie to be kept in any bounds, nor ob- 
ſer vant of one conſtant motion, but apt to change upon every occaſion, In- 
ſtability in our wayes, is an argument both of want of faichfulneſs before; 
men, and of ſincerity before God, Homo g uadratus is the fi teſt to manage 
#cruit : That is the figure that ſtands ſureſt, wiſe men that act upon prin- 
c ples, are lixe an Houſe built upon a foundation that will not turn aſide by a 
ſudden and violent ſtorm; Sceptical men, none knows where to have them, 
they will not be bound to be of the ſame mind on this morning, that they 
were of on the laſt night: Solomon therefore adviſes to fear God and the 
King, and not to medule with them that are given to change, Prov. 24. 21. 
Theſc are Inguiita tagenia of Quick ſilver tempers, that ar e never quiet in 
any plaee, yet would alwayes be uppermoſt, which are obſerved to be che 
molt dangerous in any ſtate. A wile man alwayes ſailes by the (ame Com 
paſs, tough not al wayes by the ſame wind. Particular act ons may be 
clanged upo 1 occ ion, thoug i the ſame mark be ſtill aimed at. 

Moderation is another property of wiſdome, for if peace and truth be 
the beſt end, char all ougiit to atmar at moderate and pacifick wayes and prin- 
ciples, that run not in ex:ceams, are certainly the dir ccteit wayes that lead 
thereunto, Ther etore it is obſęr ved that men of moderate and pea. eable 
rempers, are boch the viſeſt, and moſt uſeful men in all Societies, Extreams 
area'Wiy 5 dangzcous : for as the Plululopher [ayes of virtue, that it lies in 
the middle between to. vices, as che extreams are oppoſites on either hand, 
fo my truth generally be found in the middle between two Errors. Some 
men think they can never run far enougꝭ from that they hare, whereas wiſer 
men can ſee as dangerous a precipice of error before them as that which- 
they left be ind them. This is tos too evident in moſt of the controvecſies 
which have been bandyed for, and againſt in our times. In moſt. of which 
he that hath taken the leaſt view of the managing: of ſuch controverſies, will 
finde that men of rigid and ſevere ſpirits, haye miſſed both of peace and 
truth, the deſigne of all good and wife men. Thus did the Dunxiſts. in A> 
frica, and the Novatians about Rome of old, who ſeparated from all other 
Chriſtians, ſave thoſe of their own per ſwaſion. till at laſt, there were none 
left either to joyn wich or ſeparate from, the ſpinning of thr ea too fine; dot 


dut draw the wool beyond the ſtaple; and will never Bol i in the weawng. #7 ö | 
Thus hach ir been found in theſe laſt dayes of. Reformation, the Religion of FE 
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30d, dork not in Gods account denotmitate a man wiſe, or one that knows 
what Iſrael ought to do. God may mike uſe ofthe common gifts of the fpiric, 
or natural endowm-nts of men uaſanctifyed for the good of his people & of- 
ten doth when the Goverment is by providence unavoidably devolved upon 
chem but ic may be queltioned, whether a people can expect a bleſſing under 
Rulers of their own voluntary choyce, whoſe pie y may upon certain & good 
grounds be ſuſpected, or denied. whatever their other qualifications may be, 
2. Humine Learning in conjunction with the former. Such as by the 
benefit of natural parts Experience, Education, and ſtudy, have advantage 
above others to be acq u4int:d with the aff irs of the world abroad, as well 
as wich the La vs and Cuſtomes of their own people at home. For ſeing 
pero of that alloy have generally the chief managing of affiirs in other 
ations, as mach of that as may be had, cannot bu: be neceffury for the 
better ordering the affairs of iſrael, It was no doubt ſome advantage to 
the officers of Hezekiah, in their treating the miſſengers of the Aſſytian, 
that they under ſtood the Syrian tongue as well as their owne, It may be 
refurn:d chat no man, unleſs a Weipelian Sc: prick, ever did account Moſes 
ſs fi: to bea Leader unto 1ſrael becauſe he was learned ia all the u iſdome 
of the Egyptians, a man mighty in words and in dee 1s. Nor paul the leſs 
fit to be an Apo? le, b:caufe he ſpake with tongues more then ali the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, Yea it appea”s that upon that account he is e led a choſen 
V-iT |, the b:tter qualifyed to be a Doctor to the Gentiles. And if Jeptah 
hal nt had underitanding of the times, fe. the kno l: dge of things done 
in forepaſſed times, as well as in the prelent, it miy well be queftioned whi- 
ther he had been fo fi: to have been aa head of che Gileadites as after ward 
he proved: if he had not been able to have diſputed wich arguments of 
reaſon, as well as weapons of warr, he could hot have minaped che quarrel 
ſo ſueceſtully as he did. The chief Leaders of Iſrael before he Kings, were 
called Judges, 4 potiori parte; though the chief part of their work uſually 
was to be Captains of their warrs, yet they received their title from their 
power of Judging, which certainly required skilt and knowledge of the 
Lawes, by which they were to judge, which how well it could be attained 
wichout help of humane learning. I doe not underſtand, It was well re- 
plyed by an officer of State to a Nobleman, that made ſmall account of lear- 
ning in the education of his ſon, (aiming at no higher learning then to be & 
ble to ride an horſe, or fly an hawke) that if it were fo, then Noble mens 
Sons malt be content that mean mens children ſhould govern the Kingdom 
| or ſteadineſs is another property of a wiſe man, at leaſt of one 
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aracker of ong as Jacob, ſad to Reuben, chat will never: excel; Heim, 
tiftable as Warer, whichis, neizher eaſie to be kepd in any bounds, nor ob- 
fervanc of one conſtant motion, but apt to change upon every occaſion, la- 
Fabiliry in our wayes, is an argument both of want of ſaithfulneſs before, 
men, and of ſincer ity before Homo quadrata+is the ſi teſt to 
#rrult: That is the figure that ſtands ſureſt., wiſe men that act upon: prin- 
ciples, are like an Houſe built upon a ſoundacion that will not turn aſide by a 
ſudden and violent Rorm:; (1 Sceptical men, none knows where co have them, 
they will not be bound to be of the ſame mind on this morning, chat they 
were of on the laſt night: Solomon therefore adviſes to fear God and the 
King, and not to medule with them that are given to change, Prov. 24. 21; 
Theſe are Inquiita tagenia of Quick ſiher temꝑers, chat at e never quiet in 
any yet would alwayes be ippermoſt, which are obſerved to be che 
molt dangerous in aty ſtate. A wiſe man alwayes ſailes by the ſame Com 
paſs, though not alwayes: by the ſame wind. particular actons may be 
changed upo i occifion, thoug u the ſame-mark be ſtill aimed at. 
Moderation is another property of wiſdome, for if peace and tr uth be 
the beſt end, chat all ought to aime at moderate and piciſick wayes and prin- 
ciples; that run not in ex:ceams; are Crcajnly the dircRe't wayes chat lead 
thereunto, Theretore it is obſer ved chat men of moderate and pca-eable 
tem pete, are boch rhe wiſeſt, and moſt uſeful men in all Societies, Excregms 
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many proving like precious Liquor, too oſten diltifled, till ar laſt all, NH- 


9 * 4 fumo r: ſome that could nor — to nad Fra, | 


wich eee, re Ke gion of revealed F 


ene oa ge <4 Say. 


— A * 


(30) 

(he moſt wholſome practical points of Docttine) have ſoared ſo high alok 
that they have as wel# loſt themſelves, as thoſe they pretended conſcienceto 
depart from, whoſe root is rottennefs, and their bloſſome gone up as duſt, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks, Iſai. 5. 24. The Apoſtle Paul gives this caution 
to the Romans, to be wiſe co ſobriety My nr 0694 met e dgenny 
„ e ee 76 cover r. which words bave an elegancy in the Greek, not 
eaſie to be expreſt in our Language. Rom. 12.3. 

Pareus obſer ves in his time, that they who did aimi,,] aj, ſectari, did 
more hurt then good in the Reformation of the Church, Matth. 23. 

It is that which highly commended the wiſdome of Baſilins Magnus in 
thoſe times of controyerſie, in which his Lot did fall, that his moderation 
lead him to abſtain from ſome expreſſions in the controverſies then ſtirring 
( wich great freedom: and boldneſs uſed by others) that he might not be 
the envy of words and phraſes, draw upon himſelf, and in him upon the 
Church of God, an inevitable, and unneceſſary danger. As a great Divine 
of ours notes out of Gregory Natian, © If the like wiſdom? and Modera- 
tion had been obſerved in choſe that earneſtly contend for truth, ſo as not 
** to load the truth they maintain with hard & ſevere (though it may be tt ue) 
V expreſſions, that beget more obſtinacy in the Adveriar7es, and it may be 
©*.ſuſpition in the weak, or unreſolved looker on, differences amongit men 
* might be more ſoberly compoſed and the truth wich more aſſurance en- 
* cercained, Dr. R, on P/al, 110, p. 372. 

The words of the wiſe ſaith Solomon are heard in quiet, more then the 
cry of bim that ruleth among fools, i.e. A wiſe man that ipeaks without cla. 
mour, noyſe or contention gains more credit to his words by the weight of 
the matter, then another can do by the obſtreperous noiſe and loud found 
they are wont co be uttered withal. 

The like wiſdome doth- modera ion diſcover in things of a civil on, 
where many times the rigorous exaction of the ſtrict letter of the rule 
Juſtice, proves unjuſt in the iſſue, and moſt unprofi.able to the Cumin: ſeit ar 
bimſelf, or his inſtruments, According to the uſual ſaying, ſummum jus eft 

ſumma injuria,' The Duke of Burgundy began a quarrel with the Switz*rs 4- 
_ che Toll of a lvad of Calye-Skins, wherein he lot his life, and all his 
treaſure, | pM 

. Pracerbleneſs is another property of Wiſdome; which ought to be 
eſtcemed by the tendency it bath toward the obtaining the great end, that all 
ought to aym at. ſc, the honour of God, and good of Societies, which is 
much mor: promoted by peace, then by the proceeding of force; The Wo- 
"man of Ab l whom the Scriprure commends for her wiſdome, diſcover cd 
her wiſdome bo her peaceable Counſel, . The poor wiſe man ſaved the City, 
dy wiſe counſel, not by weapons of War, Ecclef, 9. 15 when a great Ki"g 


came 
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beautiful in his ſeaſon, where che urging of ſome truth of leſs moment, m: 
certainly endanger the breach of peice, which is a greater good, I know- 
not, but it might with more acceptation have been for born, tor we know our 
Saviour Chriſt did nor, nor the Apoſtles after him, at every ſeaſon declare 


+ 


(3r 3 
exme againſt it, beſieged it, builc Bulwarks againſt it. There is nothing more 
eaſie then to begin a War, as nothing more difficult then to manage it aright, 
or bring it to a good iſſue: therefore is peace in a wiſe mans eye a rich booty. 
Contention faith Solomon, is like the breaking forth of water, therefore bis 
advice is, to leave off before it be medled with, Prov.17. 14 D lc I Lum #*- 
expertis, is a true ſaying, i. e. War uſes to be welcome to none, but thoſe that 
never made tryal thereof, as I fear New · England may find by woful experi- 
ence, which will leave a reſſecton of the deeper guilt, if any have had any 
needleſs hand in the inviting of fach'an unwelcome gueſt into the Countt y, 


But I judge cbaricably of the preſent Auditors, and dare not cenſure others. 


It was the ſpirit of David, one wiſe as the Angel of God, and no mein 


Warriour neither, I am for peace, but when 1 ſpeak they are for War, Pſa). 


120.7. It ſeemed then David uſed not Wars but. when necellity fgrced him 
thereunto, pa 

In matters of Religion, who is it that gains by Contention: it is the duty 
ol every Chriſtian to contend for the Faith once delivered to the Saints, bar 


they ougitt e 4, „ a 1471 as the Apoſile ſpeaks, Eph. 4. 1 5. leaſt other- 
wiſe, the toſs of love is more matter of grief then the truth we ſuppoſe we- 
have gained is matter of rejoycing, like them that argte for ſmall fiſh with a 
golder Hook, Not that any truch of God ought upon any pretence to be 


under valued, nor any precept of God be counted little, but every ans is 


fuch Truths, as the Hearers were not capable co receive, . 

For all neceſſiry and fundamental Truths, we cannot be too reſolvec in 
Contention for chem : But for Opinions of ſeſs certainty and moment, 
where wife and good men have alwayes needed a latitude, wherein to differ 


and tur n aſide one fre m the other, it can be no part of wiſdome to be too 
eager or rigorous about them, ſome wich the Diſciples, Luke 9. 54 55 are 
ready to think he de fer ves no leſs then to be deſtroyed by fire from Heaven, 
if he follows not them, whom yet our Saviour juſtly reproves for giving 


too much way to their own Spirits. A | 
' 6. Condeſcenſion, may in the next place bè added, as another property 


of Wiſdome, Humility, che ground of condeſcenfion is nearly allyed to 
wiſdome, both are the procreant cauſes of great Bleiſings to the Sons of 
men, prov. 22.4. The wiſdome that is from above is gentle, eaſie to be en- 
trea: ed. No man ever thought that Abraham was the feſs' wiſe; becauſe: | 
more willing va yield in the controver ſie between him and Lot. Thoſe parts 

of the natur al body that are the moſt yielding are the ſtronger and moſt: 
a 1 ER — 9 , ' I &£:+1þ +2 | | uſeſul 


7 


— —— o —— — — . . 
— = 
A dt. a. ts. Mit... heath. ama df tre <a" 2» 


—— —— 4 ww EbeS ws 


reported of Heraclius theTreajurer of the ſaid Theodolius, thac giving ſo 


* 


. 


uſeful, were all the other members of our body as hard, and as ſtiff as the 


finde it better to break then bow, pry may thereby gain ſame reputation for 


their wilfulneſs bur not for their wiſdome, 
This mult alwayes be underſtood of things lawful and expedient to be 


vcr vn to, elſe Moſes the meekeſt man upon Earth, will not bate an hoof, nor 


paul the moſt humble of all Chriſtians, will not yield, or give place for an 
hour; both which in other caſes could deny themſelves, and yield very far, 
. Deliberation, is the lalt property of Wiſdome which I need mention, it 
can hardly be thought to conſiſt with Wiſdome to do any thing raſhly in 
matters of moment, Teme | 
and pride then depth of wiſdome , for in ſo doing, we ſhould lay aſide Rea- 
ſon, our moſt faithful and beſt Counce!lour, and commit our affiirs into the 
hands of paſſion and aſſection, or wor ſe, cam ves tranſit in affctium, perit 
omne judicium: they looſe their wiſdome, that ſuff-r themſelves to be tranſ- 
ported with paſſion. Deliber andum diu, quod ſemel ſtatuendum, it had need he 
a long time deliber ated upon, that is to be appointed for ever after, For 


alchough our ſtatutes be nor 


rity of Counſels argues rather height of folly 


unalcerable, like thoſe of the Medes and perſi- 


ans, yet that which is maturely agreed upon at the firſt, will ſtand in the leſs 
need of alteration or abrogation: the frequency of either of which abates 
much of the rigour of the Laws, and honour of the Law-makers, Mayy 
things in humane affairs admit not of ſecond thoughts, not wi hſtandipg they 
are generally known to be the beſt, In bello no b hct i therefore ſayes 
Solomon, wich good advice make War, and manage ic | kewiſe with the ſame 
care, leſt there be no room to play an after game, And wiſe men acc: ui 
the beſt way to put as little as may be to peradventure, A man Gf under» 
fanding, faith Solomon, Prov, 12.27. is of an excellent Spi it , the Hebrew 
words of a cool Spirit. Sedatys ani wo, [l u, delibrra e compoſed, net hot 
which makes men quick and ſudden in their reſul ves. 1 %u, that ! 4mous 
Chriſtian Emper our, noted for great wiſlome al.o, did i! at vn the ſudden in 
a peſſion, that he had cauſe to repent of ever after, To be fl 10 wrath 
argues great under ſtanding in the wiſe mens account, Prov, 14. 29. It is 


far way to his paſſion as wh 
per out for the war came to 


Read thereof, paſſionately called them Arabick Dugs, which ſ«» incen 

them that they immediately ſer up their own B.nners, Mac“ pave occaſion.to 
thoſe iofernal Locuſts that came fir ſt our of the botcomleſs pit, t overſpread 
the face of the Chriſtian w or ld, miſerably tor menting rhe lohabitancs chere. 


of for an hundred and fifty 
words ac e the worſt kind of 
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en the Saracens, who were tired by the Em- 
demand their pay, he retuſcd;pa\ rent, ard in- 


years, where by cle way may be. nuced, hard 
pay. can be made £0 ſuc as YEaTure their 
or 


Li 


ones, that fell heavy on the bones of his officers, 


fe. That you be found ſuch as have under ſtanding of the times, to 'know - 


Eccleſiaſtical or Political, the latter are 72 
they ate tbteclold, bref, Civil; 4d volcay, 1 hal brief as the nne, 
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for the ſer vice of the common-wealth. The ſame befell Rehoboam, whoſe 


« F 


bard, proud and haughty words, were anſwered by a ſhower of as hard 


But co re: urn, much deliberation in publick affairs, ſpecially if the caſe be 
abour matters of moment, is rarely found a diſadvantage. As was ſaid ot 
that old Roman, Fabius Maximus.Canf ando reftituit rem, he repaired th 
by deliberation, and prudent delaying of mitters, which ſome others 1 
had almoſt ruined, by their precipetant and heady adventures. The like de- 1 
ſiber ation is of uſe in the ens cting, as well as in the executing of all civill | 
Conſtitutions and Decrees: Therefore wiſe Lawyers have been alwayes 
wont to acocunt Lawes of difficult Tearms, and doubtful\ event, had need 
be deliberately thought upon, before they be enacted, or put in execution. 
lſraels beſt veniſon was that which was longeſt in preparing. 

2, The ſecond branch of the Application may reſpect thoſe honoured 
perſons, who are like now, or-hereatter may b: called unto, or continued 
by this dayes Election in the place of Goverment, as Leaders of this our” 
Tribe. I ſhall crave leave to ſuggeſt thus much unto you from the 
words of the text, what God doth, and man may juſtly expect from you, 


what Iſrac] ought to doe, The title here given, is a fufficient intimation 
thereof. The reſt of your Brethren here pteſent, are but inferiour Members - 
of that body, of which you are the Head, inſtruments ſubſer vient to your | 
direction and guidance. The foot moves not, the hand is not lifted up wich- 
out the order and command of the head. You are the pins on whom hangs © 
all the glory of the houſe of Iſrael, therefore it behoves you to think of the 
charge that lies upon yon. We look upon you in this your eapacity; like - 
the four and twenty Elders, caſting their Crowns at the feet of him: that fits - 
upon the Throne, and ready to receive them only by his appointment, as in- 
tending only to honour himtherewich, and not your ſelves, They were: 
wont to ſay amongſt the Senators of Rome, viderint Conſuler, ne quid detri- 
ments eapiat Reſpubliea, i, e. it is the care of the Conſuls, (who had the execu- 
ting part of the power of the People put into their bands] to ſee that the 
Common: wealth receive no detriment : I may, yea muſt add this farther-co 
your ſelves, xe quid derriments capiar Ecclifta, i. e. yon are as well to ſee that... 
tde Church under your charge and care receive no damage ot diſadvatſtage. 
Conſider the extent of your Commiſſion this day to be ſealed unto you, 
both by God and his people, Know therefore; | 

The concernments belonging unto yon in reference to Iſrael, are either 


( Civil, fo! tha 2 300 fg, 
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will allow, touch upon all three in their order, 1 
1. The facred, or Religious concertimenrs of Iſrael are undet your care 
and conduct. /mperative_as they ſay, ape, rho Elicitivs. I need not 
take up time ( it were not to ſpend but miſpend it) in proving, that civil 
Rulers have to do in mitters of Religion, That Text alone, Mat. 22. 37. 
were enough to prove it, Thow fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy, beart, 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy might, &c. Love is realy co ſummon in all 
the p>xers and faculties within its reach, to attend che will of him whom it 
loyes, as its laſt end, it was ſaid by the Prophet, the Merchand ze of Tyre, 
all be holineſs to the Lord, mig it not as well be (id, that the Magiſtracy 
of Rome, as the Merchandize of Tyre, was to be Holineſs to the Lord. The 
Scepter of the Man childe, by virtue of his ſubordination to the Lord Jeſus, 
was to rule all Nations with the Rod of iron, as tis ſaid, Rev, 12, If any 
ſhould ſay, che Lord ſeſus doch not need the help of che Civil Magiſtrate to 
carry an his Kingdome, I anſwer, alchoug be doth not need it (for he did 
carry on the work of his Kiagdome when all che civil Magiſtrates of the 
world were combined againſt it) that will not excuſe Migittrates for non- 
performance? of their duty when ever they are impowred chereunto: To 
all ſuch it may be ſaid, as Mardecii ſaid ro Eſther, who knows but thou art 
come to the Kingdomefor (ach a time as this; but if any deſire further ſa- 
ttislfaction ia this paint, chey m ry eoaſult the fearnzd diſcourſes of all Prote- 
ſtant Weiters upon this Subject, whether Luther an, or Calviniſt, Gerhard, 
Grotius, ſundry Epiſcopal learned Divines of our own Nation, as 
well as thoſe of our on place, and perſwaſioa, treating of this Subject, 
ſpecially Mc, Nye, his lear ned Defence of the lawfulneſs of che Oath of Su- 
premacy, and power of the Civil Migiſtrate in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, and ſub- 
ocdinatioa of Charches thereunto, whom I che racher chuſe to inſtance in, 
becauſe he hath extracted the quinteftence and marrow of all our modern 
Divines, whether of the Epiſcopal, or other perſwaſions, and one alſo never 
ſuſpected of, or condemned for, deviating, r. or receding from 
former principles by him ſelf taken up, which ir may be ochers as innocent, 
are yet not altogether to free from the ſaſpirioq of: that ſo it may appear 
that all ſober Divines do joyntly agree in this concluſion, Nor is this Do- 
ctrine any new upſtart invention, dum a Truth owned by the Doctors and 
Fathers of the Charch, as they are called in Conſtantines time, That firlt 
and Famo1s Chriſtian Emperour, was wont to ſay of himſelf that he was 
E' e ? 727; 74 % as others were wp 74 00 Yea Paul himſelf declare 
it nat o iy to be his judgement but the mind of God himſelf, in choſe dicec 
and plain Texcs of the Epiſtles to = Romans, Chap. 13. 1, 2, 3. 4, &c. 1 Tim. 
22. A4 peter alſo in ney ap. 3. 13: But to prevent any miſtake 


bare, by [peakiag mote particularly about the civil Magiſtrates Fower — 
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enn be acceptable. Now Fai 
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duty concerning matters of Religion, it may be reduced to theſe three besds. 
1. "The eſtabliſhing the true Religion where never was. 2. The main». 
taining and upholding of it where it is. 3. The reforming it where it is 
grown corrupt. t. Taha adi 
1. Concerning the firſt of theſe; It is made by learned and judicious 


Writers, one of the undoubted Rights of Soveraigrty to deter mine what 


Religiom ſhall be publickly profeſſed and exer e ſed within their Dominions,,, 
ſri. hat in their Conſcier xes is moſt agreeable to the word of God, and; 
the divine Law. What reaſon can be rendred why the popiſh Religion is 
profeſſed only in Spain, the Lutheran in ſome Kingdomes and,Provinces of 
Europe, the Calyiniſts in others; an indu'gence gramed im ſome 
Xi:gdomes to differing pr ofe (lions, but that the cbief Rulers, Kings or Prin- 
ces of State are this or that; way aff.ted?Why elſe doe wee in New-England 
that profeſs the doctrine of Calvin, yer pract᷑ ſe the diſeiplme of them called 
ladependant, or Cangregntional Churches, but becauſe the agthoricy of tha 
Conntrey is per ſwaded, that to be moſt agreeable, to the. ming of God. 
This is not to be underſtood, as if ĩt were to belong to civil Rulers to ob- 
nude upon the Conſciences of their Subjects and people, the profeſſion of 
what doctrine or Religion they pleaſe, but that no per ſwaſion in Religion 
tan orderly become the public protefiion of Any N. or pet ſoa, withous ,, 
liberty &rit obtained fr om the ſupr eam Rulers of the Nation. Fot it is a moſt 
cer tain truth, as Lactantius ſpeaks, ther e is 4 — Religion, 
which wit hout the wills confent is nothing. Angcher ſayes alfog he that is 
compelled by law to ſerve God in chis or that way ſer ves not God but his 
prince, The work of Rulers is therefore rei her to keep, men from doing evilk 
then to compell them to doe good. Thus did the grit Chriſtiag Rp 


of old, ſhut up the Idol Temples, not ſuffering. jectsig walxon.i 
; NAT; rom 5 l yy 
), before break down, | 


the practiſe of their former aþvmijnable Idalatryes, 
the Grove and other Idolls, not Ne people publickly'-to, —＋ 
0 


embrace the Chr iiaa Faith. As did Ezchiahand Jo 


Idolatry,--and if they did compell thole of their oun nation to attend the, 
Celebration ofthe paſſcovet and the like, it vas becauis that worſhip. Ms; 
1 * Sus 


datt 54 be Merally enzoyned that people, aud they were to he 
that did omit ix. But undet the Golfe the wer 0 or Gods MOTESAIFILU, ,; 
all, and requires Faith in the heart before the ſervice of the ourmare, man, 
b ch is a perſwaſion wropght in the heart, not in- 
gendred by outward compulſion, as ſaith Gregory, Nova es inaudina ef ills 

preticatio, que werberibus exigis Fides, But more time need not be talen 
up in ſpeaking to that, which is tan ior, Eranted en — uh | 


2. In che ſecond place therefox o, the ſame power is n 5 wap reap 
red to uphold & mati the Ae ae 
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that is to maintain the pyblick profeſſion thereof, Creation and providence 
are the iſſves of the fame Being and Power, If the er ue Religion had not 
been publickly' profeſſed vi hoùt the countenanee of the civil Power, it is 
not like to be profeſſed longec then the ſame power will give allowance or 

Command or encouragement. Now this is ot _ to be done, 

t. By taking care that publick Miniſters be ſent forth to preach the word 
of truth, adminiſter the Sacraments, and celebrate all other rites and Otc- 
dinznces, chat doe concern the true Religion. Thus did Jehoſopbar, in the 
2. Cron. 1 5.7, 8,9. So did the antient Chriftian Emperours by their Laws and 

Edicts, with other civil Conſtitutions, The Chur ch by ſome is compared 
to hangings, the Common - weilth to the walls, the Church is che fruitfull 
Vine, the Common - wealth the prop that ſuppor ts it. 

2. By providing maintenance, and other ſuitable encouragements for ſuch 
Migiſters in all their adminiſtrations, according to the Apoſtolical practice 
4416.24. and pteropt 1. Cor 9 3 6.7.9. &c. For it will:neceſfarily hold, that 
if Miniſters by divine Inſticution may expect maintenance and encourage. 
ment, who ſhould take care to ſee it done but the Rulers of Chriſtian com- 
mon-wealths. God alwayes allotted a portion for t hoſe chat miniſtred 
about holy things, both before the Law, and under the Law, Avraham as 
3 man of wirre paid tithesro Melchizedek as a publick : Miniſter of God in 
that place, Where he obtained his victory, They will have an hard Task 
thar will under take 2 nb m0 Tithes in ſome feace are not moral;as mij 
be ſcen bythe learned Mountagues diſcourſe againſt 'Selden about that 
Subject. Bur ir is ſufffcient for out preſent purpoſe that thoſe Texts under 
the Neu · Teſtament conclude ic a moral duty, wich many other chat might 
be cited, to take care they de maintained, 

3. By ſetting up and eheohraging the Schools of Learning, for be that 
wills che end is ſuppoſed alfo to will the means. It is not meer that the 
Ifraelts ſhould alwayes goe down to the Philiſtines to ſharpen their wer 
polls, which they are co ufe in fighting againſt the enemies of Gods Chur ch. 
or for whetting their tooles they mait uſe in cilling Gods field. Chriltian 
Res of old were wont to adora Chriſtian Temples: wich. tbe Spayles 

che Qentiles, Jullzn comphines: that rhe Chriſtians bear the heathen Ph 
loſophers Wb their 0wng weitp9ns;'th er eſore did be: ſubtilly contrive do 
deprive the Chriftiang of tho benefit of Sehooles, & other meanes of humane 
Lear ning, chinki ig char to be che lik elyeſt meanes whereby to over thre y the 
Chriſtian Rellgtoh. Tis true that the defect of Lear ning in the Apoſiles 
was ſupplyed by the ex:r aor dinary gifts of che Holy: Ghoſt, bat ſinee tboſe 
Aeg are _ *ciuſe other or ding owns may bo fufeen for chat end. 


Gone: 1 to follow the children of iſrael from Heaven, till chey dad 
og ty e ſo anfrempin tue lang 'of Canan, after which — 
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Mann: ceaſed, While Iſrael wis without a teaching vr; | Law, 
they were alſo without: the true God, 3. Chron. I — ele te ker 
tyres were locked up n an unknown Language, how can they be opened 
wichou: che key of humane Lear ting, or rightly divided without tte fiudy 
of che Workman, as the Apoftleſpeaks, 2. Tin 2. 15. Of old time they had 
Colledpes and Schools of L earning, of which El1jzh and Eliſha were Pr eſi- 
dents, and Overſeers, What advantage the retormed Charctes have bad 
by their Princes and States ere ting Schooles of Learning in their ſever all 
Dominions, is ſo well known that there needs no more to be ſaid about 
this Argument. What conſiderable benefit this place hath already reaped, 
and as tis doped may further receive by this one Colledge in the Countrey, 
founded, and bitherto carried on by the pious care and religious endeavore 
of our former worthy Leaders, and other liberal Benefactors, is ſufficiently 
demo n{trable to t he view of the World. Is 
4. By the calling of Synods or Councils, as need may require to diſcuſſe 
points of Religion im controver ſie, and to hear matters ot differences and 
deter mine them, and be of uſe when ever there is want or truth or peace in 
the Ciurcies, Some are ready to attribute too much to the power or. uſe 
of Synods;}which make others, or the other hand aſcribe too little to them. 
For although civil Rulers are not abſolately tyed up to their determination 
further then they are — upon the word of God. Ag if the ſecular 
powers were alwayes bound to ſubmit to the degrees of the Ecclefiaftical 
Senate, as is praRtiſed in the Church of Rome, yet if orderly called, and 
duely managed, of what great uſe they have been in all ages, and ſtill may 
be, the experience of all times can abundantly teſtiſie, as the learned Craken- 
thorpe in his elaborate diſcourſe about the firſt general Council hath fully 
evidence; nor can it ever be made out, that any general Council, where all 
tbe Requiſites eſſential to ſuch a Council were found, have erred in their 
decrees about any mitter-of Faith, or fundamental Article thereof, as the 
ſame Author doth aſſert, 
For although what Grotius ſayes cannot be denied, that tbe Sovereign po- 
wer is not eyed to the judgement of Phyſitians in the caſe of a wound, nor 
of a Geometrician in the meaſuring of Land, yet is be much miſtaken that 
from thence ſhall inferre, that che civil power need make no uſe, or can re- 
 ceive no benefit or direction about ſuch caſes in queſtion, before he gives his 
final deter mination in and about the ſame, The prieſts lips ſhould preſerve 
kngwledge, and of old they were in all arduous and difficule caſes to repair 
to the Prieſt, and to che Judge that ſhould be in thoſe dayes. Deut 17.9. 12. 
By proportioa of that Text, ĩt is no hard matter to gaber what is the uſe 
aud benefit, and what the power of Synodsin a ehriſtlan ſtare, "Mþ 
3. By prevencing che — and growth of corrupt Doctrine and - 
5 retie 
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retical Opinions: I confeſs it is not eaſie to hit the joynt in this controverſie 
yet for the ſatisfaRion of their minds, that may need or defire, I ſhall ad- 
venture to ſay ſomething to this que ſtion, and that in this order, laying down 
ſome propoſitions that may by degrees lead unto'a meet concluſion about 
Toleration or Suppreſſion ef differ ing Opinions: for ſome men will call 
that Religion Hereſie, in which good Chriltians are bound to worſhip the 
God of their Fathers: Therefore all that formerly hath, or at preſent doth 
piſs up and down the World under the name of Hereſie, Schiſme or corrupt 
Doctrine, is not without due ground, ſo to be judged. ard condemned. ] 
ſhall not here entertain you with any ſharp invectwe, or declaiming againſt 
a boundleſs toleration of all Religions, leaſt it ſhould be an inſinuation; that 
ſome here preſent are inclined that way, which I believe there was never any 

occaſion given to ſuſpect, N 8 | 
1. In the firſt place therefore, I ſhall lay down this as an uudoubted po- 
fiction; that it is ſcarce paſſible to give any general ruls about Tol er ation, that 
will ſuit with all times and places, but muſt be left to the prudence and 
diſeretion, and religious care of Civill Rulers. A weak body, as ſome have 
ſaid, ought not to ſuff:r that out of charity to another which a ſtronger m iy; 
and it may as truely be ſaid, that a ſtronger need not to ſuffer that which a 
weaker muſt, which ſome ſay, was the caſe of Holland, with the reſt of the 
united Provinces, who have ſoftened the ſharpneſs of all differences about 
Religion found in other places to troubleſome, by a more general freedeme 
for che exerciſe of differing Religions, or differing per ſwaſions about Chri- 
ſtian Religion, or connivance at them, then other States judged meer, that 
they might thereby gain the more hands to ſtrengthen themſelves againſt 

their common Enennes. ee SD $3 19011 

The rule given by ſome others, that whatever may eonſiſt with the intereſt 
of Religion and ſafety of the Commom wealth, is too indefinity : For if the 
Civil Rulers will ſay that then it is not ſafe to allow any to di from the 
publick profeſſion eſtabliſhed by Law, what ſhall become of the weak and 
nfirme, they muſt of nece ſſity be driven to ſuffer ſhip-wrack of their Con- 
ſciences, and of their lives and eſtates, it being impoilible that all Conſciences 
can quietly ſubmit to the Religion of the ſtare; Doubrleſs as much-tender- 
neſs as may ſhould be uſed out of piry to the infirmi ties ef mens underftand- 
ings, ſeeing in many things we fin or offend all. That golden Rule lid 
down by our Saviour is of excellent uſe if it were attended, Alteri ne fierrit, 
ce. todo no otherwiſe to others then we would they ſhould do to us if we 
were in their condition. And indeed it may ſeem not 22 unchriſtian, but 
very unreaſonable, to deny that to others whieh our friends and our ſelves 
have, or may deſire, or need from others, a ſpeciabllaw of: Humanity toward 
rangers was given by God to the Children of Iſt aal, from the con * 
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| _ to be ſuppreſſed, and the publick profeſſion, yet by civil Autbori 
r 
meet Laws provide in ſuch caſes, for Salus populi eſt ſuprime lex; the — 


of publick A 
lers of the Country as David ſaid to Solomon, in another caſe, Thou art'a 
4. Fot maple Hereſie, or misbelieying any tr uh in Religion, ch 
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of whar had beep their divh erte in Egypt before | 


., Such Opinionsin Do@ride, or profeſſi9ns and praiſes in Rebgion;'ab 
are atrehded'with any foul praRtical ebils 28 mo Rader bave Be eee 
to be probvbired by publick Authority, and the btoachets or fomenters bf 
theta puniſhed by penal laws, according tothe nature of the offetice, like - 
ther fruits of the fleſn. God neyer appointed, a Sanctuary for Satan, nor 
City ot Refuge for prefumptuous off inders. As J6ab' was taken fön ehe 
Horns bf che Altar, whether he was fled, ſo let alf ſuck heretie il tratifgrel- 
ſors, chat fly for refuge to the Altar of theit᷑ Conſciences ; ſeeing rheir pra: 
& ſes and Opinions argue rather ſearedneſs, then tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
and therefore ſuch weeds juſtly deſerve the exercife of his power to root 
them up that bears not the Sword in vaia. The deeds of the Nicholaitans, 
every good Chriſtian, be he an head or member of the Chriſtian ſtare, ought 
to halt, and endeavour the etcirpacion of ſuch roots of bitter neſs out of che 
Garden of God. N amn IN 
. Aby D ctrine undenyably tending to the diſturbance of the civil ſtare, 


or bidden, and the diſobedient to be proceeded againſt, as wholfome an 


the people is the fuprezm Law our Saviour neither preached nor pt actiſe 
diti n, no more ſhould any of his followers: bis command was to give un. 
to God the things that are Gods, and to render to Ceſar the thintzs char ure 
Ceſurs, Mat. 22.21. Therefore for all known incendiaries in Church or 
ſtare; ſuch as are the J:ſuites, Munſterian Ana baptiſts, Wolves in Sheep 
eloathing, Devils in humane ſhape, who ever pleaded for their exemption 
from penal Laws, but cho'e that are, or would, if cbey might be like unte 
them. 3 all ſuch as expoſe the religion profeſſed by the eountenihet 
uthority to vulgat contempt may jaſtly fall under the ſame cot 
demnation: concerning theſe as well as the former, I may ſay to the civil Ru- 


wiſe man, and knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do unto them, 1 King. 2. 5 4 
| aft 
damental, if not ſeditiouſly or B'alphemouſly held forth, there ſeems cher 
rule from the word of God, nor reaſon from the nitar e of the thing, why 
any ſhould urdergoe capital puniſhment, Nor doth ir appear to be the judg- 
ment of the beſt Proteſtant Writers, that they ſhould be ſo proceeded a- 


; —_ They that deſire to underſtand more of this Subject May peruſe the 


itings'of the mot judicious Profeſſors of Divinity in the famous Univer- 


ſityes of Proteſtarit Nations, whiicher Lucheran or Calvinfſt» as may be ſeen 
n the Com nonpleeęs & D ſputa:ions of Gerrard, Voſtius. Ameſius and o- 
"thers, Tne Labin Dear 1. ill not reach the cafe; which ſeems to reſpect 


Apoſta- 
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apoſtecy or Blaſphemy rather then bereſy fimply tonſidered. Vet, 28 on- 
ſaith, men carrot be to cauttlous ad waty fo they make others in tha® 
damrable Series ſerierſly and ſolemnly profefling the contrary, yea by ex- 
perience it bath commonly been found that ſuch proceedings have in the 
illue tended more to the advantage of errour, ard prejudice of truth then 
ocker wiſe. 

Ide Magde burgenſes and Oſiander tell us in their centur yes, what was 
the ſucceſs of ce pital puniſhment ii fl cted upon the Priſcillianites, hac ration 
leriſis bæc mag is cen firmata, quam ixtinlt a are they ſpeak out of Sa/piins 
Severns,ſc. that Hei eſie (in it ſelf abominable & odious enough) was rat her 
confirmed then extinguiſhed thereby : ſome have thought ther e hath been 
no better eff: of the ſ:me courſe in followirg times. ad jndicium ſangui- 
vis, ſaid Lucher, trritus ſam, etiam uli meritum abnndat, Luther wanted no 
fer vour againſt fa lſe docttine, yet was ſlow, to gonſent to ſanguinax y puniſh» 
ment, leſt occaſion be taken thereby in following times to ſlaughter the in- 
nc cent ſheep of Chriſt, as came to paſs amongſt the Jewes of old, and ſince 
among che Papiſts. Yer notwithſtanding there is no doubt but the civill 
power may and ought to non-licentiate him that ſhall cake upon him at a 
phy ſitian to.preſcribz co the people poygſonous Drugs inſtead of wholſome 


food or phyſick, although they may not pariſh him that ſha'l declare that 


to be his opinion, unleſs he offend the Lawes hy his irregular manner of ſo 
doing. Duubcleſs they that are nurfing Fathers of their people, ought as 
well to prevent poyſon as to provide bread for them : which ſeems to be all 
thac was intended by the auchoricy of the Countrey in the Laws formerly 
made againſt Hereticks, If the owner or ke eper of the Vineyard ſhall make 
a thorn hedge, abont it, if any man by violence breaking in, ſhall wound or 
deftroy himſelf, where will the blame be found, in them chat made the hedg ſo 
harp and ſtrong, or in them that attempted without leave violently to bi eak 
in? Thoſe hereticks, ſaich Yoetius, that ſhall deny the fundamentals of 
the Chriſtian Religion, Arrians and Socinians, Conventus. corum nec 6e 
wee privato-gublici ſunt ſerendi, if with publick ſafety they may be for bidden. 
Their religion, as he ſpeaks being little better then refined Mebuwitaniſme, 
 direMy tending to the deſtruction of ſouls. | | 5 
It was a notable Stratagem Ampbilochius uſed to convinee T heedoſius th 
Emper our, of his duty —— A the Conventieles or mgetings of the 
AriianS, The good Biſhop refuſed to ſalute the Emperours ſon, newly allo 
created Emperopr, which Theodoſius his father taking ill, as if he had for- 
gotten his duty, whereupon, the ſaid Amphilochius returned upon him with 
theſe wor ds, on vides, Q {mper ator ua egre ignominiam filii tui patiare, 1790 
"vero i/lis, qui in iilum inſultaut, vebementer ſucoenſes: creaert igitur mibi ve* 
Am, hujts Unit, fitatis Recteren Dem, co: 4 contra fliam [num 
| | 0AUHATON 
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* oqunutur Blaſphemias, itidem arteſtari et tanquam iugratos erga Ser vatorem 
* Patronem ſuum odio proſequi, i.e, Thou ſeeſt O Emperour, how hardly 
thou art able co bear the reproach done to thy ſon, yea thou art vehemeat> 
„iy offended with them that inſult over him; I would have you believe me, 
that God the Ruler of this Univerſe doth in like manner deteſt them that 
* ſpeak Blaſphemies againſt bis only begotten ſon, and doth hate them as 
very ungratefull to their Saviour and Deliverer. Whereupon the Empe- 
rour forthwith enacted a Law, that for bad any aſſemblyes ſhould be held by 
the her eticks. 

In the laſt place, for thoſe Opinions which are inconſi bent with the 
tr uch of Religion, and power of godlineſs, and where thoſe that profeſs them 
may in charity be ſuppoſed to have in them aliquia Dei, as Calvin, or «liquid 
Cbriſti, as Bucer was wont to (ay, the caſe is far otherwiſe, For though 1 
would not be underitood to plead for a Toleration of the leaſt evil, (for all 
error is in it ſelf a fruit of the fir ſt ſin, and part of the curſe)any further then 
nece ſſity requires there ſhould be an allowance made for humane intirmi- 
tyes in this itate of imper fection. That which is wanting ſayes Solomon, 
cannot be numbred, as that which is crooked cannot be made ſtraight. 
Yet why there may not be an indulgence, or connivance at them that ia ſome 
things (not fundamental) may not be ſo far perſwaded of the truch of every 
thing profeſſed or practiſed in the Religion eltabliſhed, as to joyn with o- 
thers in all outward acts of worſhip, being in other reſpe&ts orderly and 
peaceable, but delice to worſhsp God according to their owne perſwaſion, 
I underſtand not. Paul was permitted to dwell quietly in his owne hired 
houſe, no doubt but that he worſhipped God, according to the Inſtitution 
of the Goſpel, 4d. 28,30. For as Magiſtrates and civill Rulers ſhonld 
not Gallio like, let truth and errour run together in a race, catch it who can, 
ſo neicher ſhould they Gyant-like ſtrain up all under their power to, their 
owne meaſure, or bringing them down to their owne fize, as was ſaid of 
Pracrultes, that uſed ſo to deal with his Gueſts, It ſeems not equal to force 
all others to keep our pace. Beſides, they may be thought to diſpute under IT 
too much diladvaptage, when they know all the Arguments of their adver ſa- 1 
ries will conclude in Ferio whatſoever the mediums may be, Or ro what end 1 
ſhould men be put to produce either Scripture or reaſon to confirm the Re- a8 
ligion they profeſs, if as Jacobus Acontius ſayes out of Tertullian, they can 14 
expect no other Anſwer, then from the executioner or officer of Juſtice. 14 

3. The third and laſt branch of the Magiſtrates care about Religion, is 1 
to reform it when it is grown corrupt, or is in tendency thereunto. £ 
In clearing of which I need not ſtay long, this part of jc heir porrer ſo un- 
deniably following upon the other two ex natwra rei. To whom doth it 
belong more properly to repair * houſe, chen to them that who ling 
1 Ounda- 
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foundation and ſet it up. As the firſt fam ue Kings of Iſrael prepared the 
mitrer, and ere&:1thz Temple of G v4 ulm, ſo the following Kings 
tooKic ro be their du y to repair and put it in or der gain, 

Solomon pac out Ab acha- as an unmeet pe: {-n f. om the ffice of the 
pricſt1004, no reaſon can be rendred why the K-.igs and Pri; ces of our times | 
may not do che like if che caſe be che ſame, or if tie | ks unworttineſs be 
found in the perſons of them that miniſter ab ut holy things. Idolatry was 
ſuppreſſ-d by Aſa, Jehoſaphat, Hez-xkiah and Joliab, and the wor ſh p of God 
reſtored to che fir it lnſti ution. What hach been done by Chriltian Empe- 
rours and Kings in all former ages to our preſent dayes, is well known by 
the H.itory of choſe times, by che Laws, Ei:&s and Conſtitutions left upon 
Record, ena d by their power, But ſtill we muſt k-ep in our minds, that 
the power ſo ecerced by che civil Magi:trate, ſupre m ot ſubordinate, is to 
be under ſtood, cumulative not privative, ſo they that take it to be their duty 
to aboliſh Catbelicoram Hierarchiam, doe not in the ſtead ther eof eſtabliſh 
Poli icorum d gegn U¹ZZ ah mu't not meddle with the exerciſe of the 
Prieſts office, although he may and ught to require choſe that enjoy ſuch 
OMfices to perform their duty. As Paul, or the Colloſſians may or ſhould ex- 
bort Archippus to fullfill the miniſtry he hath rec: ived in the Lord to fullfilt 
it The Magiſtrate may require, and comm ind it, and prevent the corruption 
ol the Church, by removing ſuch, and ſubſtituting others in their room, and 
in their ſtead. 

2. We are in the next place to conſider of the political concer ments of 
thoſe who are the Heais of Iſracl, the which are of two ſorts, Civil or 
Military. i. e. tak? care it be don: by dy whom it concerns. 

1. For the civill concernments of the Leiders in Iſcael. there are exigen's 
in reference to this as well a« the former, that require mic p:udence and 
skill to know what Iſrael ought to doe in and about the ſume. 

There are ewo things principally ro b- attended here, 1. The modera- 
tion of the civil power to a due Temperament, 2. The faichfull improve- 
ment of it for the publick good. For the fi- ſt, it is very tr ue which a icarnel 
er obſerves, that power is a | qur very apt to over fl, 11 whir vell | 
bever it is put, unlefs it be temp red wich a due propor ion of Wiſdome 
and Goodneſs, and is apt though never ſo neceſſir y in it (elf, co prove per- 
nicious and deſtructive to them that are eoncerredin it. It is very obſer- 
vable that God give Iſracl Laws, Judicial as well as Ceremoniall. leaving as 
little as might be to the ar bit iment of civill Rulers. And that hath been 
the conti wal cire of prudent Law givers, to abace the height of Sover aign- 

ty by a meet Temperament of ſome of the inferiour Sort. Such were the 
Ephori at Sparta of old, the Tribunes at Rome, and the Delegat-s of people. 


in moſt modern Kingdomes and States, as well as among(t our ſelves, Ang 
it 
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obſer ved to take more place with their people then their precepts, Poſterity 


d haſten che t uine of the whole. It was noted of Fhemiltoctes and Ariſ- 


b yong the bounds of chrir own Coon ry: 2 commendable pater n ſor o- 


8 © 7 
i is noted by a very jud cious Interpreter, that when the people of Iſrael 
would not be fatisf:d without a kipg, God ordered Samuel to write the 
manner of the KingJome in a Book. 1, Sam. 10.25. That is the fundamer- 
* cal Laws of the Kingdome to remper Monarchy with a liberty beficting 
* his owne peo ple, and with equity toward a Nation, which of its own fret 
„will did chuſe a King, and with a benignity of Goverment of Brethren of 
* the ſame rac-, to withſtand the abuſe of an abſolure power, which the peo- 
** ples blind deſire might have cauſed the new King to have ruo into, As 
Diodate ſpeaks upon that Text 

As for the improvement of this power, the titles given to ſuch Rulers in 
the Text, and other places of the Scripture, zs a ſufficient intimation of the 
duty of thoſe that are called to the Exerciſe thereof, 

As they are heads, ſo they ought to go before the members of the civil 
body by cheir pious and g:ave examples, as well as by their prudent Coun- 
ſels, and their juſt and wholfotne Laws: for tis true which one bath lengua 
iter per precepta, breve & efficax per e xempla, examples of Rulers are always 


will as much honour the p:e.y of him that left a good patern of honeſty or 
bounty, as they will the wiſdome of him char left a good body of juſt and 
u :ful Laws, And ſome pr ir ces have inherited the title and ſurname of good 
and liberal, as well as for other per fections of wiſdome or (juſtices, This 
way alſo is more fruitful in the propagating and increating virtues, Autor ef 
brnorum conſequentium, qui bonum rel-uquit exemplum. As on the other hand 
a peop'e are apt to be leavened and hardened in vice by the evil example of 
their Governours, Have any of the Rulers believed on him, as they ſpeak 
i1 John ? you k10w David would not yield to an unequal Diſtribution of 
the body, although thereby greater — might have accrued to his 
own perſon, by which ſelf- denying example, ſo good a cuſtomt; or Panding 
Law in Iſrael had its firſt original, We know alſo how much benefit bach 
{llowed ſuch Ex.mples in Nehemiah and others, who have been a means to 
'p: ovoke others to the like acts of gandne(s and charity by their practices. 14 
They are as b. llars that uphol i the Foundation of the ſtate, ch in 2 1 
ſenſe miy be ſaid to be built ther eon. David complains of the diſſolution of | 
the Nate in thoſe times, before he was called to beat up the pillars of it. Ru- 
lers indeed if they are built like arches, that claſp in all round together, the 
mare weight there is laid ug n chem, the. fi mer they ſtand, but being diſuni- 
ted. or not joynted i1 wel! together, they weaken tle authority of er ch uther 
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til is, who alwayes had their private quarrels at home, hut when they wer e 
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thers to imitate. who as they are called alſo, Corner ſtones ought carefully 
to endeavour not only to keep up, but unite the whole building together. 

I bey are the Watch. men ſet upon the Gates of Jeruſalem, to deſcry dan- 
ger afar off, which hath its truth in referenee to civil Magiſtrates, as well ag 
ſpiritual Watch men, by the conſent of the beſt Interpreters. 

It is not ſafe to give falſe Alarms, becauſe it may occaſion true ones to be 
rhe leſs regarded; nor yet to give an uncercain ſound, for who then can be 
prepared tor the Battel ? yet in ſuch caſes a godly jealouſie ſhould not be 
complained of, if a Watch-man ſhall cry an Enemy, when a Friend cometh, 
he ought more to be commended for his care, then blamed for his er r our, as 
ſome have ſaid. 

They are nurfing Fathers to Iſrael, and Phyſitians to Gilead, it is the office 
of the head, not only to prevent the evill that may befall the other members 
of the body, but alſo to heal it: And therefore they muſt be endued with 
much patience to bear wi th the frowardneſs of thoſe to whom they ſtand ſo 
related. Neither muſt they heal the wound ſlightly, for fear of the ſmare, 
for ſometimes it will fall out that impatiens agrotant crudelem facit medicum, 

They are Law-givers, to preſcribe wholſome Lawes and Rules of Living, 
the Fountains of Juſtice, whence flow the ſtreamcs that refreſh and make 
fr uitfull the heritage of Iſrael. Yea, {agifratar eſt animate Lex, a Ruler 
is a living Law, The Law, fayes one, is an heart without affcRion, a mind 
without paſlion, a treaſurer to keep what, we have, and a ſteward to diſtri- 
bute what we ought to have, Bur it had need be conſidered that the life 
and virtue of Lawes lyes in their execution, therefore the making of more 
Lawes then need or can be executed, may weaken the authority of them that 
ire in force, and neceſſary to be attended. Lea it is found by expeience that 
lenity in the executing of Lawes,is more hurtfull then ſevericy. The bet 
way to keep an inſtrument in good cune, is to leave the ſtrings upon a ſharp, 
they being naturally apt to fallof themſelves. And mankind is continually 
bent to declining. And Politicians uſe to account violation of Lawes, not 
ſo hurefull as non-execution, In this ſence he that is ſlothſull in bis work 
is brother to him that is a great Waſter, Prov. 18 9. 

They are Lords, as well as Law-givers. Nothing more truly denoting 
Lordſhip, then a power to give Lawes, No debt is mere juſtly due then 
Homage tribute ro the Lords of a people, which if it were freely paid, need 
not be exæcted, where we are required to render to God the things that 
are Gods, in the ſame clauſe it is added likewiſe, to Ceſar the things that be 
Cefars, Yer theleſs of the dead fly of covetouſneſs that is found in the 
oyntment, the more precious will the ſavour thereof be found, A wiſe citi- 
zen of Genoa once told an Agent of the Duke of Mijlayn, to whom at that 


time they of Genoa were Subjects, that they ſhould deal with their Tributa- 
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ries, as men uſe to doe wich the herb Bil, which being gently ſtroked, yields 
2 pleaſant ſavour, but being preſſed, ſends forth an unfavoury ſmell. | 

ln fine, they are Gods, whoſe wiſdom: and goodneſs they ought to imi- 
tate as well as his power: He by his wiſe providence maintains a ſweet 
barmony in the whole world, though made up of contrary Elements; all 
which notwithſtanding peace and concord is maintained in the univerſe, by a 
wiſe and equal temperament of thoſe ſeveral qualities. 

There need be no exact enquiry into the crotchets of this or that perſons 
particular fancy, ſo they be ordered to keep in tune with their companions. 

There is a own in Germany called Mindin, which the Hyſtory of chat 
Country tells us, it received its name, from an agreement in that place be- 
tw-ixt the Emperour and ſome of the neighbour Princes; the name ſignify- 
ing mine and thine, It were well for the Chriſtian world if there had been 
an occaſion to build more ſuch ike Cities; but this iron age hath been more 
ſucceſsful, or rather fatal in pulling down the old then in building up new 
Cities. It were the preſage of happy times at hand, if once there were a 
good agreement eſtabliſhed berween the power of the Rulers, and liberty of 
their Subjects, that neither might encreaſe upon the others rites and liber- 
ties. Thus mach of the civil affairs relating to the Heads of Iſrael. 

2. In the ſecond place, the Military concernments of Iſrael call for no 
little prudence and skill, ſometimes as much ſtreſs and difficulty is found here 
as in the former, latricaſies may be ſo interwoven, that it may prove very 
difficult to know what Iſrael ought to do; The Church is ſometimes com- 
paced to a Lilly among Thorns, there will need Gloves of iron. to handle 
fuch thorns and pricking Bryars, Theſe may want alſo as well courage to 
know how, as wiſdome to know what to do. Dolus an virtur - yea fome- 
times God may be provoked to vex a people with all adverſity. He may 
raiſe ſuch a tempelt in a Nation, as both head and Members may be at their 
wits end, not knowing what to do. Hence it hath been found in former 
times, that no manner of perſons ever gained moreintereſt in the hearts of 
People, then thoſe that have manfully undertook, and ſucceſsfully aceom- 

liſhed their warrs. Gideon is a Judge by Gods Election, and might have 
22m a King by the peoples but David muſt be a King by the call and conſent 
of both. In former times, none were Kings but ſuch as had been Captains, 
they being accounted the fitteſt to govern a People in time of peace, that had 
led them. or ſaved them in time of War. That valiant atchievement of 
Saul againſt the Amonites reconciled him to all his People with the higheſt 
degree of acceptance, and ſtopped the mouthes of all the Sons of Belial that 
were opened againſt him, ar his firſt call to the Kingdome. Yet will it be 
found a truth, what that warlike people of Rome were wont to ſay, Parvi 
ſunt foris arma, niſi eſt conſilium domi. a ſhall only therefore here _— 
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leave to com nend ſome conſiderations to your acceptance on this account, 
as are obviaus to them that have had the leaſt acquaincance with the ſacred 
Hyſtory. 

t. It is never ſafe to take a Dog by the ears: ſo Solomon tells us, Proy, 
26. 17. that is to meddle with an uanec.ſ[:ry ſtrife, or beg n a War without 
guilt ground, This is one part of the power of the Sword, which as the 
Magiſtrate b:areth not in vain, ſo neither muſt he rake it in vain, for he that 
ſo taketh the Sword, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Mat.26.52, may expect to pe- 
riſh by the Sword: there is nothing more neceſſar y then ſelf preſer vation; 
and our friends as our Country are part of our ſelves. Noc is actual con- 
federation alwayes neceſſary for taking up Arms in the behalf of our 
friends, as appears by the Inſtance of Abraham and Lot, yet had there need 
be great care had, that an unneceſlary war be not undertaken, for the War 
is on one ſide an hainous evil or Murder, on both it is a Judgement. 

2. War ought not to be made without good advice, Prov. 20. 18. & 24.6, 
which is to be underſtood as well of the managing, as of the nir ſt engiging 
in a War, Joſiah by over halty reſolves engages himſelf and bis people in 
a fatal War, which proved the r uine of both. Tis true, when a Nation or 
people are ripe for a judgment, God doth judicially bring ic upon them, yet 

according to che mediate cauſality, it may be che impr udencies, indiſcretion, 
and want of Faith in Gods promiſes, not asking counſel at Gods Oracle,that 
may be the immediate cauſe, David though he had alwayes managed his 
war with the greatelt ſucceſs, yet he may ſeem the moſt timerous warriour 
in the World, but it was from an holy fear ; he never Jaring to enter or te- 
gina Battel where be was not ſure of God to be bis Second, or rather his 
Leader, Therefore we fi1de that he made more uſe of Gods Ephod, then of 
Goliahs Sword. Gideon thug" in Gods account a migh.y Man of valour, 
ye: to his own ſenſe ſeems a very fearful and weak man, becauſe his depen- 
dance was upon Gods word, more then his own valour. 

3. Off:r violence to no man, Zeke, 3. 14. a neceſſary rule for all men of 
war re to walk by, ſv then we muſt not doe wronge to the innocent be they 
Indians or Engliſh, David was in a temp: ation to doe wronge to the ino- 
cent in Nabals family, by having the ſword in his hand, but he bl fl :4' God 

for the advice ſent hm in the mouth of a woman, which prevented his un · 
ſheathing it g inſſ the innocent. g 
4. Let not him that putteth on his harneſs boaſt himſelf as he that puts 
it off. 1. King. 20 10. 11. It is not the wiſeſt way to divide the Rears Skin, 
before the b:ar be K. led. They that overcome before t ey begin to fight, 
never may ha ve c iuſe to boaſt of their vict ot y. U bon ſerinus thoughts the 
ſad loſſes and ſl ughter that have befaln this poor Count ey, in the preſent 
war re, can be imputed to nothing more chea to the contemp: of cut ene- 
mies 
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mies, or overweening thoughts of our owne skill and courage. It is neyer 


god to deſpiſe a ſmall enemy. 

Let them that undertake a Warr firſt fit down and count whither they 
cin with ten thouſand, deal with chem that come againſt them with twenty 
tho ſand, Late. 14.31. Tue Iſcaelites in the w.lderneſs, and the Jewes 
in -:cemiahs time will needs ſtand it out with their enemies, ard try the bat- 
rel, wen they hive nei her promiſe nor probability of ſucceſs, The advice 
which once Herennius in Italy gave to his Country-men is very conſi- 
der able, the ſubſtance of which was that they ſhould deal courteouſly with 
their enem es (fume of whom they had at chat time in ih ir hands) if they 
feared h y might not ſafely deſtroy the m, and thereby draw upon themſelves 
the hatred of a p:ople too hard for them. Sometimes it may be much better 
to ack Counſ I| at Abel, and end the matter without bloud, then to let the 


you-g men (as Abners phraſe is) play with che ſword, which may prove bit- 


terneſs in the end. Sometimes a victory will ſcarce countervail the charge 
or the haz ird and d ffi-uleyes it may be accompanied with, which made a 
Prince once return this ſorrowfull reply to one that did concra ulate his 
victotrv. that ſuch an other would have undone him, Such is the ſolemn 
D.ſp:nſa ion of God to our ſelves in the preſent warr with the Indians, 
that we muſt ſay, the God of our Salvation hath not anſwered us, but by ter · 
rible chings in right eouſ aeſs. And we may commend it to poſterity, as ſome- 
times was ſaid by che Hiſtorian mult» ſanguine ac dulneribus ea d ictoria ſtetit 
./ we muit w ite up n it, that out v.Ryryes have coſt us much blood and 
many wounds, Bit the Almig ty the Lord of Hoſts can turn New-Eng- 
lande g uni into à B njimin, wh ch be grart for lis mercyes fake, 

6. Wiſ dome '$ better then weapons of warr, for wifdome delivered the 
c'ty when che ſtrength of the Ind. b ants filed. And dame wil direct when 
the ir on is blut Job defervel to be copr4in more tor his conduct then 
his cour age, though he were nut defect ve in the latter. Ard may it not be 
ſai! of many of our yourg men. that have io ſadly fallen by the edge of the 
Svord of late, that it was foc want of ſomething cIſc, more then ſor 

en ag. 1 
mw ay 9 * ved eminent ly ho the old inmate valour of the Englifh na- 
tion till ves in theit poſterity, of h ch Comi es once fard, that there was 


na nation more greedy of Buch, nor more impattent of delays that way 


-nthe En liſh. ; 
F As vive vs in the hand of a mighty man, ſo are Children of the youth, 


ſiys the Pſulmi?, pal. 127.4- and the prophet Z-ch. 9. 13. ſpeaks of fiir g 


the bow wi h Ephraim, now the reaſon why the Arrow miſſes che mar k molt 
uſaally is, in not raking right aime, or in not ſenci: g forth the Ar- 


row wich meet ſtrengeh. Qur Children bleſſed be God, have not been afr aid 
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to ſpeak with the Enemy in the Gate, yet bath death ſtrangly found them 
unawares, not allowing them liberty to bid defiance to their Enemies, ſhel- 
rered by the covert of the woods, while themſelves lay in open view of 
danger. 

3 Looking up to God, whois the Lord of Hoſts, he g urns the ſcale of vi- 
Rory to which (ide he pleaſes. He taught Davids hands to War, and bis 
fingers to fight, he was a man of War from his Youth, experienced in all 
feats of Arms, difficulties of Wars, hazard of Battel, and danger of ſecret 
 Ambaſhments, yer was he alwayes fearful of encountring until he ſaw God 
marching before him in the head of his Army, 1 Chron, 14,15. He was de- 
figned of God to cut down the Trees of the Wilderneſs chat overſhadowed 
the Vine brought out of Egypt, which never thrived nor became very fruit- 
ful till. David had the pruning of it, or the dreſſing of the Ground where it 
was planted. 

Thoſe that are Leaders of Iſrael, whether in things Civil or Military, 
have need of one other gifc alſo beſides wiſdome and courage, and faich in 
Gods promiſes, viz. Patience, that after they have done the will of God, 
and ſerved their Generation, they may expect their reward from God, and 
not from men. David ſo found it that upon every occaſion his people were 
ready either to fall from him, or arm againſt him; which made him bleſs God 

for keeping him fr om the ſtrivings and tumults of the people, as well as 
from the raging of his Enemies Qui regit, ſaid Luther, ſiguum eſt in quod 
Satan omnia jacula dirigit. Magiſtrates are as the Butts againſt which Sa- 
tan caſts all his Arrows, However, it is their duty to continue conſtant in 
their ſervice: and if they, after all their labour, and difficulties, and haz irds 
of all ſorts, wherein they may have vencured their lives far for the good of 
others, they come to be crowned with Thorns inſtead of Laurel. It is no 
more then what the chief Captain of our Salvation uaderwent before them. 
But thus much may ſuffice for the ſecond Branch of the Application, reſpe&- 
ing ſueh as may be called vo ſupply the place of heads in Iſrael, 

3. Thethird and laſt reſpects the people in general, or who ever are as 
Subjects under the care and conduct of the heads in Iſrael, to all of whom 
I may ſay, in the words of our Sauiour, Luk. 10.37. go & do you likewiſe, 
Here is a compleat patern in the; Text. Do you all * as Huſhii ſaid, Eis 
and theirs will. we be whom God and his people, by this dayes Election ſhall 
continue in, or callunto the place of Government in this our Tribe, God in his 
Provideace, hath in a way of ſubordination caſt you under the charge of ſuch 
heads, as have underſtanding of the times to know what Iſrael ought to do, 
the inference is both very cogent, & very natural, be you at their command. 
You are called to do, not diſpute the lawful commands of them who are over 

you in the Lord, and that by your own choice. A notable General once going 
ous 
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out of Rome, and making a ſpeech to the people, as the manner thenwas , 


be fore his departure out of the city, among other things told them, that if 
any of chem thought themſelves wiſe enough to manage the warte, they 
ſhould goe along with him to aſſiſt him by their counſel, or elſe rule their 
tongues at home, for he ſhould manage things got it may be, to their ex- 
pectation, but as he ſaw occaſion, It is obſervedin the hittory ef the flau- 
riſhing Commonwealth of the Romanes, that much of their ſucceſs could 
be aſcribed to nothing more, under the overruling hand of divine providence 
then the ſtrict diſcipline and obſer vation of order among them, both ci- 


vill in the Common-wealth in time of peace, and military abroad in the time 


of warre, One reports of a Souldier under Auguſtus, that in the proſe- 
cution of a battle, being about to ſlay one of his enemies that then was in 
his power, hearing a retreat ſounded, forbore, uſing theſe words, malems o- 
bedire Duci, quam eccidere Hoſtem, accounting the glory of obedience to his 
Commander greater then that of victory over his enemy, Here were 2 
large field ro expatriate in if time and other occaſions would give leave to 


let the diſcourſe run on that ſubject, but conſidering in regard of the preſent: 


diſtreſs of the war that hath lyen ſo long upon us, that ſomething may 
be expecte from me on that account, either to ſearch after the cauſe, why 
all this great evill is come upon us, or by proponnding ſomething by way 
of remedy, I (hill in the next place apply my ſelf to ſpeak ſomething as God 
ſhall aſſiſt, that way. 

The tim: was not long ſince, that we in New. England might have ſaid with 
Job, the eye that ſaw us, hither of friends or foes, was ready to bleſs us, or 
envy our proſperity, and might be ready to ſay as Balam ſometimes did, 
(when his eyes were opened) as the beholding of the tabernacle of God a- 
mongR us, in the midit of che Standards of our four united Colonyes, en- 
camping round about, How goodly are thy tents O Facob, and thy T abtnacles 
O Iſratl ? Carely there no divination againſt acob nor enchantment againſt 
Iſrael. When the Candle of God fhined upon our head, by whoſe light we 
walked through darkneſs, We wah d our ſteps with butter, and the rock 
poured us out rivers of oyl, as Job ſpeaks, When God firſt brought thus 
vine out of another land where it might be mach overſhadowed, he caſt out 
the beathep, and planted it, he cauſed it to take deep root, aad it was ready 
to fill the la ad; the bills began to be covered wich the ſhidow of it, its boughs 
degan to look like goodly cedars ; ic might have been ſaid in ſome ſerce, that 
we ſent our boughs to the Seas,and our branches to the rivers ; But now 
we may take up the Lamentation following, Why are our hedges broken 
down, and the wild boar out of the wood doth waſte it, and the wild beaſt 


out of the field doth devour ic? It is burnc with Fre, it is cut down, we pe- 


riſh at the rebuke of his countenance; yet is he the Almighcy,we have lookeg 
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up to him to behold and viſit this vine, but he ſeems not as yet willing to look 
down upon us, he ſeems only to look on, not willing to engage in our quar- 
rels, as a way · far ing man that turns aſide for a night, as a mighty man that 
cannot ſave, May we not expoſtulate further with the Pſalmiſt, The hea- 
then are come into thine inheritance, O God, The dead bodyes of thy Ser- | 
vants, ſome of them have they given to be meat to the fowles of heaven, 
the fleſn of thy ſervants to the beaſts of the earch, Their bloud have they 
ſhed like water, and theve is none to bury them. How long Lord, wilt thou 
be angry for ever, ſhall thy j:alouſie burn like fire before thou pour thy 
wrath upon the heathen that have not, and will not know thee, nor call upon 
thy Name ? How hath the Lord covered our Sion with a cloud in his an- 
ger, how many men and women here preſent miy ſay, we are the men and 
the women, the perſons that have ſeen affliction by the rod of his wrath, 
Here is one like old Jacob ready to ſay, his gray hairs will be brought down 
with ſor row to the grave, and that he ſhall go mourning thither after the 
children of his old age. There is another with Rachel. weeping and will 
not be comforted, becauſe her children are not: they are gone into captivity 
never to return, or removed into the other world by the fword of the ene- 
my. Doth not many an one ſit ſolitary in widdowhood, that before might 
take much content in the husband of her youth, that now of the children 
which they br ou ght into the world, have none to take them by the hand. 
Surely affliction doth not ſpring out of the duſt, nor doth trouble ariſe out of 
the ground : Doubt leſs there is ſome root of bitterneſs, whence this Gall & 
wormwood of affliction hath proceeded, After this and that time of ſeek- 
ing God, we looked for deliverance, and behold trouble came. Many ſad 
troubles have befaln us in former years, and now one of the ſoreſt is come 
upon us, the Sword, and that of a cruel enemy, which uſes not to be drawn 
upon Gods owne people till leſf-r chaſtiſements have proved ineffectual. But 
ſome may ſay for what great evill is it, that God hath thus changed his hand 
toward us, and what may be th: cauſe of this great Anger? 
1 ſhall offer my thoughts in a few words. 

1. In the fir ſt place I can preſume none reflect upon the conſtitution of our 
Goverment, either in Church or State, Wiſe Maſter-builders have laid the 
foundation of the Building, a better who can deſire to be laid, either for the 
liberty of the people, or juſt power of them that rule? Were not our foun- 
dations laid wich Saphyres, and our ſtones with fair colours? Was not the 
patern in the mount, the rule that was attended in the laying of our plat- 
form of Order? Was there any Temptation upon the minds of them that 
were concerned in that work to ſwer ve there from to the right hand 
or to the left, Or if any difpofition, or the leaſt inclination had been diſ- 


cer ned that way, had you not power to have laid thoſe aſide & placed others 
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in their room and ſtead? Mach might be faid here i there were need. 

- 2, If you enquire into the ſucceliton of our Leaders, and ſuccencuriation 
of the perſons called to ſupply the room of them that haying ſerved their 
generation, are now fallen aſſeep in the Lord. Have they not acted accor- 
ding to former principles, and ſhewed the ſame ſpirit of Faith and Holineſs 


Zeal for Gods glory and purity of worſhip, the ſame love ta God. and his 


wayes © Have they built hay'sr ſtubble upon the Foundaxgian formerly laid? 
It hath alwayes been che bse of choſe chat follow to be ready. . 2 
plain of the pr elent age wherein they live, which Solomon checks as proceed- 
ing from want of judgment, Eccleſſ. 7. 10. Thou enquireſt not wiſely concer- 
ning this mitter, Every age doth not yield a David nor a Solomon. Yet it- 
is obſer ved, things went well in Judah in Rehoboams time. 2 Chyon. 12, 12. 
ſo long as the or dinarices were duly obſerved about Gods worſhip, goqd 
judgment and juſtice executed, and in many of the Princes and people good 
things were found, Much more was this to be acknowledged in the reign 
of Aſa, and Jehoſaphar, though of them it might be ſaid, non nulla deſideran- 
tur. yet they aimed at the beſt patern in Sincerity. Their hearts were per- 
fe& with the Lord their God, as was the heart of David their father. Poſli- 
bly ſome upon every Check and frown of providence againſt us, may be res- 
dy wich Saul to call for the Lot to be caſt, and will be too forward without 2 
fe& Lot, to ſay the eiuſe is in Saul or in Jonathan, or in the people, Os 
elſe adde ther e is ſome Achan in the camp, and Jonas in the Ship, that muſt 
immediately be made a ſacrifice to divine Jaſtice, as tbey may miſconceive. 
We mult not lye for God, and need be careſull we doe not entitle divine pro- 
vidence to the miſtakes of our minds, and make God ſpeak that by his pr ovi- 


dence, which never entr ed into his heart. Of many outward changes it is 
moſt certain, that we can know neither love nor hatred thereby. Some men 


may be ready to ſay, there is too much indulgence towards men of corrupt 
mindes, and ic is to be feared in ſome of our Rulers too. It is two to one 
if ſome doe not ſay the contrary, For we know what animadverfions have 
been made by men of other perſwaſions, none had need give any occaſion to 
ſuch miſconſtruRions of Gods hand, by an 9 of times with 
events. Were it not a more probable way for us to know our own duty, 
(that is the ſureſt way to know the mind of God concerning our ſelves) and 
engage to doe it, letting alone thoſe things wherein poſſibly we may not be 


all of one minds: For getting therefore thole ings that are behind, as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, let us ſet upon thoſe things that are: before us, wherein. we 
are all agreed upon our duty, leaving the other to the deciſion of further 
light and after times. Dem et dies revelabit. A divided language hindred 
the building of Babel, and forced the undertakers to deſiſt, as the Poet ex- 
preſles it, one ſayes make that rope = the other letSit fly, How then 
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can we conceive it ſhould tend to build up Sion. No doubt but an unguided 
and indiſcreet zeal in many to promote, or profeſs their opinjons in the moſt 
pnblick manner, hath done much mi chief ia the world. And poſſibly a like 
errour to ſuppreſs them, by undue meanes hath done ſoihe, Let no mans 
good be evill ſpoken of, Peradventure (ome men might have let fall their o- 

inions or errors, as the Travellerjdid his cloake, if chey. had not been coo 
boiterouſly and rudely ſet upon by their . If we find cor bonum & 
lo neſt um, as one ſaid of Swenkſeld, though there want caput regalatars C al- 
vin, we ſhould not caſt away the gold becauſe of the droſs mingled vith it. 
Although they are in a great error that out of love to the wine, ſwallow 
down the dregs after it, yet they are in a gre ater that refule the good liquor 
becauſe of the Lees in the bottome. Tae belt Wheat hath its chaff, God may 
reveal me re of his mind to thoſe that differ from us as well as to our ſelves, 
coul we but have patience to wait bis leiſure, And we ſhould the rather 
commiſerate the infirmityes 6f other mens underſtandings, becauſe our own 
are not as yet arriyed at perfection. So much modeſty becomes every Chri- 
ſtian, as not to condemn all he doth not under ſtand, ſo neither to call for fire 
from heaven againſt any that may differ from him. Nor is every one to be 
raxed as a party in the caſe, that is not ſo forward as another to call for a ci- 
vill word, to end the controverſie, Poſſibly ſome in the world have alrea- 
dy experienced the verification of our Saviours wor ds, in this fenſe, they that 
take up the ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword, Paul tells us Rom. 14.5 6. be 
that keepeth or rega deth the day, regardeth it to the Lord: He that regat d- 
eth not the day to the Lord he doth not regard it. All mens Conſciences 
are not enſightened in the ſame degree, Were it not better to debate the 
cauſe with our neighbours, wich thoſe we diſſent from, and not ſo peremp- 
torily to entitle Gols truth to the private appcehenſions of our ſeives, or 
our owne party, in ſuch caſes where poſfibly the: whole tr uth is not revealed, 
ſuch proceedings it may be, doe but embolden diſengaged ſlanders by to 
complain of both, as befell Beza, & Eraſtus in their conteſt abou; Lay-Eiders, 
4. It canner be denied but that theſe cort uptions have too too many a- 
bounded amongſt us that uſually are concomitant, wich long pe+ce and out- 
ward proſperity. Standing waters are more apt to corrupt and grow pu- 
ttid. The beſt tempered blades are apt to abate of their edge by diſuſe or 
to be eaten with ruſt. But are not all ſcandalous evils been witneſſed againſt 
by Authority both Civil and Ecclefiaſtical, by exeevting wholſome Laws, 
and Church cenſures: are not evil doers removed, that all Iſrael may hear, 
and fear, to run into preſumpryons evils t and are there not many hopeful 
buds ſpringing up amongſt the riſing Generation, on whom that bleſſed pro- 
miſe, Iſai. 44. 3. begins to take ach I will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, 
and wy Bleifing upon thy off ſpring. Is there not found in them a 22 
| readine 
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readineſs to give up themſelves to the work and ſervice of their Gener ation” 


Such as have offered themſelves willingly, and have not loved their lives, to 
the death, You have had Preſidents of your, Colonies and Colledges, that 
have been bred or brought up in the Country; Hath not God in a great 
meaſure been ready to make good what he bath ſpoken by the Prophet Amos 
I will power of my Spirit upon your young men. And choſen of ſuch to 
be Nazarites, is ic not thus ? If any think Iam too long upon this Theam, 
they may conſider the readieſt way to obtain a return of the like favour, or 
a continuance of the former, is, thankfully to acknowledge what is, as well 
as what hath been, He that hath done this, can do yet more, God is but 
waiting for an opportunity of our thankfulneſs and humility to turn his face 
toward us that we may be ſaved, 

5. Gods providential diſpenſations toward his Peop'e ordinarily hold a 
proportion with his former promiſes : God is ordinarily wont to be with 
his People, while they are with him: for alchougY he may out of his abſolute 
Soveraignty turn aſide out of the ordinary road of his dealings without gi - 
ving us an account, as he did with Job : And with the whole Church, Pſa/. 
43.17. All this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten thee, nor dealt 
deceitfully in thy Covenant, and Gods diſpenſations toward his Elect in their 
particular perſons are more various; yet as to Provinces and people that 
profeſs his Name God doth uſually ſuit bis diſpenſations with the wayes of 
his people, in all ages ic hath been ſo, ſpecially under the Law : under the 
Goſpel, God bath been pleaſed to order events ſomething otherwiſe: though 
ſtill it is found a truth, that Godlineſs hath the promiſe of the lice that now 
is, and that which is to come; yet may it be obſerved, that in the primitive 
times, when was evidenced the great pourings out of the Spirit, may be 
greater (hen ever ſhall be again till the general Reſurrection ; there were 
never ſadder calamities that b-fel the people of God in all former ages, 
Herein was God pleaſed to diſcover the power of his Grace, in not ſuffer- 
ing che Buſh to be conſumed, though the fire was increaſed ſeven fold, even 
by that adm.rable way of maniſeſtation of the faith and patience of the Saints 
was the World convinced of the truth of the Goſpel, that he h Was in 
them that profeſſed it, was greater then he that was in the World which 
poſed it, in that all the World could do, they could not put. a ſtop. tor 


progreſs of Chriſts Kingdome. Their hearts were then raifed to ſo eminens - 


refined by that fire of pet ſecutian 


a degree of holineſs and piety, ( bein | 
from their Droſs ) that . diſcerne the leaſt buddings of fin, and the 
firſt riſe of any worldly luſts, which made them ready to condemr then 


ſelves under thoſe ſeveral fiery Tryals in the Furnace of afflition.( wherzin 
they were Gods choſen Jeruſalem ) as if thoſe judgements of the Sword of 


perſecution, were only occaſioned by ſome defection 
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in their fincericy, and 
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or want of upright walking with God. And ſure, there might be eaufe 
even for that virgin and pure Church to condemn themſelves for ſome ſpots 
or vt incles in their gar ment which is abundantly evident in thoſe expreſſions 
uttered inthe Epiſtles to the ſeven Churches in Aſia : ſo that their afflict ons 
through the admirable concurrence of divine providence might happen for 
correction, as well as for temptation and tryal. If we of this Country, the 
many Churches here ſeated; ſhould look our faces in the Glaſſe, may not we 
have cauſe to take up the like complaint concerning our ſelves, which they 
often did, or were bound todo, Rev. 2.5. They that ſhall wiſely and ſeriouſly 
conſider the ſeveral ingredients in this cup of trembling (we have been 
made all to drink of more or leſs) may give a near gueſs at the diſeaſe 
either we have laboured under, or are running into. It uſes to be a rule 
with the Divine Phyſitian as well as others ob/t are principiis, and venienti oc- 
currere morbo, If any dare be confident to ſay, they are not far gone of 
ſome dangerous Spiritual malady it ſelf, what if God will bave his Servants 
in:the firſt planting of the Goſpel in the Weſt, have ſome experience of the 
like changes with them in the Eaſt parts of the World? or cauſe it to befal 
us as it did Nehemiah in the building of che Temple after the return from 
Babylon, that they were forced to carry the Weapon of War in the one hand 
and the Trowel in the other. p 
And what if it ſhould be found that Iſrael hath ſinned, and it is as yet hid 
from our Rulers, as well as from our ſelves ? there hath been ſome things 
objected againſt the proceedings with the Indians; both in times foregoing 
as well as later, relating both to the preſent war, and former peace, of which 
it were ſad if there were cauſe to ſay, ac dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe re- 
felli. But I intend not to meddle with things out of my line, or above my 
Sphear. Therefore leaving thoſe things that are yet latent or doubtſul, and 
come to thoſe things about which we may all agree, I fear, that as before it 
hath been ſaid by ſome, God hath a ao Arete with New- England, ſo now 
that the rod of affl ction, hath not only budded and bloſſomed, but brought 
forth its fruir, may we not all conclude, that there are ſome matters of of- 
fence, that God hath againſt us, that notwichſtanding all threatnings, and 
folemn warnings both by the word as well as by the works of God, could 
not be reformed Therefore God was not willing to lay aſide his quarrel a- 
gainſt us. And for this and that tranſgreſſion would no turn away the pur- 
ſhment of New-England, I ſhall inſtance but in two things, as to my ow 
obſer vation, moſt likely to render ns obnoxius to ſuch ſevere animadverſions 
from the Almighty, and wherein we have been, as I apprehend, moſt apt to 
offend, 1. Spiritual Pride, 2. A Spirit of Worldly-mindedneſs : wiſtt- 
ing, that whatever elſe hath been reckoned amongſt provoking evils by & 
ther hands upon like occaſions, might ſeriouſly be confider ed and * 


4 

That which leads me to pitch upon the two forementioned evils, as the 
pr ocuring cauſe of theſe ſad correRive diſpenſations of God toward us, is 
becauſe it is moſt probable, that it is ſomething, that lies as a worm at the 
root and vitals of Religion, threatning and endangering a great decay, and 
withering of the power of godlineſs, that neither civil nor eccleſiaſtical cen» 
ſ ures can reach, which is the matter to be reformed, ſome ſecret heart evill, 
that is likely to bring a Conſ umption upon the very vitals, and power of Re- 
ligion; and ſuch are thoſe two premiſed evils. For the firſt of theſe, viz, 

1, Spiritual Pride, it is ready to hide it ſelf like Saul amongſt the ſtuſſe, 
being too often found mingled with good things and commendable vertues, 
vitia cetera in peccatis ipſis, ſuperbia in ipſis refte faltis timenda,pride is oft to : 
be found in things well done, This fin hath that advantage, that it is not | 
only conſiſtent with, but is a pt as it were to ſpring from our very graces, : 
and good works, or ariſe among them, as Tares were found in the field | 
where wheat was at firſt ſown, and alſo found growing ; men may acciden- : 
tally come to be lifted up, upon the conſideration of their gifts, parts, privi- ; 
ledges, yea graces and duties well performed. Pride, though no weed elſe, 
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was found in Paradiſe it ſelf, no wonder then if it ſhould be found in the beſt 5 
| Churches upon the Earth, | b 
2. Spiritual pride is an evil, the very beſt of Gods Children are incident 5 
| 1 


unto, witneſs David and Hezekiah, in whom it did not only bud but bloſſome, 8 
and Paul the very chief of the Apoſtles, in whom it had ſome kind of root, j g 
| and might have budded, if it had not been nipped by the thorn in the fleſh, FT 
| ſent him in mercy from God, that he might not be exalted above meaſure, . | 

| and fo fall into the ſame condemnation of the Devil. . _— 

| God will rather have his people poor and humble, then rich and proud, - 


| rather pent up in a corner, then roomthy, and ſwoln with pride, rather di- 
ſtreſſed and oppreſſed, then enlarged to wandring and ſecurity ,, yea if it be 
| but to prevent the prevailing, or the appearance of ſuch a diſtemper. Sers 
medicina parat ur, &c, therefore God will prevent th e firſt riſe of evil in his ; 
| r ; that there may be no ſpot found amongſt them, ſo unbecoming his 
| ren, 
3. Spiritual pride is a fin very provoking and offenſive in the ſight of God 
He will hold ſuch at a diſtance, it is not the ſpot of his Children, Davids 
Murder and Adultry ſhall ſooner be pardoned without publick pennance, 
then his ſpiritual pride; There is be compelled to make a publick confe ſſion 
and recantation of this evil, whe 1 he ſees the Angel ſtanding with a drawn 
Sword over Jeruſalem. What h ve theſe poor ſheep done, let thine h and 
be againſt me, and againſt my fathers houſe, 2 Sam. 24. Nor can Hezekiahs . 
pride be paſſed by, cill he humble h mſelf greatly, and all Jeruſalem with him, 
2 Chron. 32, 26, Vea Paul himſelf ſhall be buffered, as well as feel the thorn 
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in the fleſh, for the removal of the badge of this off-nſive evil, 
4. This is not the firſt time that this {in hath been putting up head in New- 
England, and ſolemaly teſtiſed againſt in this place; ſed verbum ſat ſapienti. 
5. There may be cauſe to fear, yea and to declare alſo that ſpiricuall pride 
is too evident in New-England at this time, notwithſtanding all complaints 
and humbling providences of Gold in former times. Not to make any men- 
tion here of chac effeminate childiſh pride in habic, attire ( which it is much 
the grave and prudent example of the Sober, and wiſer per ſons, the reſtraint 
of the heads of Familyes cannot reform without the help of civill Lawes) 
and that in thoſe of the meaner ſort, where it moſt reigns and is moſt offen. 
five, Let all things be done decently and in order. What ever the pride of 
any mean perſons may prompt them to think, whatever is not according to 
order; is very indecent; ſe. for the peaſant to equal the prince, or imitate him 
in girbe or in gate, or for the handmaid to emulate her miltriſs. Will not 
this occaſion the baſe to behave themſelves proudly againſt the Honourable, 
a fore-runner of ſad confuſion breaking in upon a degenesating people. //a.z 
Kings Diughters were of old threatned for their ſtrange Apparrel, which 
it may be did not much exceed ſome of our dayes. Soft Raiment is the cog- 
nizance of Kings houſes, not the badge of pilgrims and ſtrangers Familyes. 
Yet had che children of princes and Kings daughters their ornaments which 
it was not cuſtomary for others to imitate. The prudent husband-man u- 
ſes more to be delighted ia the buſie, active yer ſable Bee, then in the gaudy 
Butter fly, which it may be ranges all over the field ro get only fine colours 
wherewith to paint her wings, from thoſe lowers whence the other dili- 
gent creatures fetch both wax and honey, wherewich they both bu'ld their 
houſes, and furniſh them with proviſion, to feed themſelves, and refreſh 
their owners, while the other are bit the object of childrens-ſporr. | 
Let all due teſtimony be borne againſt this kind of pride, ſo abounding, | 
but it is another ſort, ſpiricual pride, that is ſo off:nſive in the ſight of God, 
and is indeed the root whence the other ſprings, with many other hainous 
evils that are apt to provoke the Lord to jealouſie: and whieh is the fin of 
the profeſſiag part of the Country as well as of others: which is but too 
evident in the conceitedneſs of mens gifts of their priviledges, liberties and 
Eitates, whence is ap: to proceed elateneſs of minde, haughty looks, ſuper- 
cilious contempt of others, needleſs ſeparation from, rigid cenſures of men 
equal to, if not better then themſelves ; implacableneſs, with other each like 
diſpoſition of minde, This is the root from whence pring all thoſe ſcan- 
dalous breaches, ſhirp cntentions, paroxiſmes of diviſion, for only by 
pride ſays Solomon, Prov, 13. 10. comes contentior!: from this fountain 
ſprings choſe bitter ſtrifes, in Towns and Churches, that prove like a 5% me 


tangere, chat admit of no healing or remedy, but like ſome incurable diſeaſe 
25 n conver cs 


* 
142 
13 1 
ct 5 
. 8 
h * 
* - 


(„ 380 
convert the meanes applyd for the remedy to increaſe the malady. 
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benee it is that Leaders ire tot good enough to command, and that Follow 
ers are too good to obey; th: Centurion in the Goſpel found no ſuch dif 
culty in his way, I ſay to one go and he goeth, of them that are under me, 
to another come and he comerh; yet was he a man under the authority of o- 
thers, as bimſelf acknowledgeth. This was of old « preſage of ruining dif- 
ſentions in old Rome, Pomprinrvs parem, Ceſarve priorem, quit ferre po- 
reſt. when there are ſuch Chaſmaes and hiarus's in the ſuperiour or inſeriour 
parts of a ſtate, they are ſad Omers, portending ru ne. The obſervation of 
the fifth Command, that firft Command of promiſe, as was ſaid befor e, leads 
the way to the due obſervance of all the reſt, Were you not afraid to ſpeak 
againſt my Servant Moſes ? God was never reconciled to that proud, ſtiff- 
necked unſubdued Generation that murmured and redelled againſt Moſes & - 
Aaron, but conſumed them in the Wilderneſs, Frem this root of bitter - 
neſs alſo proceed thoſe other e vill fruits of Jealouſies, Envy, &. not that 
holy Jealonfie, or fear concerning others, the 1 fy had over the Corin- 
thians,which he calls a godly Iealouſie leſt S tan ſhould beguil e tbem. This 
is nothing but 2 regular fear leſt any thing ſhould diſturb the peace or vio- 
late the purity of what we love: But the other is an ungt e unded fear leſt 


oihers ſhould oat-doe us, or be preferred before us; not willing others 


ſhould ſtand by us or near us, attended wi.h à kind ot hatred if they dre, 
This pride alſo is the root of the evill aff-Qions of Envy, which is like ſ. lc 
water, which makes the 3 thing ſeem crooked that is put into it. 
This is a great vanity, ofw 

rigbe work a man ſhould be envyed of his neighbour, which yer ſprings from 
this root of pride. Some entertain ſuch an opigion concerning themſelves, - 
as they conceive nothing can be well done if they have not an band 1 
whereas Paul is content and rejoyceth that Chriſt is preached though him - 
ſelf be ſhut pp in priſon , that the truth is at liberty though himſelf bein 
bonds. This ſpirit of pride maintains that office of Lying, which was com- 
| plained of not long ſince in this place, detracting from, or defrauding of o- 
tber s. Hence alſo is that Self · willedneſs, that ſpirit of revenge (whereby 
ſome cannot bear to be oppoled, but mult be chief, and will baye their 
wills though they tur n evr ey ſtone, Tant ans animes cleft ibn ira. But with 
too many as be ſaid tis tr ue, wors mibi pro reg us. This ſpirit of willfall Re- 
venge was ir, that brought that ſore ſcourge of God upon ſome parts of. 
the Chriſtian wor ld, for it made ſome that could not, as the Poet ſpeaks, 
flectere Superos, Atharewta movere, that they might be revenged on thoſe, 
from whom chey might have received ſome leſſer injury, for it called the Sa- 
racens and Moors into Spain, from whence it could never be recovered a- 
gin in ſeven hundred yegrs. This * the Gates of Buda, that impreg- 
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Diforders of alt forts ſpring from hence, and that in every reſpect, ſor 


ich the wiſe man complained, that for every 
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able Bulwark of Hungry, to let in the Turks, that ſome might have their a 
wi'ls of 525 Cht᷑ ĩſtian neighbours and f tends, 'ro_tevenge a private [Injury , s 
with a publ ck and pecpecusl milchibe. „Thug Thus pride of mens, hearts will | 
make them tdrnTndiens, chit chey may becevenged of their Bretbren,  A- 
bram will rather receie from his right then contend with h is Brother, when 
the Canarite and Perizzire was then in the land. O my ſoul come not thou in- 
to their ſecret: unto their aſſemblyes be not thou united, mine honour, for 
in their anger they ilew,a man, and in«heir ſell- will ghey digged down a wall 
22 This is the fich of che two grand evills among!t us as it is to be 
Z2cd Ted. | 1 * ' 5) 53 , wi 4 of 
2, The ſecond is like unto this as to its ſecret and prevailing nature, and 
alike odious in the light of God, /c. That ſpirit of Coverouſneſs and inor di- 
nate love of the world, that is ſo inc onſiſtent with the love of the Father, 
This ſin lyes as a Barr of ſepecation betwixt God and his people; ye cannot 
ſerve God and Mammon, This is a luſt that will drown mens Souls in per- 
dition, 1. Tim. õ. much more theit Bodyes and eſtates, This is apt to choak 
the fruit of the moſt hopeful! Soy], direct Idolatry, and Apoſtacy, no won 
der therefore it is called the root of all evill. Vet doth this ſin lily inſinu- 
ate it ſelf into the heart of the for war deſt pcoſeſſors, and is ready to ſpeax 
to them as the Ser pent did to Eve, hath God indeed ſaid you may not meddle 
with this or that deſir able fruit of the world. This is a (in apt to ly in wait for 
| and eaſily enſnare a Reforming people, This will not be the ficſt time that 
« it hath been ready to hire Reformation, as may te ſcen Hag. I. 5. for it may 
5 ſtand with the higheſt out war d form of Religion, Church member ſhip, pure | 
Worſhip, and the ſtricteſt king of diſcipline, wirneſs the Phariſes that were ſo 
ſtrict obſervers of che Lav, & as touching che righteouſneſs thereof, blame- 
leſs. And Judas that curricd the Bag, yet was @ pentioner of Satan, though 
oatwardly in the viſible Kingdoms vi Chriit, yea in his Family, yet as hictle 
re any of the relt. What camoluints have ben made 7 ga inſt this ſin 
ih the Chnr ch, and Lawes made agaialt ic in the Commonwealch, yet ſtill it 
lives and hides it ſelf as if there were no coming at it. It lyes ſecrerly lu king 
in the hearts of Profeſſocs, and is brooded by pete cg of one thing or other 
Neceſſity, Fruga iy, Sodciety & g. Stu] cin put a ſpecious pretence not only, 
of civill prudence, but of Religion allo, ar, ik coverous,p; atice & way, 
expreſly contradicting the Command of God. The Ballances of deceit were 
in che hand of Ephraim, with a ſeeret love to oppreſs in hs Marchandize, yet 
who can find any Iniquity in his Dzalicgs, that were ſin ? Hef, 2. g. How 
are mens deſires apt to be enlarged af:er, the r Id as hell; & their hearts un- 
fariſhied as the grave, that makes t hem able to deyour widdows houſcs, Jet, 
never ſay it is enough, They, chat firſt cam over hicher for the Goſpel. 
: eould not we! tell what to do» with mo; e Land them a ſmal number of acres. 
Let now men mote Edfily la. down ſo miny liuadreds and are not _ 
— | FA 
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fied. If they be but ney 
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ſer up new Gods? | 
knocking the hands of New · England people off from the world, and from 


dis providerice, ug ci for hear ſpealtiag in chi kind. The, 
ed, who wil hot feat, chte Lord th ſpoken, Who can but prophelie 42 3.8 
Nivard in frgundy orice told hs fellow brethren, Bernard & Grilo, (was 
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lietle Uregbtned, they muſt remove where t 
We aan fre il ee tb "orfoog, ; hey 


"the Beabcifalf &tiri&e of urch \nnioin, or Geſßet Worſhip, ed pitch 
Avich Lot in the GDR ef Sodo There w dich cla pen We 0 
the city of the Moon, ah embfem ech lower world, which reformed 182 


ches ſhould trample under their. feet, that 'whoever. ſ! ou'd build it again, 
ſhoutd lay the foundation thereof in his fir ſt-bbrn, and, ſet op the- gates 


thereof in his youngeſt ſon, which it is wel if ſome mens hearts toe Hor myl- 
give them, at if the hand of God that bath bien writing bittet things againſt 
Us, hath deten ee written ſome ſuch ching as this. 10 e to 


$it I wonder then that we find war in our gutes. Bod is 


no Plangeions,til! they get them new hearts, reſolved to reform this great 
evill, Tbeſe phinge en ſeem harſh, yer when the Lord is crying aloud in 
110 cin forhear ee king. The Tyan hach roar- 


had newly renounced the wor Id, and entred into Monaſteryes, telling rheix 
other brother, that. they had left him all cheir earthly poſſ ſſi ag) that they 
had made no W 5 heaven for themfelves, and leaving him 
what was here below, It my de G4 Hach obſer ved ſome of his children 
here doing the cogtrary, tao teady td exshagge the Kingdome of heaven 
fot earthly poſſeſſi ns aud therefore ſiyes ic Will undoe that bargain, as 
we ufe to dot the twoliſh bir gaias of our Children. lf this be the puize of 
New Englund, or that there enpears any diſpoſiiion that way, It is no won- 
der if God our great Land- lord, Jayes his arreſt upon our rillage, and 
{traines for s glory,as our diva Altroaomer tells us in the pd ogni dick of 
this preſent year, 5 | | NO NT i, TO 
” Thus honoured and reſpeR-d in the Lord, you that are the Heads and 
Leaders of our Tribes, 1 hive endcavoured co fer before you the two great 
Evills that I kumbly conc-ive may moſt prabebly b look: upon, not as the 
leaſt ef the procuring cauſes of theſ: chaſtiſemea:s, in letting looſe the tage 
of the Hearhen 2gintt us, ſo far as any deſerving czuſe may be found in us, 
God tells his pcop!z of old, that he will move them to jzalouſie by them 
that are no people, and provoke them by « fooliſh nition, i c. by thoſe whom 
tliey deſpiled and moſt contemned. Deus. 3 2.21, How have we been too apt 
to ſpcak contemptibly of the Indians, as if one of us could drive hundreds 
ol them It may. be it bath been ſo in former times, when Gad put the dread 
of us upon thech lat Were round about __ Sampſon after V's Delilah” en- 
*chantmenes, thou t to have doͤne as at other times, But he wilt not tha | 
Gad Was departed from bim. There is a grbar deal of ogg, when Gb2 i 
with his people, and when he e them. Providences have ſeem: 
Mit 1.32 © q , , 2 ; N 


ſtrangely 
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ſtrangely to work againſt us, hut it may be co humble us and prove us, that 

he may doe us good in the latter end, God may have other ends alſo that 

he aims at in theſe ſolemn D3fpenſations, that doe not yer appear: and when 

he hath performed his whale work upon our Zion, he will puniſh che ſtout 
heart of our enemies as we truſt, © | 

One other end that God may have, may be to teach us Warre, as was 

ſaid 744.3. 2. at leaſt thoſe that knew nothiag of it before, which in a Sence 

is tr ne of moſt of us, The knowledge of any thing that is gotten by experi- 
ence is quite another kind from that which is acquiced by ocher meanes, We 
knew nothing of che pr act c& of warr, We ſhould never have learot by all 

our Trainings and Arilleryes in former times: and it is well if they 

have not taught us ſomeching elſe, which God is now unceaching ns, We 

fee now plainly that ic is one thing co drill a Company in a plain Champagne 

and another to drive an enemy chrough the deſoct woods, Yet Gods Ifra- 

el need no: be diſcouraged, God may be in the midſt of us, though we doe 

not yet ſo manifeſtly diſcern him as we wiſh for, and is going up with a ſhout 
7.43. 7. Ne uſes to fit as a Rofiner over his fire. And when he hath prepared 

the Soyle by ploughing and harrowing he. will caſt in the precious Seed, 
Light is fown for che righteous, & joy for the upright in heart, They 

that ſow in tears, ſhall reap in Joy. God doth not ag any time willingly 
afflict che Children of men, but at no time over afflict them, 

If you enquire what remedy may be preſcribed againſt the two fore- 

mentioned evils, feared to be too far grown, or growing upon us: J ſhalf 

at preſent adviſe bat to this one Catholick remedy ; and that is Chri- 

ſtian charity, there is a medicament which they call Vnguentum Apoftolorum 

to named from the number of the ingredients, this I now mentioned may 
more properly be ſo called, but rather the example and authority then the 
namber of the Apoſtles, who in their writings as well as their Lord and 
Maſter in his Ductrine did io mucb inſiſt upon it, Above all cheſe put on cha- 

rity, Col. 3. 14. Charity is the fulfilling of the Law , ſo as if that had been | 
daely attended in our hearts and lives, as well as in our profeffions, it would 

have at firſt prevented the wiſtarriages of our Churches, and may on that 
ground be the moſt likely means to heal us and revive things amongſt us, 

to their primitive ſtate of purity and perfeRion, for when did iniquity as 
bound, but when the love of many began to wax cold. When a learned 

man in the former age once read ſome part of the Goſpel, be ſuddenly 
broke forth into theſe words, ant hoc now off evangelium. ant nos non ſumu? 
evangolioi, ſo may one ſay of our times, when he reads 1 Cor. 13, aut bv 
gon oft charitas,ant nos non ſums / charitate imbuti, The genuine race of this 
deavenly plant is almoſt wor ne out of knowledge in the world, Paul com- 
plains in bis time t hat all men ſought their own things, and none the things 


of ' Jcſas Chriſt : whac won! that holy Apoltle ſay, char had the = 
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of all the Churches ftill lying upon his heart, if be were alive and preſent & 
mongſt us in this generation. 
| If L had the tongue of Men and Angels, and but one hours time to ſpealt 
to you, I could not better improve it, then by preſſing upon you a conlci- 
entious care and endeayour to exerciſe and practiſe this excellent grace, this 
moſt ehriſtian virtue, which might be thought a ſuper flnous thing thus to 
preſs, as one not long ſince expreſſed, did we only know the Goſpel and not 
the lives of them that profeſs it. 

And ] ſeriouſly affirm, I know no way elſe to advance the name of Chri- 
ianity to its priſline glory in the world. The flouriſhing deauty of tl is 
heavenly grace, was that which did fo ſtrargely metamor phoſe the viſage 
and face of things at firſt in the world, when was fulfilled that of Iſai ih, that 
the wolf and the lamb ſhould dwell together, and the leopard lye down with 
the kid. It was the verdant luſtre of this divine grace, that tur ned the 
rough and barren wilderneſs of the world into a fruitful Carmel, or fra- 
grant Sharon, When the Chriſt an Word had firſt put on this precious at- 
tire of Charity, the ſmell of its Garments were like Lebanon, as a field 
which the Lord had bleſſed, This ſpirit turned Shevir and Hermon thoſe 
Lions dens and mountains of Leopards, into the holy and peuceable moun- 
tain of the Lord, where was found nothing that ſhould hurt or deſtroy. But 
alas when this rerras aſtræa reliquit, when this ſpirit of love began to decay; 
then did iniquity and unrighteouſneſs dreak in upon the Chriltian world like 
a torrent that carried all before it. Then did the Churches Sharon return 
back into the wilderneſs again, and then the excellency of Carmel began to 
ſhake off irs fruits. Then did they nothing but hurt and deſtroy in all Gods 
holy Mountains: then was the Temple of God become a den of Thieves, a 
eage of rayenous and unclean birds, and ſo hath continued ever fince, and ſo 
is like ſtill ro remain, till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled and the years 


of Antichriſt be run our, unleſs a mighty ſpirit of Grace be poured upon the 


World: For ever fince the fatal feuds and diſf-ntions paganized and degene- 


rated Chriſtendome, as one not unaptly tells them, are become the ſcandal 


of the Mahometans in the Eaſt, and we the pretended reforming Proteſtants 


of comp} the divided ſets of Luther and Calvin are become, if not the 
** 


ſcorn of vet leſs tremendous to thoſe at Rome, And we may have great 


 eauſe to fear, that the decay of this Grace in New-England, hath in a great 


meaſure been the procuring cauſe that hath brought this black Cloud upon 
the beautiful face of our Sion in theſe ends of the Earth. paul complained 
in his time of a great decay of Charity, even where other gifts abounded: 
be tells the Corinthians they were car nal, and walked as men, not for wane 
of other gifts of knowledge which puffed up but for want of charity, whietr 


only ediffes : in thoſe times he found but few Timothics that cared for tha 


good of others, but many Demaſſes 5 thejr own good, and _> | 
1 f 
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Digtrephers that ſought their 0 2 70 f d pre ermento vin the, 


under valuing and contempt of ethers: could Chriſtians bac. be p*xſyaded co. 
py: 1 1875 date ſeliſh-woridiy Spirit, and put on bumiltv, and chatiry, 
asd man felt a publick Spirit, how.would it again revivg the glory, of News, 
England Churches. | 1 

We have ma iy complaints amongſt us, could we but get our hear ts ſtored 
wich this Chriſtian victue, it would prove as a Balm out of Gilead, a ſovereign, 
remedy ag inſt all our croubles, This Grace of charity in the compleat and 
perfect exer ciſe thereof would heal all our divigons, reform all our vices, 
root out all our diſor ders, make up all our breaches, This would cure all 
the morellianiſme, and libertiaiſme in the Brethren of Nen 
England Churches; and ic would cure alſo all the Prelacy % 


and Preſbyrerianiſme in the EIders of the ſaid Churches: we, 


Mould preſently then have better thoughts one of another, for love 
tbinke, h no harm. So for other Maladies and Diſtempers in our minds, or. 
diſtreſſes in our outward Eſtates, Charity would be like the Widows Oyle, 
that would never ceaſe rungirg till it had killed all the veſſels, This, would 
pay all our debcs, and defcay all our publick charges, This would relieve all, 
cur diitrefſ:d friends, it would anſwer all the neceſfi:ies of Church and 
State. This would feed all our poor, and clothe all our naked Br ethren, and. 
ſupport all our Widows and Father leſs ones. It would maintain all our Mi- 
mlters fo, thit they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel : and, 
this would at a more honourable rate, and without repining afford the bread 
of the Goyernour, Ina word what would not charity do of this kinde; 
pub. ick Faich hat in ſeveral ages been bankrupt, but publick eharity never 
Was yet. The Churches Treaſury of the primitive times, that was ſupplied, 
only wich this ſpring of charity was never drawn dry. Yea although the 
prim!uve chriſtians were to encounter with all kinde of adverſity, they cons. 
flted with Famine and Nakedneſs, with all kind of wants, yet was their 
Treaſury never waſted. All the powers of the Earth were combined againſt, 
th:m,and of Hell too, yet it never failed: I tell you if we could ſer up ſuch. 
a Bank of Chriſtian Charity in New-England, it would prove a rict ec Store- 
houſe then all the Spaciſh Mines or Banks of Venice, or Amſterdam, This, 
weld rake ſuch an equal, diſtribution of the gs of this life through; 
ch whole Camp of Iſrael, that he who gathered much ſhould have voching, 
oyer, and they that gather ed litt le ſhould havo no lack: for this with con- 
tentment would * godlineſs the greateſt gains to al} that traded ther ein., 
Then would one Chriſtian. Brother, Neighhour and Friend, aſſiſt and ſtreng: 
then eacit,>ther, and all endeavours would be ficmly engegEd to. o 
the cammon go ord be 
Thas Honoured, Reverend, much, reſpected and beloved in the Lord, 
Aae emſea voured o commend ſomething to your coplidgrazion rode 
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words, {peaking firſt unto you all in your ſeveral and diſtin capacities, ard 


at the la't have attempted to bind you up all together in one bundle with the 
Bond of Charity, that bond of perfectarſs, could all the heads and Leaders 
of our Tribes be twiited together by the Spirit ef Ive, it would male 4 
threefold Cord that could not eaſily be broken: it would make our Forces 

how weak ſoever in themſelves become an hoſt like the hoſt of God, though 

not in numbers, yet in virtue and poxer againſt which our Ene mies ſhould 

not be able co ſtand up. Were our Jeruſalem thus compacted together, the 

Gates of Heli with all the r inſtruments would never be able to undermine 

it, or prevail againſt it. Sed his Libor, hoe opxs eſt, It maſt be from him, 

who hath the lever Spirits in his right hand, whence this Spirit muſt be ex- 

pected. The time and tte work of the Day commands me to have done, and 
indeed [ have but little more to add, which is only thus much; 

It was the obſervation of a wiſe States man in the for mer age, concerning 
that famous and flouriſhing Commorn-wealth of the Romanes of old; I» 
republic a Romana ci ves erant atili//imi, & optime cempeſiti, qri aut conſules 
populo favebant aut tribuni in partes ſenatus inclisabant, i e. The Common- 


wealth of Rome never flour iſht ſo well, as when thoſe in the higheſt place of. 


Authority were wont to favour the intereſt of the Peoples Delegates, and on 
the other hand, when the delegates of the people were moſt apt to incline to 
the Rulers to maintain the dignity and authority of all ſuch. By propor tion 
I may add, it would tend not alittle to the advancing a Chriſtian ſtate, where 


Elders of Churches are very tender of the liberty of the Brethrer, and 
the Brethren likewiſe are regardful of the office, power of their Elders, 
where che elder people do encourage the younger with their gentle and 


courteous behaviour, as well as with their grave Examples, and prudent 


Counſels; and the younger fort of people are ready to revererce the aged, 
not behaving themſelyes proudly againſt the arcient, where the rich are ſibe- 


ral. bouotiful and compa gionate te the poor, and the poor are likewiſechank- 


ful an ſ reſpective to the other, and alwayes will when they meet, be ready 
to bleſs each other in the name of the Lord, as Boaz and his Reapers in the- 
field, When thoſe of Zebulun have cauſe to rejoyce in their going out, and 


the Children of Iſſachar dwell quietly and live comfortably together in their 


Tents at home, calling the people to the mountains to offer the Sacrifice of- 
Righteouſne ſs. When one doth joyfully gather the fruits of the Earth, as the 
other ſhall ſuck the abundance of the Seas, and of the treaſure hid in the 
Sands. How geod and how pleaſant would it be for any one to ſee the Heads 
an1 Brethren of each of our Tribes, thus to dwell together in U ityꝰ doubr- 


leſs it would be as the precious oyntment on the head of Aaron our bi 


Prieſt, as che dew of Her mon, and that which deſcended on the mountains of. 


Sion, when the Lord commanded his Bleſſing even Life for evermore. 
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